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PREFACE. 



Tht following work has been written at the re- 
^ylott of the Hamson committees in Gincinnad and 
LoniBviUe, and la published under theit sanction. 

The limited size of the volume, and the rapiditjr 
-with which the manuscript has been prepared for 
the press, have prevented the authors from doing 
entire justice to the subject of their memoir. Their 
chief aim has been the presentation of such a nar- 
rative of the civil and military services of general 
Harrison, as would enable the people of the United 
States, to appreciate more thoroughly, the great prin- 
ciples which have governed him in the faithful dis- 
cbarge of the many important trusts confided to him 
by Ms country, in the course of a long and eventful 

In the preparation of this work the autiiois have 
been much aided by colonel M'Afiee'e excellent His- 
tory of the Late War — by Mr, Dawson's Historical 

' NarratiTe, which embraces many valuable and au- 
thentic docmnents — and by Judge Hall's elegant 
Memoir of the Public Services of general Harrisoh. 
Several other historical and biographical narratives 
bars been consulted ; and, in addition to these sources 
of information, the authors have had the benefit of 
original letters and documents not heretofore embra- 

. ced in any similar publication. They have also 
been favored with the personal recollections of seve- 
ral officers of the late war, who paitidpated witii 
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honor in the north-western cunpdpu. Fixully, 
they iheraBelves happen to have a peraonal know- 
ledge of many of the ecenee and iuddenU which 
they have undertaken to deBcribe, 

Under tfaeie cirenmstancee, whatever may be 
thought of the hterature of the work, they venture 
to claim for it, at least the merit of authenticity in 
every subatantial particular. Runningi as it does, 
through a period (^ neaily fifty yean, in the hiiteiy 
of the West, it will be found to embrace ft variety Of 
matter valuable to the general reader, independendy 
of its immediate relation to the diRtinguiahed dlizen 
whose remarkable public career hsB been briefly 
pouTtrayed in its pages. C. 8. T. 

B. D. 
Cincinnati, Mtmih, 1840. 



By a resoliition of the Harrison eKCculive com- 
mittee for Hamilton county, paused on the 27th day 
of February, 1840, Jacob Burnet, John C. Wright, 
Nathan Guilford, David Owynne, and Joseph Gn- 
ham were requested to procure the immediate pobli- 
cation of a biographical sketch of the civil and mifi- 
tary services of William Hsnky Harhboit. 

In pursuance of their instructionB, tbis committev 
appmnted Charles S. Todd, of Kentucky, and Ben- 
jamin Drake, of Ohio, to prepare the pn^oscd 
work ; and in this appointment the Harrison oon^ 
mittee for the centnl district of Kentucky, at Loiii>> 
viUe, nmnimously eoneuired. 

Mabcb, 1840. 
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Clair oDd Vfayta^BaUle of the Mon- 
ti wmMtnd rfF«n Wubingtcn (dot CincmiittL)-~ 

WnuxM HimiT Hubuoh wm bom on the 9th day t 
of FvbTnar?, 1773, St Berkley, on James Ritbt, in the i 
county of Gharlea City, in the state of Yiiginia. He Ib j 
deeeanded lieeally team the geoeml Hanitoe, who was 
ft dtBdnf^sked ftetoi in the citU wan of Bnglabl, and 
was B pcomineat oSeet in the anniea of the o<a«moa- 
wealth. 

Bmjamin Eamtoa, tbe Jatbet of the nibject df this 
memoir, «raa ■ delegate Irom Virginia, in tbe eoailnsnial 
congreaa, in 1774nG~& As early as the 14th Notembei, 
.1764, he wea one of the committee to prepare a TemoD'l 
■traooe againtttheodiouti/ampatt,t.l'diaXtiiaBeoD\aD.^\%- \ 
ted b^ du Briiiab caJtinet, aad from this period be was 
MeacLEited withXee, .flenry, ^teWntand othen, in eneige^ 
ie effoTta, which were dii«^td towuda a t>{niiisa(*Mi ^ tk 
rteiUt tf (he ftapk agmut tie tmraatkBunU tfiie trtmm. 

^ tbe ooDgresa of 1770 llie office of speakm waa vaca- 
ted hy PeyloD Baodolpb, and in the choioe of a ■oace*' 
-aor. eoDgreas was divided between Bemomin Hsriistm 
md John Hoacoek In this early pehod of the etm^le 
toi liberty, Mr. HutHon being a delegate from the '> Old 
DemiaiDD," in tiie sooth, gave an iUnBtriDnBeTtdeaee of 
his patriotuB lij yielding hie prateasiona ia favor of tbe 
Cnat patriot fien the Bay Suie of ib» nedh; and Mr. 
Hancock, Leniating for a moment to taiuib»«k9h,ib- 
U 



IS BKITCBKB Of 

HBHiBon, with piactlcal goodhumoTi "aaheithemoieet 
candidate in bia athletie Hnns, and placed him ia tbe 
preeidential chair ;" then turning to the memheis, he es- 
Uaimed, " Wb wiu. show hdtbeb Butaih how littli 
wa cABi roB BER, Br MAEitra a MusACHnsnTS MAN 

OV& FBRalDXRT, WHOH BBC BAB BXCLDDHI FBOM PABDOX 



Mr< HantBon was a nieinbej of the committee of l&sl 
I year, whose iBport formed the basia of onr pieaent militis 
IsfBtem. He waa asBociated with the ioimoilal Waah' 
iegton, in a committee which aiiangied a plan for the fn* 
■ lure BDpport of the army. He was chainnau ot the coai- 
mittee whose acency brought to our standaid the salUnt 
La Fayette, and waa aAerwaids appointed a inemMr of ■ 
t the Board of War. On the 10th of June, 1776, hecaUed 
Qp the reaoIationB by which the colonieB were declared 
tmiPIKmRx, and wtiich authorized a Diclaaahor of 
Iudbpuidbhcb to be prepared ; and he lepotted that bn 
Btrament on the itir mbuorablb 4th or Jolt, 1776. A 
cariooB ueodole ia on lecoid, which fornisheB a giaphin 
description of the temper and intrepidity of the patriota 
of that day. Elbridse Gerry, a delegate from Masaachti- 
setts, as slender as Mr. Harrison was portly, stood h»- 
Bide HarriBOO whilst Bigniug the DeclaraticD. Harriaon 
turned round to him with a smile as he raised his hand 
from tbe paperand said, "when the banging at 

*- t- ^„i.:lj.-j t ^u„n 1 — .,* -n *i *j — ^.* 



kickins ia the air half an hoar aAer I am gone." 

Mr. Harrison continued in congress until 1777, when 
he retired, and having been elected to the Honse of Del- 
egBteB of Virginia, was chosen speaker, the duties of 
which be performed nnttl 1783, when, on the resignation 
of general Nelson, he wa3 elected governor of Vimnia, 
and was re-elected as long as the coDBtitutioa would per- 
mit. Ha died whilst a member of the legiBlatnre, in 
1791.* 
WuiiAM Hbrbt HtsaisoR was educated at Hsmpdon 



i' 



18 

•Sjintiy college) and then TCpaind to Phllsdelphift to 
paisne tbe BtodyofmBdioiDe under the mrtmction of the | 
dietiiiTaiBhed Dr. Benja intn Rng h, and under the guar- ' 
diuiBhip of Robert MorftS; the great financier of the rav- 
oIntioD, both of whom were signere of tbe Declaration of 
Independence. The yoBth, who had laid the foundaticme 
at college for a taste in the literature and hiator; of tb» 
ancient classics, was thns afToided an opportunity of 
driaking deep at these fountainB of the genius aod spirit I 
of the leroiation. He had derived from his patnotia < 
ftthei, the lesBonB of repoblicao libert;,aDd in the school 
of Both, of Morn*, aad of Wathinglon, he imbibed a lora 
of couDliy, which led him to enconnterdiffieultyaDd dan- 
ger in hei defence. About this period the disastera of 
uie noTlh-weatem arm^, noder the accomplished Harmari | 
oxeited a deep aympathy in tbe public mind, and the 
youthiiil Hamson, partaking largely of the generona im- 
pulses of the day, leaolved to abandon the stndie* ia 
which he was engaged, and to participate in the])eril8 as 
well as the sacriseea which were incident to this great 
bonier wariare. His guardian and his friends oppoaed 
his wish to enter npon Ibis haisidons dntjj but he ap- 
plied in person to general Knox, aecretary of war, and 
to the lUHORTAL WABHineTtw, who granted bim a com- 
mission of ensign in tbe firat regiment of United StatM 
artillerj, and in November, 1791, when bnt nineteen 

J ears of age, be marched on fo'Sllo Pittsburgh, and by 
ascending the Ohio, joined hie regiment, then statioDcd I 
■t Fort Washington. 

Shortly before the disastrous defeat of the veteran St. 
Clair, eaaigD Harrison formed the reaolation to devola 
his energies to the mililar; service of bis country, at a 
period when his judgment and feelings mast have bMn 

Kided by a high senee^ofjetHotism, and a disinterecUtL 
re of fapifi, The~tTieatrB of tES^war'waB fdiTi'e remote 
wilderfieas, and the cbaranter of the enemy such, that lau- 
rels were to be woo only by great sufieriog and exposure 
in situations deatilnte of tbe comforts or even the ne- 
eesBaries of civilized life. A great national diaaster bad 
ecoBTted in 1790, under the gallant Har ma r . who was 
seconded by tEe heroic conduct of colooSTHardiD, him- 



eelf a lacrifioe to the tmoherj of the Indian ekmater. 
Coogma indiariied at iu next Mnion, the Tauing of 
two thouaand men, under the denomiDation ofleTica, tat 
(■eaaiBl St. Clair, governor of tbe Donh-weBtcrn tanitaijy 
wat appointed commander-iD-chisf. 

I On tba 4th of November, 1791, he wea met and lik* 
wise defeated, with great loaa, bj a formidable bodj of 
ladiiuia, oil the wvtera of Big Hiami river. 

This defeat of St. Claii, though oongiee ^ aubteqoeBtljr 
acquitted him of all blame, prt^uoed a deep impreesioB 
on the pablio mind, and, connected with the preTiooa die* 
alters of the war, rendered the Berrice anpepDlar, draiaed 
the public treamrj, and brought the country into a criiis 
whioh deraloped the eoergiet of Washington'a great in- 
tellaot. The war had Beaumed a national importance, 
iodndDg ^le presidMit to aelect for the chief of the army, 
« aoldier of [nudenoe, of experience and of enercy. The 
ehoiee was b^aseed for a time between CWk and 
Wayne, both distiBguiebed leadeia in the war of die rev- 
olotion, though en a difiemnt theetre~~ihe former actisg 
under the immediate eye of the father of hia conntrj, 
earning far himeelf the reputation of intrepidity, with fer- 
tility of expedient; the letter having won the distinotiv* 
I title of the Hammbal of the JVat. The command waa 
arcntually HiBigDedlo 'Wayne, who acquired a now 
wniath of glory for himself, and added to the proofs of 
the ea^ity of WaBhington. 

Ensign Harrison joined hia regiment at Fort Waahing- 
ton juBt Id time to witness the return of the fragments of 
that gallant hand, which, marching out in the proud anti- 
cipationa of victor^r, was deatined to a sad reveree under 
the veteran St. Ciair. Under dieee diaoouisging circum- 
itancee, and with the near approach of winter, ensign 
Herriaon commenced hia public Bervioe in the command 
of an escort, having charge of a train of paclc horses de»< 
/ tined for Fo rt Hamilto n. It was a daty inTolvieg peril 
and fatigue, b; nlgnt and by day, and requiring the ex- 
ercise of sagacity and aelf-deni^. Hia performance of 
the arduous task elicited the commendations of general 
St. Clair, and exhibited an interesting instance of a ehai- 
Mlei in which the aidorof youth waseombioed with tb» 



aitnrity <S ag«. In 1799 bs was promoted to the rank 
of lisntenant, and in IT93 joined ma legion niider gm- 
uil W&fne, and was not long aAerwudi Ml«eted by um 



degre^ the cMifidence of inat tried aoldter, since lintlen- 
sot Hairiion wai only twenty-one jeBia of a^. He 
eoBlinned to act as aid to gBDetiil Wayne during the whole 
of the enauing campaign, receiving, as he merited, to- 
peated isatancea of high encomiuiB from hia commander. 
The first occnned npon the occasion of a detaohmeat 
hanog been sent on ue 33d of December, 1793, to taha 
poBseaaioa of Ae field of battle of the 4th of Norember, f 
1791, andlofhrtify the potitiDTi. To the new post WB«\ 
giTea the name of Fort Recovery. Tliefbllowliig gene- ( 
tal order was iasaed on the retain of the troops firom 
that intcoestiDg datr i 

"Th« ooDimandei4ih«hief retnnfl his moat grateM 
tiumks to m^or Henty Buibwk, and to every officer. 



exemplary good conduct dnrin^ their late ardnons tonr 
of dnty, and the cheerfulness with which they sonnoaDt* 
ed. every difficulty, at this incIenieDt season, in repos- 
Bosaing general St. Clair's field of battle, and erecting 
tbewou Jb rt Seeoe eni, a woik impregnable by savage 
force; as also torpionaly and carefally collecting and 
interring the bones, and paying the last respect and mil' 
itHiy honors to the remains of the heroes who fell on the 
4th of November, 1791, by three times three disohames, 
from the wmcarftUn'^ that traa lost ontiiat fatal day, bnu 
now recovered by this detachment of tha legion. 

" The oommaoder-in-ohief also requests major Mills, 
oaptaios He Bntts and Butler, /feutAunf fiorruon, and 
Dt. Scott, to accept his beet thanks for their voluntary 
aid and lemoes on this occasion." 

The other inatanoe of commendation of the gal- 
lantry of lieutenaut Hairison is to be found in the report 
made by general Wayne to the war department, in ma- 
tion to the celebrated battle of the Maumee, which we 
■ball presently introduce to the noticB of the reader. 

The yontb, the early fatbits of atndy, and the deticat* 
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ftame of Mr. Honiton, not Ibbi tliui the peiit* and pi^ 
VBlions incident to the border warfare, would hsve intim- 
idated a spirit less heroic than his, in enleriog upon th« 
ardnooB HTTJee in the north-wNt. Aa illuBtrstJTe of t)i« 
oapeet of afiaira, and of his first sppsarance in theanaj, 
■a old Boldier of 8l. Ctair, who wa« preaent, has r»- 
tn^ked : — " I wonld as soon hare thought of putting mjr 
wife in the serrice as thia hoy ; bnt I have been out with 
him, aad I Sod those smooth eheeka are on ■ wiae head, 
and that slight fVame is almost as tongh as my awn 
weather-beaten oarcaes." 

General Charles Scott, a Teteran of the reTolotion, who 

enjajed the special confidence of WashiRglon, arrived in 

Jmj from Kentncky with bis ooromand of rononled toI- 

ODteera, and on the 8th of August, general Wajne took 

\ up a position at Grand Glaize, sevenly miles in edvance 

\ of Orfenjjlle. A sIKmg work was erected at the junc- 

' tlon oT^e Angluze and Mantnee rivers, and general 
Wajne again openfld U EBIUlBtiiilGUion with the Indiana 
before sinking the final blow. "I have thonght pro- 
per," be said, " to offer the enemy a last overture of 
peace ; and a* they ha*e erery thing that is dear and in- 
teresting at stake, I have reason to eipecl they wilt listen 
to the prof Dsition mentioned in the enclosed copy of an 
eddresB dispatched yesterday by a special flag, under 
circumstances tiiat will insure his safe return, and which 
may eventually spare the effusion of much human blood." 
"But should war be their choice, that blood be upon thpit 
own heads. America ahall no longer be insulted with 
impunity. To an all noweiful and jost God, I therefore 
oommit myself and gulant army." 

The enemy rejected the offer of peace, and the cele- 
brated Little Turtle, who advised its adoption in a coun- 
cil on the night before the battle, spoke as follaws ; "We 
have beaten the enemy twice under separate commasd- 
ers. We cannot expect the same good fortune to attend 
na always. The Americans are now led by a chief who 

I never sleeps : the night and the day ate alike to him. 

I And during all the time he has been marchisg upon oni 
villages, notwithatanding the watchfulness of onr younr 
men, we have never been able to sniprise him. Thiai 



pndeDt to liateQ to his ofiera^ peace." 

We refer the Teadei to the official report of g 
Wavne of S7th Angast, 1794. Ska a Danmeuou fti 
<rf' the celebrated battle of. 

for our present pnraose to give an extract lelating to the 
CondQct of his aid-de-camp, lieutenant HarrieM). 

"The bravery and conduct of everf officer belanginif ' 
to the army, froin the gfenerale down to the eQBigna, mem 
my highest approbatioti. There were, however, *oim 
whose rank and sLluation placed Iheii conduct in a vetv 
conspicuona point of view, and which I observed with 
pleasure aid the most lively gratitude : amon^ whom I 
bee leave to mention brigadier general Wilkuuoni and I 
coloaei Hamtramck, the commandaQts ortKe"H^ht and ■ 
left wings of the legion, whose brave eismple inspired 
Ifae troops ; and to these I must add the names oi my 
feithful and gallant aids'de-camp, captains De Butte and 
T. Lewis, and iieuitnani Harriton, who, with the adju- 
tant general, majoi Mills, TendfTedthemott enaiUat lemice 
In/ commumiiating my ordtrs in entry diredion, mid by liar 
eonduttattd hraatTy txeiling tkelroofm iopmtforvieiary.'' 
The praise of which lieutenant, now general, HairisoB 
was the subject in the dispatch from the illastrioui 
Wayne, was of a eharaCler to soothe him for the trialt 
and the perils he had encoantered, and to stunnlate him 
to increased diligence in the discharge of the hi{^ and 
lesponsible daties confided to Kim when placed afier- 
-waids in the command of Foit WaebiQctoa. This couk 
mendaiion received additional weight fi'om the remarks 
made in the presence of a venerable gentleman, i ~~ " 



hottest batt)e--liis person was e 

mencement to the close of die ai .. 

called, he hastened, r^idtess of danger, and by his ef- 
forts and example contributed as much to secure the for- 
tone of the day, as any other oSoor soboidinate to tha 
oWnmBD d er'in-ch ief • 

The victory at Maamm was achieved by the disci|)Uiie 

of Wayne's army, and the introdnction by that te{peioiM 

B 2 



leader, of a new feature ta miliiary taelics, at appHsd 
to Indian warfare, which was the result of a plan di- 
geited by Washington, Knos, and Wsjne. Tke uditb- 
'Weateni savage ohooses his oven time and bis own pasi- 
tioD, and he retreats from it at his own plaaaura. To ba 
OTercome, hs must be outflanked or kept on the wing, aa 
he was by Wayne, by a oonataot charge of the bayonet. 
IV provida against tbe contingency ofthe enemy assail- 
ing fail flanks, Wayne bad adopt^ Uie plan of &rminff 
his troops at open order, ao aa to extend bia flanka and 
mors with celerity in the woods, "niese principlea were 
Boled npon ia &e subsequent war conducted by general 
Harrison, and may be now regarded as the apptored 
mode of fighting the north-western Indians. 

A peimaneot peace with tbe Indiana was the freit 
of this great Ticlory. The negociatlons commenced in 
Jurnary and terminated in Anguat, 1T9S. Soon after 
Ae close of &ia eampaiaii, captain Harrison was en- 
{ traited by Wayne with uie command of Fort Wash- 
i taigton, where he was directed to advise thb eeneral of 
! slf moremenia connected with the inTaaion of Loaiaiana, 
-Ui^ projected, and to prevent tbe forwarding of any 
military atores by the French agents. As a further evi- 
denoe of the confidence of Wayne, he apecially entrusted 
eaptaia Harrison with his commands and intentions as to 
tte anpply of the troops intended to occupy the poSts 
theretofore held by the British on the northern frontier. 
Whilst in the command of Fort Washington, (now Cin- 
cinnati,] captain Harrison married the daughter of John 
I Cleves Symmea, the founder of the Miami aettlemenls. 
\ An anecdote ia e^ven in reletion to the marriage, iltus- 
trative of the independent oharaoter of captain Hairieon. 
On tbe propoaal Ui Mr. Symroes for hia consent, Harri- 
son was asked what were his resources for maintaining 
'a wife t Placing hie hand npon hia sword, he repliedi 
" this, air, is my means of aupport." Tbe chivalry and 
nndaanted confidence of tbe yonng soldier at onoe abtaio- 
ed the approbation of Mr. Symmea. Captain Hamson 
continued in the command of Fort Washington until 
1797, when, npon the death of general Wayne, ho r«- 
rigaed hia eonmiauoD in tbe anay. 



CHAPTER n. 



Cop j T M 'P ioeaw a 
Ziaw (ttb-dindiiig th« PoUic Luid>^ — Dinnon of Iha Nonl^ 
weotom TeniURj^-Hilita^ LaiiilWainiili.-^i£ltoilM» 

Thk war being ended, ea[daui HBrriHan, like the Fatbn 
of his eoaoby, retired to the peaceful puntiiU at agil- 
ealtnre; end odIub fann, near CiDcianati, booq acqoired 
ttat taste for the CDltiTstion of the soil, which througit a 
loa^ life, baa prompted him, when not ennged m th« 
pabllc serrice, to Tetum to the plough. Having lumei 
bis eword into the praning hook, he iden^ed himwlf 
' with the pemie in whose defence he had bees drawn to 
Ae bonks of the Ohio. He waB not auffeied, howATeTi 
long to enjoy tiie lepose of his Iw-eabin, Eailjr fat 
1798, Winthn^ l^igent, aecretatY of the nort h-weBta fc , 
territoiy, liari^1)€m af^lwetf goV8Ricf'3riEi?~niQS^/ 
irestem temtoTj, pie«tdent Adanu selected Mr. Haniun 
to fill the office thns vacated. The appoiDtment made 
faiiB t»^ffieio lientenaat ffoveTDOi, and in the abaeuce of 
^renior St. Claii from ttie territory, be diachai^ed the 
exeoDtiTO datiea in a maimer that won the appiobaiioK 
tit the people. In the month of October, 1799, when, t 
under the ordinance of 1787, Qia teiritoiy was admittea { 
to the second grade of goTemmeet, the leg^aladve coua* 
cil dected him a delegate to e ongre sa. 

In Janaar7, ISOO, Mi. R3iTisoii took hieaeat in that 
body, then in eeasioD in Philadelphia. Hia first effort ■ 
was to effect a cbang;e ia the mode of selling the publie '' 
lands, which had hitherto been offered in large tracts—a ' 
■nelem well suited to the rich speculator, but adrerM td 
the interest of the poor man, however industrioaa or en- 
terpiTsinc. The subject was one of vital istereai not 
only to £e larritory, bat tiie whole pouatrv. The inJDS- 
tice of this aziitooratio mode of selling jme pnblio do- 
main, had engaged th» attention of Uiv Hanuon, pdot 



to Ui eleotioD ; and haring maduelj eonridend the nhn 
Jeet he iMt no timB ik calling the attention of COD gTBBB to it. 

From a einralar of Mr. HaniBon, to the people of the 
tenitoiTi tindet date of Philadelphia, 14th Haj, IBM, 
we make &e fotloning qnotation, showiog the reaalt of 
hia efforta on this important ent^ect: 

"Amongst the variety of objects whieh engaged mj 
attentiou, as pecoIiBtljr iniersBtiiig to oar territoiy, bods 

Speaied to me of ao much Importance ae the adoption 
aaysism for the Bale of the public lands, which voald 
gire more faTorable terras to that class of perchasera 
who are likely to hecome actnal setilera, than waa offered 
b J the ezistiog laws upon that subject; coid'crm^l)' to 
this idea, I procared the pasBage of a rasolution al an 
early period for the appointment of a committee to takft 
the matter into conBideratioo. And shortly atWr I re- 

Seated a bill oontaitiing terms fortfaepurchaser, as farora- 
[e as could have been expected, liiis bill was adopted 
bv the hOQse of representatiree without any material 
alteration ; but, in the senate amendmenta were introduc- 
ed, obliging the purchaser to pay interest on that part of 
the money for which a credit was giTen from -the dale of 



tiie purchase, and directing that oneJialf the land (in- 
■tead of the whole, as was prarided by the bill from the 
kooae of representativea,) should be sold in half sectiooa 



of three hundred and twenty acres, and the other half in 
whole sections of six hundred and forty acres. All my 
exertions, aided by some of the ablest members of die 
.lower houBe, at a conference for that purpose, were not 
sufficient to induce the amate to recede from their amend- 
ments ; but, upon the whole, there is cause of congratu- 
lation to my tellow-citiienfl that tema, as favarable as 
the biU stiH contains, haTe been proeuied. lliis law 
pomises to be the foundation of a great increase of pop- 
nlatioa and wealth to oar country ; for although the min- 
imnm price of the land is still fixed at t wo dollMS per 
acre, the time for making payments has been ao ra:lended 
aa to put it in the power of every indnstrious man to 
eomply with them, it being only necessary to pay one- 

(foarth part of the money in hand, and tbe balsooe at &e 
end of twot Hum and finir yean ] bendea this, die odioBS 



axmau HAinnoir. SI 

•hcnmstaDce of foifeitoTe, whieh vas made the penaltj 
of foUiDC in the pajmentet under the old law, is entirelj 
•boli^ied, aod ihe pQrchafiCir is aUowed one year ofiai 
tli» last 'payment is dee lo collect the money; if tho 
hud is Dot then paid for, it ie aold, and, after the pnb- 
lie hsTe been reimbnTaed, the balance of the money is 
Mtnined to the purchaser. Four land^oflicea are direct- 
ed to be opsaed— one at Cincinnati, one at Chilicothe, 
one at Mari^Ka, and one at SteabeciTiIIe, forHre' sale 
of the lands in die neighborhood of those places. In a 
conmiinicatioD of thia Eind, itiaimpoBsible to detail all 
tiie pioTiaioua of the law. I have, DOWeTer, sent a copj 
' of it to the printers at Cincinnati, with a re^aeBt that 
they would publish it several weeks." 

In contemplating the present conditiou of the states 
and lerritoriea norih-weet of the Ohio, too much praise 
cannot be awarded to the auihor of this law. Had the 
system of selling the public lands, in large tracts, been 
continued, it is certain, that the population and wealth 
of this immenae legioD would not have been half what 
Ifaey now are. The poor but atnrdy and independent 
ftnners, whoss exe has felled the forest, and whose 
plough has uptomed the soil, wonld have been precluded 
fiom becoming freeholders within thia iminenae region, 
which, by the sweat of their brows, is now made to "bod 
and blossom aa the rose." Mr Barrison's land hill met 
with violent opposition in congress, especially in the 
■enate. Bnt being bimself thoionghlj conversant with 
the evils of the exiating law, and the manifest justice of 
Ae propoaed one having secured its aathor the support 
of some able and efficient members, it was finally passed) 
although ahom of a part of its salntary provisions. In 
the euftsequent legislation of congress, regulating the 
tales of the pobllc ianda, all the features, it is believed, 
of the original report and bill upon this subject, have 
been incorporated; and in tracing this most beneficent 



id the POOS mak's rnuND. ' 

Dariag the same eeuion of eongres*. Hi. Harrison 



I'obtaiud tn exteuioa of ih« tinM of pavaeBt, fbr ^m 
pre-emptioDen in the poithern part of tha Miami poT- 
chase, which enabled tliem to secure their fatms. In 
ihia matter there \taa aoine c.olIiBien of Latereat betwe» 
the ■ettlMTEi and the original Diopriator, J<diD Clerea 
Symmeft, the iather-iu-law of Mr. Harrison. He waa 
oonaeqnentlT jdaced in a delicate and responsible sium- 
tioD. Bat bis conduct waa marked b; that integrity of 
porpoBtf, whioh has ever been oiw of die striking cluraD- 
teriltici of bia life. He sealooaly snatained tbe Tight* 
of the maritorioaa pnTChaaers. At tiie aame seraira, ha 
also eSecUd aa important change in the plan of locatins 
military land varrauts; and amoBg other acta of a locu - 
obaracter, procoted die parage of a law, in onnronnity 
Vith numerans petiiLone from different parts of the dis- 
trict he tepreBenled, proriding foi the dinslon of A« - 
Dorth-weatem lerritorr into two sBparata goreniinenta — 

I the western being called tbe "Indiana Territory," the 
eastern the "Territory of the United States North-west 
of the Ohio." 

After the adjonmment of congress, Mr. Harri>an pro- 
ceeded to Virginia, on a visit to his family and friends, Ron 
whom be hacTnow bean separated mora than seTen years. 

Prior to bis entering into civil office, Mr. Harrison had 
Identified himself with the great lepublican party of the 
country, and was the oonsisient adrocate of popular 
riffht*. It haa been chafed upon him, that be was a 
federalist and « snpportsr of the "alien and ssdilion 
law," in the time of the «Idar Adams. This nnfennded 
allegation, has probably arisen from the fact of bis bft- 
. ing appointed to office by preaident Adams. It is well 
known, however, that Mr. Harrison warmly opposed his 
election to the presidency ; but this eonsideratran did not 
detor the preaident from ^e faithful discharge of bin 
'duty. He knew the high qaalifications of Mr. Harrison 
for civic office, and althongh a political opponent, did not 
hesitate to call him into public life. At that period in 
the history of our country, it is well known, men were 
not, as at the prsseol day, proscribed for opinioD's sake. 
Washington and Adams, in their appointments to o&OB, 
aeled on lbs principle, afterwards beaotifuUy'ai 



;by Jafifenon, in hia iDut^raral addranr— "ialie hoDMlT < 
is he «tpal)le 1 is be Ikithfal to the conatitatioD T" 

Bal this diarge of federaliain, hag been forever put to 
nit, bj the very highest authority. The honorable Jft- 
•obBornet, than whom no one knew more intimate!; the 
polibcal sentimeata of Mr. HBrrigon, saje, " it has been 
ttsHerted enttielj at random, 'that he waa a federalist 
of the old bladi cockade order, in the time of the elder Ad- 
ama.' A mora uifonnded falsehood was never invenled. 
My personal aoanaintance witii htm commenced in 179C, 
under the admlniatration of Washington, "nie intiiniaT 
between as was gfreat, aod our interoontse was constant; 
and from that time till he left Cincinnati, I waa in the 
habit of BTgDing and diepntiRg with him on political anb- 
Jects. I waa a fedMahat — banestljr ao, irom priaciple, 
and adhered to the part; till it dissolved, and its elemeota 
mingled vrith other partiea formed on diffirent priociplea, 
I oan therefore apeak on this point with abaolcte eer- 
taiot;, and I affirm most eotemnl;, that onder the admii^ 
iatration of Washington, and the administration of tba 
elder Adams, William Heaif HairiacMi was a Sna, eon- 
aiatent, tmyielding^ republieaa, of the Jefieraoa sohod. 
He advocated the election of Mr. Jefferaoo, and warmly 
mtiBtained bia elaima agalast Hr. Adams.*** 



CHAPTER ra. 



irto bMtiriththe Indian Tiibea.— Hi 
Ii^Ualive Connol. — Addnaeea of tha Conndl to him! — Co*' 
napondence with Pnodent Jefiancm and the War Depart 
meat. — Indian TieatieB. — B»«ppatnted GaTemor bv JdSa- 
■on, and again ty Hadiaon. — Becommend* tha buildilig of 
a fieet on take Erie. 

I* haa been seen that the north-western territory waa 
Avided by eong^ss, in the spring of IBOO. Soon aftn 



34 

iha pmag* of that ttw, preeident AdsoM BmoinCed lb. 
HuTiMQ govenot of the weUem divibioD, Inovm u Um 
iDdiau tenitorf, which then embraced the Mgion of 
eounby now iucladed within tbs boundattM of the ataUs 
of JndiBDSi and Dliaoit, and the tertitorj of WiaeoosiD. 
Iq ie03, apon the sdmiision of Ohbinto the anion, the re- 
gion of' eeoBlry whieh nev fbrmi the stats of Hiehigan 
waa added to the Indiana terriloiy ; and during the aohss- 
queiit jresr, governor HaniBODVBSBMde,cx-4^'a,goTBi- 
noi of upper Louieiuia. 

The population of the Indiana tomtoij, it the peiiod 
vbeo Mr. HorriaDn was appointed goTernor, did not ei' 
aeed five ibootand, and was prineipally confined to thiee 
utUeoienta, — the fiiat on Clark's grant, near the falla of 
.^e Ohio; the aeoond at Viacennea; the thiid on tha 

fHiaaiasippi rivei, extending from Cahokialo Kaakaakia. 
The wide regions to the north and nonn-weat ol tbeae 
tiiree points, were either occupied bj the Indians, or 
conatitoted their hunting pounds. Notwithstanding the 
treatT of Greenvilte, a epiiit of lealleaa hostility towaida 
the United States, pre»ail6d 'among the Indian tribea, 
' which wae conitantly fomented by British agents, who 
Tiaited their villagea, and did not heeitate to miarepteaeiit 
the policy of Uie American ^OTBrnment; and, b^ pres- 
ents of merchandize and spintnons liquors, to atunniata 
the Indian* to annoy the white settlements, and leaisl 
their further extension to the Dorth-west. Such were ths 
limits of the IndiansL territory, end such the temper of 
the aborigines residing within it, when goremoT Hairi- 
Bon entered upon his duties. 

The powers conferred upon the roveraor of lodiana 
were extensive and nnltifarioua. The people had no 
nagement of their affHirs. The duly of or 



ganizipjr all the civil institulionB belonged to the gorer- 
■or. With the sdiice of the judges, he was empowered 
by congress to adopt and publish the necessary civQ and 



criminal laws. He was charged with the appointment 
of magistratea and other ciril offioais, end of the militia 
officers, betow the rank of ^neral. The duty of divi^ 
ing the territory into countiea and townsbipa was alaa 
assigned ta the e<eeatiTe>uid being) fiv^j^eioi Hapeoi^ 



"■^. 



■t of th« f 



iKident of Isdian xSaln, he waa eompdl«d to hsep ap k 
laborious and extCDBive cocrespondence with the nneral 
fOTemmeat. Aaotber power, equally lesDoiuible, and 
of a taon delicate ckaracter, naa confided la goreraor 
Harrison — that of deoidJBg npoa tlie validit; of eertaia 
«qtiitable grants of land, held by individuals. Tliera 
wag no check or timilatioti upon these confinnationB. 
Each case va» ■nbmitted, nitboat notice, directly to tha 
gOTeTDOT, and his deciBioQ and signatuie, vested a title al 
safe and unalterable as a patent from the United Stare*. 
A etill further and laoBt extraordinary power, was added 
U> those already enumerated. On tbe 3d of Febrnaiy, 
1803, the president seal a mesaage to the aenale of tu 
United States, in the following words; 

"I aoininace WUllam Henry Harriaon, of Indiana, ti 
beacomniiMionei lo enter into ang Ireatg or trtatia u' ' ' 
nag be necetaary, lOtth any Indian triba north-weit ol . _ 
Ohio, and within the territory of the United Statei, om | 
the subject of bonndary or lands. 

" ThOKIS jErPEBSOH." 

The message conUining this nomination, was read on 
die 4di, and on the 8lh received the tmammmt sanetioa . 
of the senate. This appointment, without a parallel tn 
the hiatorv of oni country, ezhibils in a striking manner, 
the unlimited conGdence reposed in govern or Harrisoo, 
by Mr. Jefierson and bis counsellore, the senate of the 
United Slates. 

It is obvious that an able and faithful discharge of snoh 
TBiied and responsible duties, as were devolved npon th« 
governor of Indiana, required a rare combination of mo:^ 
al and intellectual powers. That he should have bee* 
foar times anointed to diis office, — first by Adams, 
twice by Jenersan, and finally by Madison, — may be 
taken as conclusive evidence, that governor Harrison 
praseBsed the wisdom, discretion, and jotegrity, neces- 
sary for the performance of such high duties. Bat there 
are other evidences of the fact. In 1609, eight yean 
aAer governor Harrison had first entered upon that sta- 
tion, the leeia lative gQunci l an d house of iM|resenariie» 
of the terjitoryrS3areBa^^~reB'oni[Ioh to the prcsidMt 
aad aCRiKonhe United Stales, in which the; hj : 



" Thej MBDOl foriieu' from n 



r»«f^ntiiieDt of Ibeir pieMiit ^veroor, Williun Hmuj 
HaTnioc»-b*c»uu thsf are Motible he poMetac* ttw 
good wMtM and affeelioA of a great majoniy of kit td- 
fow-eitiaaofl ; Imgbdm thay beliers him Bincerely altacb- 
•d to th« union, the prMpedty of the United States, and 
the adminiitration of ita goieiDment; becania the; be> 



Jaborioui attaotion to dqt general Doncerna— fi-om hta 
influence ot« the Indiana, aod his wise aad diaintet- 
eated manBeemeat of that department — and because thejr 
feave coBGdence ja liie viitnea, taients, and repnblioan* 

X About the same time, a meatiag of tha ofEcera of the 
I nilitia foi the cousty of Knox, waa held in VincwtneB, 
V approving of goTemoi Hairison's official conduct, 

Iq iaij, 1805, the citiieos of St. Louis, when their 
•eanezion with the governor of Indiana was about to 
GeoBa, made an addresB to him, in which they cammeDd 
(he '■ anidultj, attention and disintereeled punotuality," 
whiiA ha had inBnifeated in the tsmpoiary administration 
of the goveinment of LoniaiBua. 

The oondnol of BovenuH Harrison, in ad ministering- 
the affaiia of the Indiana territory, waa lepestedly ap- 
prored by the legislative council and house of represen- 
tatives. In 1806, the former, in reply to the message ^ 
Ihe BOvemor, say : 

" l^e confldeDce whioh our fellow-oitizens hare tmii 
jbrmly had in yotnr adminiBtratioo, has be^i snoh that 
they have hitherto had no reaaon to be jealons of the on- 
limited power whioh you poasess over oui legislative 
proceedings. We, however, cannot belp regretting ti: 
each powere'have been lodged in the hands of a 



. especially when it is recollected to what dangeroDB 

Jths the exercise of those powers may be extended." 
be hoase of representatives, in tbeir reply, make tha 
following i«mBiks : 
^•'Aco^t,flir,ilie thanks of the house of leptewatf 



lengths I 
Tbeh 



Uvea tot Hi* speech yon made to bath hoBsM of the 1^ 
ialataTS on the opening of the preaenbseBStoa. In it WB 
JJfiovfB the Bolieitude for ^e futare happiueBS and pros- 

Jeiiij of the territory, which hea been uaiforoil; evioattd 
jyoai paat sdininlBtrslion/' 

II is oDoeceetary to oocupj more Bpace in citJDg teati- 
moaj in favor of the conduct of govemor Harriaon, while 
preiiding orsr the territory. In the adiQiniBirtttiaii of ila 



the states of Indiana and Illinois, now amounting to men 
thoA k millicm of souls. Thfl course of goremor Huri- 
■OD non for him more than the respeet and eonfidence vT 
the people— it secured their wBrm and afiectionale le- 
ganl> The moderaiion, good sense and disinterested- 
iiets, with which he exercised the almost unlimited pow- 
er) conferred upon him, could not fail lo produce these 
results. His appointments were always made wilh a 
isference to the public good and tile wishes of the peo- 
ple. Neither private friendship oor personal animosity I 
VFBa suffered to infiueuee him, io the discharge of his I 
official duty. 

In the mauagement of the Indian afiaira of the terri- 
to?t goremor Harrisou had unlimitsd authority lo draw 
on the governtnenc for money. Perhaps no indiTidu^ 
Jias evBt disbursed so lai^e an amount of ifae public tres- 
wre, as governor Harrison, and bad so little diSculiy in 
adjusting his accounts with (he war department. This 
arose from the simple mode in which he kept his ao- 
Goucts. Hp refused to k^ep any amount of the public 
money on hand. Wheu called on to make payments, he 
drew for the amount, on the department, and forthwith 
tranBmitted a copy of the draft, and a receipt for the pay- 
ment, to Washinf(ton in the same letter. By this sIm- . 
pie mode, the deparimect was saved the risk and expense 
of sending money to the west, and the subsequent settle- 
ment of long and complicated accounts. 

The messages of governor Harrison to the legislature 
of the tenitoty, during the twelte years of his adminis- 
tratioD, are replete with sound, practical and statesman- 
lii[«Tiews; bat our limits do not admit of the introdii> 



tion of tbcM doennieiits, ao creditable to Ihe head aoi 

heart of their aathor. 

Those who are familiar with the character of the north- 
weitern tribes, atitnutaied about Ihia time by Britiib io- 
fiuenee, and ronaed to action bv the cunning of tiie Pro- 
phet aod the genioB o f Teenmth e, will readily appreElatft 
the diSc nltiM-tA-W'eiicoiinxered by governor Harrisoa, 
io fnterntig peace on the frontierB, and effecting thoae 
tieatiea of oeation, whinh added an immenae bodjaf val* 
aable land to the public domain of his country. He had 
no military force under his command to awn the Indian! 
or aTeng:e ibeir eggreaiions upon the settlementa. It 
was the moral inflooDce of hia character, founded on ths 
Jnstice of hia courae towards tbem, which enabled him 
to bring about those ^rreat raeulta whicb have ^ven ao 
much Initre to the civil adminiatratioa of governor Har- 
riaon, in Indiana, It ia a remarkable fact, that during 
this period, he effected not less than thirfeen trtaUei witE 
tiiese tribes, by which the United States acquired tba 
peaceable posseaaioa of nxlv milHonB of aeru of latid. 
liieae treaties were all made by governor Hamson aa 
tole eomrniaioner, and it is creditable to the' wisdom and 
moderation of their author, that the pTOvisione of every 
one of them received the aanclion of the president and 
senate of the United States. 

(The reputation of governor Harrison aa a civilian and 
stateaman, may be safely rested upon his sdminislratioB 
of the affairs of Indiana. Hia messages to the legislft- 
tlve council and houee of represeDtalives, during a period 
of twelve years— hia verioas communicationa to tha In- 
dian tribea — hia volamlnans correspondence with the seo- 
retary at war, and with the president of the United Stales, 
are sill eloquent and imperishable records of the extent 
and accaracy of his knowledge — the force and graceful- 
ness of bis pen — the clearnesa and maturity of his jadg- 
ment. The powers conferred upon him by tiie govern- 
ment of Ihe iJpiied States, were varied aod extraordi- 
nary — being legtelatlve, executive, judicial and military, 
to whicb may be added that of making treaties with the 
Indians Tbey were powers, greater than the constitu- 
tion confeifl upon the president of the Uniied States, and 
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nqnired in the prooer esBrcisB of them, & eembination of 
rare aad varied talents. Gotctiiot Hairiaon so aoqait- 
ted himself, in this respcoBible station, as to leaTe no 
stain upon his iotegrity, and no necewit} for eulogy npon 
the wiadom of his measures. 

SoDii Btter Mr. Madison became president, he directed 
the Becietary at war to proonre from governor Harrison, 
his opinion upon the beat mode of protecting the north- 
veslero frontier from invasion. In a letter, vnder date 
of ViDcennes, Gth July, 1809, the governor leplies at 
length upon the sutgect, in which he defines the paaitioii 
and temper of the Indian tribes, and in a minute and 
Inoid jnanner, examines the militair topography of ibe ' 
conntrj along the lakes, and the Mississippi river, and 
designates the points where forts shcold be erected and 
garriBons established. From this very able document, 
we take the following paragraph, for the purpose of 
showing- at how early a period, Iha military eye of gov- 1- 
«rnor Harrisoo saw ihe necessity of the Umted States I 
obtaining the naval ascendaDcy od lake Erie. ' 

» When 1 waf at Detroit in 1803, the British bad, and 
I believe still have, six or seven armed vessels, canning 
ftom eight to twentj-lwo guns, on lake Erie. With a 

Sirt oflhis force, aad with the assistance of the Indians, 
ackinac would be easily reduced ; as, from its inaulai 
situation, reinforcements or supplies eouldnot reach it, if 
the enemy should possess the superiority of naval force 
on &ie upper lakes; to prevent this, it will be necessary 
either to build a number of vessels equal to theirs, or, by 
fortifying Che river of Detroit, confine them lo lake Sxie. 
A situation proper for this was the object of my enquiry : 
and Hogjsiand, two miles above Detroit, was pointed 
out as lire moat eligible ; there is, also, another favorable 
situation for commanding the navigation, on the strait 
below lake St Clair and lake Huron." 

It was not until the lapse of three years after the date 
of this lettsr, that the government acted apon the eug- 
■testion of governor Harrison in regard to a flset upon 
lake Erie. Had it been attended to when made, it Is 
ohvions, that the commencement of the war with Great 
Britain woold not have resulted in thai profuse lows of 



CHAPTER IV. 

tnleiriew between governor Haniaon »ndTeetuntb& — Bitll* 
ef Tippecuioe^ — Various doeumenU amcemiDg tbe ssnw 
— ihe L^dstures irf IndiaiiB »ncl KeotDcky; 



BiTWKBN the ^eira 1806 and ISllt garenar Hani- 
Bon's duties as sups [intend en t of Indian BflsiTi, were it- 
iicaCe end responsible. During this period, tbe British 
agents wen powerfully aided in their efforts to excils 
the Indians to hostili^ against the United States, by two 
remaikable individnals, Tecumtbe and his brothei 01^ 

f w aefaiea , belter known as the Frqibet. The geaios M 
llte^ine^ and the propbetical character at the o£er, disv 
around them a band of desperate followen, who finally 
established Ihemielves at "R ppecanog. The treaty oiada 

\ at Port Wayne in 1809, by^WBnST Hairiaon, give of- 

I fence to Tecumthe, it being in violation of the great 
principle of bis confederac;, that the Indian lands were 

/ the common property of all the tribes, and conld not he 
sold without the consent of all. In Augnst, 1810, faa 
Invited Tecomthe to visit Vincennea, to have ^ diffii;iil< 
ty adjusted. The chief, attended by four huodred wai- 
rlors, armed with war-clubs and tomahawks, pTssented 
themselves at the appointed time. It was at this eonn- 
eil that Tecumthe declared the governor'n statemeDts 
folse, and sprang to his arms, his example bsing follow- 
ed by forty of his warriors, who were present at tbe coo- 
fbrence. The firmness of the governor, and the £nal ter- 
tninstion of this extraordinary interview, most be famil- 
iar to the reader. It was at the close of this cottacit, 
when, upon gomoi HairisoB's telling hin that he vonld 
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hAx tba qnestioQ betwean them, to the p^imt, llut 
Tecomihe replied, " Well, u tiie great chief is to detw< 
mine the matter, I hope die Great Spirit will put eenM 
euoagb into hia bead, to induce him to direct jrou m 

E'n up thiB land. It is iiue he is eo far off, he will not 
iojuied by the war : he may eit atill ia hie town, and 
drmk hia wiaa, nhilet you and I will have to fight it 
oat." The governor, in conduHion, told Tecumthe diet 
he had one propoBal to make, and that was, in the ereat 
of a war, to put a stop to that cruel and di^racafal mod« 
of warfare which (lie Indian* ware aceusiomed to wage 
against woaiea and children, and upon their priaoneie. r 
To tbia proposition, reauItinF from goTernor Harriaon's f 
faeneToleat forecast, he oheer&Ij asaented, and it ia due | 
to the jnemoi^ of Tecumthe to add, that he faithfnlly ( 
kept hia piomtse. 

Tecumthe left Viocennea boldly avowing hia deteiml- 
naiion to persevere in his effort to combine the tribes, on 
the principle already alluded to ; and in the next year, 
he visited the sontheia Indiana for this parpote, leavii^ 
the Prophet in charge of the parly at Tippecanoe, bat 
with inalruotians to avoid an open rupture with the Uai> 
ted Slates during hia abaence. Id the summer o( ISIIa 
the danger to the froutfer became so imminent tiiaX the | 
president placed aome troops nnder the command of go- 1 
Temor Haniaon, to be uaed offensively, however, in saeh t 
a contingency only, as in hia judgment, he might desoi 
indispensably necessary. Governor Harriaou coDsnlted 
with governors Howard and Edwards of Missouri and 
Illinois, who advised the brewing up of the Prophet's 
town, or at all events the prevention of the further assem- 
blage of Indians at that point. The governor'a force- 
oonaiated of regulars and militia, a small part of the lat- 
ter being from Kentucky, with whom came Saviess,* 
Crogban, O'Fallon, Shipp, Meade, Edwards, and Sann* 

* In a letter lo the govenwr, DavieM said: "Imakeficelo 
tcH ;ou that I have imigmed there wera two mtni in the wart 
who had mllituy talent8,.ind yoa, di, wen the first of the twOt 
It ii thus an oppartunit; of KiviDe much taloed by me. I gv 
•a avahmteer, leaving yen, Uilo dijij>oae<f me aa yoDchMaa.* 



a brillianl part in the sabseqnent wai wilb Greet Britain. 
The governoT was also jotned b; Owen and Wells, both 
celebrated in the early hiitorj of Kentucky. 

Paiaing over the inlennudiate details, the gOTemoi, oa 
the evening of^e 6th ofNoTember, with a foiae of nine 
bundled men, was within a mile and a half of the Pro- 
phet's town, where he hatted the army, to inake a Gnat 
effort to prevent the neeessity of an attack. This effort 
proTed unaTailing. The arm; then marched towards the 
village. This led to a conference with the Indians, who 
wmounced their pacific intentions, and agreed that Ae 
tetoiB of peace should be settled on the following day. 
A halt was ordered, and mejorB Waller Taylor and 
Marston Clark, and colonel William Piatt, were directed 
to eKamine and select a snilable spot for an encampment. 
The two former reported that they had found s place, 
oorabining all that could be desired, on the bank of a 
■mall stream, nearly earraanded by an open prairie, on 
the north of the town. On this spot, lat« In the evening 
of the 6th, the army was encamped. The details of the 
aevare and brilliant action which took place on the fol- 
lowing morning, are familiar to the reading pnbLic. We 
have not apace to give them. The Indians made a fierce 
and gallant attack, bat were SB gallanUy met, and finally 
compelled to retreat. 

I^e officers and soldiers acted with great bravery,, and 
were speciall; noticed in the official letter of the com- 
mand er-in-chief. The number of men killed, inctuAng 
those who died of their wOunda, was upwards of fifty ; 
the WDunded were more than double that number. The 
loss of the Indians, in killed, was about the same with 
that of the whites. They left thirty-eight dead on the 
field of battle. Some were buried in the town, and oth- 
ers, it is snppoBed, died of their wounds EubBcquentlj. 
The force of governor Harrison on the day of action, 
UDOunted to about nine hundred. The traders estimated 
the Indian force at from eight hnndred to one thousand 
men. Captain Wells, the IndiaD agent, esaured a gen- 
tlemen of Ohioi now living, that several of the Indians 
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ragged in the bsttle, vho Tislted Fort Wajne after Iho ^ 
action, stated Iheir namberto tiBTe been Dear twelve hnn- ''^ 
died, and that the proportion of woaoded yiaa anasnallj 
great It ia an act of justice to llie commander-in^hief 
to add, that a ball paeaed ibfoogh his craiat, brDiaiBg- bit 
neck, and aoolher Btrack his saddle and then hit his 



tbigb. 

ded in tl 



n the head. 
No battle ever foag^l ia the United States, has been ^ 
more extensively examitied or eererel; crhiinsed than 
the battle of Tippecanoe. Soon a^r its occnnence, the 
enemies of governor Harrisoa seTeiel; censared his oon- 
djct, and charged upon him that be permitted the Indians 
to select bis camping gTound, and was taken by aurprisa 
on the morning of the attack. These- charges, although 
generally discredited, and made by iTreipouaible peisons, 
called' ont the teslimony of the officers and men engaged 
in the action, and thne placed all the facts before the 
public. In regard to the first of these charges, genera! 
Waller Taylor, of Indiana, under date of 19th of Joly, 
1833, Bays : " The Indians did not dictate to the gover- 
nor the position to encamp the army, the night before the 
battle of Tippecanoe. After the srmj reached the In- 
dian town, in the afternoon, perhaps about sun-set, the 
governor ordered major Clark and myself to proceed to 
the left, and endeavor to find a euitable place for encamp- 
ment; we did so, and discovered the place upon which 
the battie was fought ihe next morning ; upon our return 
to the aimy, we reported to the gavemor our opinion 
about the place, which we stated to be favorable for an 
encampment."* This atatement ia corroborated by col- 
onel William Piatt, late of Cincinnati, who was also in 
the action. Major Charles Larrabee, a brave officer, who 
was also present, says, under date of 13th October, 1883 : 
"Three officers, well able to jndge, wrat out in search of 
a place, and they reported the one taken up. The situa- 
tioa was such, that if the army had been called upon to 
make choice of a place to fight the Indians, 1 venture to 
Bay, nine'tentha would have made that their selectioDi" f 
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In die year Ibllowiog, gweral UofUo; of Esntndqr,. 
a leTolutioBBry officer, while oa an expedition agaiiui 
the Peoria tnum in Indian a, visited the battle gtoand of 
'Ilppeeuioe, and espieaaed the opinioa that the apot on 
which general Hatriaon enoamped, waa tke bat in the 
neigbhorhood of the Prophet's town. Id thia opinioa 
the offioGTa of thia expedition coTicunad ; and such, we 
are aathoKied to say, hae been the fact with many mili- 
ta^ men, who bate aince visited the acene of ectian. 

ut replT to the second charge, Joei Cook, Josiah Snel- 
ling, R. C. BattoD, 0. G. Barton, Nathaniel F. Adaiue, 
Charles Fuller, A. Hawluas, George Goading, H. Burofa- 
Btead, Joaiah D. Foster, and Hosea Bloodgood, all of 
tiiem officer* of the fourth regiment, UnitM Slates in- 
ftntry, and in the battle of Tippecanoe, say, under Ihell 
own proper hand*: "Wa deem it ooi dutv to atate, ai 
incontutahle Ikcta, that the command ei-in-cnief through' 
ont the campeiga, and in the hoar of battle, proved him- 
nelf the soldier and the general — that on the night of the 
BCtioB, by his order, we slept on out aims, and rose on 
ODi posts; that not with standi ag the darkoess of tbs 
night, end the most conaummale savage cunning of tbs 
enemy in eluding oui sentries, and rapidity in rushing 
through the gauds, we were not found nnprepared : 
that few of the men were able to enter oar camp, and 
thoee few doomed never to retarn ; that in puranance of 
his oitlers, which were adapted to everr emergency, the 
enemy were defeated with a slaughter aJmoet Baparallel- 
ed among savaffca. Indeed, one seDliment of confidence, 
respect, and affection towards the command er-in-ehief* 
pervaded the whole line of the army, any attempt to de- 
stroy which, we shall coaaider as an tnsnlt to oar uuder- 
standinga, and an iojury to onr feeliors." * 

Major Larrabee, under date of FortKnoi, January Slhf 
ISia, says, " at the commencemenl bl TBe action, my 
company were at rest in their tents, with their clothea 
and accoutiements on, their guns lying by their sides, 
loaded, and bayonet* fixed, and were by my order para- 
ded in line of battle, ready to meet the enemy within 



falj HCondii toia the coauntoaeraent of the aetion, all 
of whioh was perfonoed one or twominnteB before amao 
of tbe compaity wbb woaDded."* 

The aScera and dbn-comnuHBitHied offieeis and pri- 
TSlM of the mihtw ct»ps (HaigraTe's Nccepted] of Knox 
eoBBt;, in Indiana, who served Jn Ihts campaign, held a 
RMtip^ in Vmeenaea, 7th December, ISIl, and pasMd 
the followLD^ TCBolutlona, nnanimouily : 

" That it IB a notorious fact, koown to the whole ara>7, 
thnt all the changes of poailion made by the troops dn< 
ring the action of the 7th altinio, and bj which the via- 
lorj was oecured, wers made bj the direction of the oom- 
nwDder-iu-ohief, and ^oerallj execoted under hia imme- 
diate aaperintendence. 

"That it waa owioi^tolhe skill and tuab of tfae coin- 
aandar-in-chief, tiiat the Tictory of Tippecanoe was ob- 

*■ That WB have the most perfect confidence in the com- 
mand ei-ii»-chief, and shall always feel a cheerfuloeas in 
•srringr nnder him, whensrei the exigencies of the coan- 
try may min^ '''"1 

General Thomaa Scott, of Indiana, nnder date of Tiit- 
eennea, Jnly 35, ISS3, says : 

*'I have tboDght, and etill think, that few* gsnerala 
maid have faced danger at so many points as geoerat Hai- 
lison did in the actioii of Tippecaooe. Wherever the ao- 
tian was warmest, was general HarrisoD to be found, and 
lieard eneoora 

Mr. Adam 

(rintar by profession, who was in the action, says, i 
is pub liahed journal : 
" GenerBl Harrison recMvsd a shot through the rim 
of his baL In the heat of die eotion hii voice was 6b- 



which we had heen used to receive them on drill or p^ 
lade. The confidence of the troops in the general was 
unlimited." 

General John O'Fallon, now iMldfog in St. Louis, B 
nephew of general George Bogera Clark, and a gallant 

■Dawion. t n>- ■ *^ 



officer of the Ute war, faaring dUtiagfliBhed himself at 
the aie^ of Fort Meiw and the battle of the Thamea, in 
a Ute speech, at a public meeting in that city, in speak- 
ing of e;enerm] Harnson, sajs ; * 

" At the age of nineteen, I first became acqaainlad 
with the distiDguished patriot in whose behalf ws haT« 
assembled, aniT having been by his side through nearlj 
the whole of the late war, I can bear testimony ta hlB 
cool, undaunted and collected courage, as well as to hii 
skill, as an able, efficient and active officer. After the 
battle of Tippecanoe, which has thrown so much elory 
over our coantry's arms, il mat ttnivertally admilled that 
general Hamton viai the only (^ktr UiM could kane tOBtd 
the army from d^cid and miaiacre," 

In dismissing this part of our subject, it is pnqier to 
say, that at the commeaceinent of the attack, the eraa- 
mander-in'chief had risen, and was sealed by the fire in 
conversation witii Wells, Taylor, Owen and Hurst, lh« 
three latter his uds-de-^amp, and the former oommaod 
ing the mounted riflemen. These individaals had beea 
awakened by their commander, before foul o'clock, and 
preparations were making, at the moment of the attack, 
for the troops generally to turn out. Additional tes^ 
mony, o£ a nigh and unimpeachable character, mjght, if 
necessary, be adduced to repel the charge of govemoi 
Harrison's having heen takeirby surprise. 

Another charge ciicnlaied against the commander-ia- 
chief, is, that he put the gallant Daviesa on his white 
horse, in consequence of which that officer lost bia life. 
In reply to this unfounded allegation, it is only Decessaiy 
to say, that Major Davieas was killed whilst bravely 
charging on fool, and that he was not on general Harri- 
son's horse, nor any other horse daring the engagement 
This charge has been varied so as to make Owen, instead 
of Daviess, the individual who was killed on general 
Harrison's white horse. This Is equally untnie. Owen 
was killed upon his owd while horse, and was not, ar any 
time, during the action, on either of general HarrisoD^ 
horses. The facts in this case hare been staled, dis- 
tinctly, by the commander-in-chief, in a letter to I)t. 
Soon of Frankfort, KeolDoky. 
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ix»g9, but the mare was uncommonly ipirittd and bi. . _. 
I generallj rode them alteiniiiel;, daj and daj about. On 
IM day we got to the town, I was on die mare, anil as it 
vas oar inYarkble rale to have the borses saddled and 
bridled through the night, the saddle was kept upon ber, 
aod, Kke other borsea Delonging to my family, she wag 
tied to a picket driven into the ground, in the rear of my 
mamoee , and between that and the bawage wagOD. la l 
\tsi ught the mare palled ap the picKet aad got looce. 
The dragooa sen^nel awakening my Berrant George, the 
latter canght the mare, and tied ber to ^e wagaa wheel 
OB the ba^ side. When the alarm took place 1 called 
for the mare. George, being aronBad from his sleep, 
and confoundedly frl^tened, forgot that he had remoTed 
ber to the other side of the wagon, and was unable to 
find her. In tbe meantime, major Taylor's serrani had 
biODghtnp bis horse. The major obserred that 1 had bel- 
ter meant him, and he would get another and follow me. 
I did so. Poor Owen accompanied me, monnled upon 
a remarkably white borse. Before we got lo the angle, 
which was first attacked, Owen was killed. I at uat 
time supposed that it was a ball which had passed ore? 
the heads of the infantry that had killed him ; bat I am 
persnaded that he was killed by one of the two Indiana 
who gat within the lines, and that it was extremely ^ 
probable that tbey mistook him for me. Taylor joined 
me in a few miuates at^r, mounted on my gray mHre, 
1 immediately directed him to go and get anotber. He 
Ktamed to my quarters, and preferring my sorrel horse to 
another of his own thai was there, mourned him, and we 
thus continued on each other's horses, till near ^e close 
of the action. Being then with both my aids-de-camp, 
Taylor and Hnrst, in the rear of the right flank line, (be 
Are of several Indians near to the line was directed at us. 
One of their balls killed ibe horse that Taylor was riding, 
and another passed through the sleeve of his coat, a third 
wounded the horse I was riding in the head, and a fonith 
was very near terminating my earthly career." 

In December, 1611, the legislative council, and boas* 



of TepreMQtatiTN of ifae lodiana tenitoiy, praiMUd an 
•ddresi to ^Tsrnor Hanisoii, in referanoe to the bUtlo 
of Tippecanoa, in which thev beai teatiFDony to his ** tn- 
\, peijoi oapacilj," '* Jategriti, and " other qaalities which 
adorn the mind in. a aupeifatiTO desree." 

In December, 1611, the Hon. John J. CritteDdea mo*- 
ed the foUawing reaolutioD in the iegislatura of Ken- 
tuokj, which, sltei being fully diacuesed, waa earned 
wilh only two or three diawDtiog TOtea. 

" Revoked, that in the late cam paig-a against ihaln- 
diaaa on the Wabaah , gOTeinoi William Henry Harriaoii 
haa, in the opinion of thia legislature, behaved like ■ 
hero, a patriot and a general ; and that for hi* cool, delib- 
erate, skillful, and gallant condnct in Ihe late battle of 
Tippecanoe, he well deserves Ihe wannest thanks of tiM 
nation." This reiolutian waa approved bj goveniM 
Scott. 

FrMidenl MadtsoD, od the IBth of December, 1811, in 
a message to Cengreas, aays, in regard to thia battle: 

" While it is deeply lamented that so maoy valuable 
VliTea have been lost in the aclion which took plaea on tfae 
7tii ultimo, congress will see with satisfaction the damU* 
leaa spirit and fortitode displayed by every deaeriptjoii ot 
the troopa en^ged, as well as the oallecied finoneu 
which distinguished their commander on an ocaaai<Hi re- 
-~ qniring the uttooBt exertion of valor and discipline." 

M'Afea Iq his History of the Lale War, aays ; "AStn 
EUDcb altercation, by which the battle of Tippecanoe mi 
fought over again, and fully investigated, in all the pnb- 
lio circles of the western country, the public opinion pre- 
ponderated greatly in favor of the governor. All the ma- 
terial eccDsationa of hia enemlea were disproved; and 
af^r all the laatimony had been heard, the comman opio' 
ion seemed to be, that the army bad been conducted wilh 
prudence, and lliat the battle bad been fought as well as 
It could have been by any general, considering the time 
and manner of the attack." 

Dawson, in his Lifeof Harrison, says: "The battle of 
Tippecanoe had a different charaeter from any one thai 
}iad ever before been fonvht with the Indiana. A victory 
liad nevci been obtained over them where the fbioe on 
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both aides was nearly equal, and in do batfle that had I 
eTer before been fought with them, were there ao mauj | 
tilled in pToportion to the Dumber sngeged." The same 
'writer adda : " That mutual confidence nbiob ongbt ^- 
wajt to Bubsiet between the commander of an army and 
the troope commaQded, perhitps neTei had been in a high> 
er degree manifested, than at the battle of Tippecanoe. 
Wherever hia preaence was reqeired daring the action, 
there was the ^ovenior to be found. The plan he bad 
laid dovm prenone to the betde, was ao well nnderatood 
by his men, that, notwithatanding- the enemy was not 
really expected that nicht, within less than two minutes 
after the first fire was ^erd, every man waa at his post." 
Jnd|^ Hall, himself an officer in 'tfae late war with 
Great Britain, in speaking of the battle of Tippecanoe, 



Bays: '*As &r as any commander is entitled to credit, 
independent of hie army, he (gnneial Harrison,] merits 
and has received it. He shared every danjrer and fatigue 
to which his army was expoeed. In the battle he was 
in more peril than any other individual ; for he was per- 
Bonally known to every Indian, and exposed himself fear- 
lessly, on horseback, at all points of the attack, daring 
the whole engagement. Every important movement 
was made by his express order." 

Finally, we take leave of this sobject, in the language 
of the same eloquent writer : " The field of Tippecanoe ^ 
tiaa become classic ground'; the American traveler pau- 
ses there to contemplate a scene which has become hal- 
lowed by victory; the people of Indiana contemplate 
with pride the ' battle-ground on which their militia wod 
Impenahable honor, and their infant state became enrolled 
In the ranks of patriotjem."' 

* Ball's Memiur of Himam. , 



CHAPTER V. 

GovmioT HHitnon tuiU Kentuckj. — Appwnted Majoi G«D«nl 
in tb« Milida of Itut tUM. — Biisadier in tba United Sutaa 
army,— Commander-iD><;hief of th« Norttt'imteni anaj^^ 
Rdwves Fait Wijne. — Le*da uieipeiUtioiilguiHttbe Wb- 
bBab Indians. — Appainti WinchcDtec to Iba OMnmnid irf the 
kfl wing of the umy. — RetiUalion of thechaige that be bad 
intrigued tor Windieater'B command. — Rocouciles (be tioopc 
lo serve under Wincheeter. — Plan of ci " ' 



DuRiNB the earlj part of the year 1812, the Indians, 
inaligated hy British influence, continued their depreda- 
tions on the norlh-weslera froutieis, notwithitandiog 
their signal defeat at Tippecanoe. This led the gOT- 
emors of Ohio, Indiana, ITliDoiB, and Kentucky, to en- 
gage in. the wotk of placing theii respectire states and 
teriitorieB in a posture of defence, or in raising toIqq- 
teeia for border operations. Ou the I81h of June, anew 
I aspect WM given to the affairs of iK'd weil, b; tne dec- 
' laralion of war, made hy the United Statee against Great 
Britain. This measure, while it was hailed with patri- 
otic eDthusiasm, throughout the west, brought with it 
many fearful apprehensions of danger and bluodahed, in 
consequence of the defenceless condition of the uorlb- 
western frontier. It is honorable to the patiiDtism and 
military ta.lenta of governor Harrison, that in this honr of 

1 peril, the people of the west looked up to him, as ihs 
soldier who was to prDte«l their homes and repel inva- 
sion. ■"■ 

The secretary at war had directed governor Harrison 
to take command of all the troops of the Indiana and Il- 
linois territories, to eanr on the war against the Indians 
in d)at quarter ; and had also authorized him to cation 
the governor of Kentucky, for any portion of the quota 
of five thousand five hundred men of that stale, not in 
aeiTJce. Under this authority, and on the tnvitatioo of 
eoTernor Scott, he visited Kentucky, in the month of 
AugoBt, lo confer in regard to these troops ; and was re- 
ceived with distiaguisbed honors by the people abd ih* 
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tinUie Buthoritiaa. PrsrionB to this time, Bbout eightsea 
hnndied TolaDteeia, part of the quota of five thouaaod 
£va hDHdred men, under tbe commaiid of general Jobn 
Pajnei had been oidered to readezvouB at Geoieelo^ffl^ 
prepSralory to marching to reinfoice genend Hull. 
There was a pervading public eeatiment, that goTemor 
Harrison shoald head these troops; but the aulhoritj 
with which he was inveAled by the president, did not en- 
tide him to comniand nry corps not iatended for opera- 
tions ia the western terriCorisB. Governor Harrison not 
being a citizen of Kentuckj, (he executive of that atato 
had lecbnioal difficulties to suimonut in giving him tha 
appointment, although wished b; the army at Detroit, 
and sanctioned by the public feeling Ihrongbont the slate- 
He accordingly called a council of such members of 
CDDgress, and officers of the state and general govera- 
ments, as coald be hastily assembled. AmiHig them 
were ejt-goTernora Shelby and Greenup, Henry Clay, 
Judge Todd, of the Hupreme court of the United Stales, 
Jndge Innis, of the federal court, general Samuel Hop- 
kins, and coloDel R. M. Johnson, who nnanimovsly a«- 
vised governor Seolt lo g'ne Harrison a brevel aomflii** 
eion of major-general in (he Kentucky militia j and 
authorize him to take 'the command of the detachment 
under Payne, then marching to Detroit. The appoint- 
ment vas accordingly made on the Sath of Augnst. 

At ihU time, bti^dier-general James Wincbeslet, of 
the army of the United Slates, was recruiting at Lexing- 
tOD. Having written to the secretary at war, &at he intes. 
ded to assume the command of the troops under Payne, 
he set off and overtook the detachment at Cincinnati, 



Upon general Harrieon'a arrival at that place, on the 
inorninz of tbe 3Tih, he informed general Winchester of 
the authority he had received to take command of the 
Kentucky troops, but invited him lo continue with the 
army. General Winchester, however, returned to Lex- 
ington. On the SSth, general Harrison wrote to the lee- 
I'etary at war, announci^ig the appointment he had reoeiv- 
«d from the governor of Kentucky; and, in a lacid and 
able manner, sug-gested a plan of operations for the de- 
fiuioe of (he noiu-west. Onthe30Ui,haleflCuioimulit 



north of that p!ae . . . 

Piqna, he vas overtaken hj an ezpresa, from the vu oe- 
I deparlment, infonning htm that he had been appointed a 
I bngadier-generel in the United States armr, and assigned 
I the command of the troops in Indiana and Illinois, — the 
I acceptance of nbich appointment be held under advise- 
' ment. On the 3rd, he reached Piqna, when he learned 
that Fort Wayne wae invested bj the Indiana. Before 
reaching Piqua, he was informed that general Winches- 
ter hadbeendirectedby the secretary at war, to command 
in person, the delaohmeDt ordered to reinforce general 
Hnll. This order had been given before the depactment 
had been informed of the commission which the goteraor 
of Kentucky had conferred upon generat Harrison. He 
immediately wrote to general WincheBter, to come to 
PiquB, and assume the command of the detaohmeDt. 
On the 4th of September, heating that a body of Britiah 
aod Indians had left Maiden, to assist in reduciitg Fgit 
Wayne . hedetermineftlUno wwt for WincheBtei,,bntto 
■n'ove ta the relief of that place, which was reached on 
the mornin? of the 13th. The Indians fled upon the ap- 
proach of Uie army, without having eSecled the reduc- 
tion of the fort. 

General Winchester not having arrived, General Har- 
rison determined (o eqiploy the troops id destrDying the 
Indian towoa on the Wabash ind Elk Hart. Colonel 
Wells led a body of troops to the latter place, and the 
reneral, in person, headed those destined to the former. 
At both places, the Indian settlements were broken up, 
and large qnaotities of corn destroyed. After the return 
of the troops to Fort Wayne, general Winchester arri- 
ved and took command of that portion of the army which 
had been assigned to him by the war department, com- 

SDSed of the regiments of Allen, Lewis and Scott, of the 
ienlucky troops, Garrard's troop of cavalry of the same 
■tate, and a part of the 17th U. S. regiment of infantry, 
under Wells. The command of the residue of the Kan- 
tucky troops, embracing Simrall's regiment of cavalry, 
and the regiments of infantry under Jennings, Paagse 
■nd Bailee, was retained by general Harrison, they iuv- 
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tag been pl&ced under him, as govenior of IndiuiSt by 
the secretny at war. TbU change of comoinnders, wa» 
Teiy nnacceptable to the first oanied detacbment, tha 
troops bavLng become entiiaaiaalically attacbed to gtio- 
eral HanieoD. From the geoenl older, issued b; hiia, 
at Fort Wa^ne, on the 19th, upon turning oref the com- 
tnaad to Wincheateij the following paiagrapb ia taken. 

" If anj tBinff could softao the Tegret which tbe gen- 
oral feela at parting with troops which have ho cDtirely 
won his ceoGdeDce and afiection, it is the cticumetance 
of hia eommitting diem lo the charge of one of the he- 
roes of OUT glorious reTolution i a man distinguished aa 
well for die service he has rendered the CDnntry, as for 
the possession of ererj qnaiiGcation which conBtitnles 
the gentleman." 

It reqnired, indeed, all the influence of general Harri- 
Bon and the officeta of the detaehmeat, to reconcile the 
men to thta change of coinmandera. 
■ On the 24th, a letter was received from the war de- 
partment, by saneial Harrison, in reply to hia commnni- 
cationa from Cincinnati, in which the secretary assured 
him, that in taking the command of tbe uorUi-westem 
fronder, he had " anticipated the wishes of the prsai- 
dent." A few days afterwards, he received another dis- 

EHtch from the department, dated on the ITth of Septem- 
er, announcing that the president had appointed him to 
tbe command of the whole western department of tbe 
army. Connected with this appointment, was the fal- 
lowing order: " Having provided for the protection of 
the western frontier, you will retake Detroit, and with a 
view to the conqueat of Upper Canada, you will pene- 
trate the country as far as the force under your command 
will justify." In a lettar to governor Shelby of the 
aame date, the secrelary says : " to meet existing contin- 
gencies, af^r consulting the lawful authority vested ia 
tbs president, it has been determined to veatthe command 
of all forces on theiwesiern and north-western frontier, 
in an officer whose military character and knowledge of 
tbe country appeared to be combined with the public coo- 
fdence. General Harrison hsaaccDrdinglybeen appoint- 
ed to tile diief command, with authority to employ offi- 



een, and to draw from the pnbllc ttoiws, snd e-rerf otfatr 
pnicticable iodtco, all the meaPB of effeelDBting; the ob- 
ject of hii commsrid." 

This WBB in reply to'a latter, in wbieh the patriotie 
gOTemor had aaggeat«A to the prsaidant the expedienoy 
of his appointing a bosrd of war, similar to thai appoint- 
ed hy Waahinglon, in lT9t, to direct the mitiur; opera- 
trons in this re^on. It ahowa the nnliroilad conGdeace 
rnpoaed bj president Madison, in general Haniaon, The 
command assigned to him tinder saeh flattering circnm- 
atances, inTolTed duties of the most responsible kind, 
and required talents of the highest order. 

General M'Afee, an officer in the late war, in referring 
to tills appoinlment, sajs : " The aernces which he was 
required to perform, were, in the opinion of old, eiperi' 
enoed and able officers, the most ezteaai*e and erduans, 
that had ever been required irom any militarj commander 
in America. The endless number of posts and scattered 
wttlementa which be was obliged to maintain and pro- 
tect, against nnmeroua and scaltered bands of Indiana, 
while lie was contending with difficnliies almost insnr 
BDuntable, in ihe main expedition against Maiden, were 
anfficient to employ all the time, and talents, and resoni- 
cea of the greatest military genius at the head of a wdl 
appointed army." 

When general Hattison waa directed to repair to the 
Aontier of Ohio, ibe eecretarj at war authorised him to 
deaignate an officer to take command of the troops inten- 
ded to operate in the direction of the Wabash and Illi- 
nois rivers. On the 32od of September, under date from 
St. Mary's, the general appointed major-general Hqpking| 
\of Kentuchy, to thia command. At the same liSe^lgS^ 
jonel RpSBel him self, one of the heroes of King's Monn- 
(tain, was leading an expedition of nouDted rangera, 
[against the Indians of the Peoria towns, in Illinois. 
I The commander-in-chief, under date of Piqua, STtb 
M September, ann on need to the war department, his ar- 
langemenls for the campaign in Ihe following terms: — 
" The final arrangement for the march of the army to- 
wards Detroit is as follows : The right column, compos- 
ed of Ihe PeDnsy lTania and Virginia troops, are directed 
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ta TeadewonB at Wooslar, a town upon the head walen 
of Mohecan, John's creek, thirtj-Bve miles north ot 
Mount VeTDOD, and forty-five milea west cf Canton, and 
proceed from thence bj Upper Sandnsky, to the rapids 
of the Miami. The middle column, consisting of twelve 
bondred Ohio militia, will march from Urbana, wbeis 
ther now are, taking general Hall's (rack to the RanidB ; 
and the leli column, composed of a detachment of le^ 
diars, under colonel Wells, end six Kentucky regiments, 
will proceed from Fort Defiance down the Miami, to the 
Rapids. The monnted force, under an officer whom I 
■hall select for that parpote, will take the route mention- 
ed in my former teller, from Fort Wayne up the St, 
Joaeph's, and across Che waters of the rlTer Saisio. 
Upon refleclion, I am Induced to abandcn the scheme of 
atrackin^ Detroil ; for should it be successful, bb the in- 
fantiy will not he in readiness lo support Ihem, it musf 
necessarily he abandoned, and the inhabitants be moie 
exposed to the depredations of the Indians than they now 
are. A more useful employment will he, (o sweep the 
western aide of the strait and lake, of the Indians who 
nreficattsred fromBrownslown to the Rapids, rioting upon 
the plnnder of the farms which have been abandoned." 

From Fort Wayne, general Winchester proceeded » 
down the Miami of the lake to DsGance, but was impe- ' 
ded in hia march by a 1ai^ body of Indians, and aoma 
nitish troops, with artillery. Of the advaace of IhU 
force towards Fort Wayne, general Harrison was inform- 
ed on ihe same day, by two expresses, one from goTeroor 
Meigs, enclosing a letter fiom Cleveland, and the other 
from general Winchester. General Harrison, on the 
evening of the same day, started to Defiance with two 
TC^menls of infantry, and Ihe whole of ihe mounled 
men, and reached that place on the Qnd of October; hnt 
the enemy had passed that point, some days before. la 
the march to Defiance, ihe troops suffered greatly: ihe 
weather was cold and inclemenl, and the want of tents 
was severely felt. The general shared the same priva- 
tions as his troops, and by his fortitude and cheerfulness, 
sstved to encourage his men. While at Defiance, news 
rsachid the armV) that gauenl Harrison had bean sp- 



pointed to the command of the whole Dorth-westeni ie- 
paiUneat, — a fact which gaTe great aatisfsctioii to the 
troops, and contributed to reconcilo them to ths Biduona 
eerrice in which they were engaged. Wben making 
this appoinlmeot, (he department had ^ven to ^nerd 
Wincheater, the option of remaining with HamBon, oi 
of joining the army on the Niagara frontier. General 
HaniaoD, in announcing hie appoiolment to general Win- 
cheater, savs : >> Need f add, ihat it will give me the most 
heartfelt pleasure, if you could determine u> remaia with 
lis." On the 3rd of October, at camp Defiance, under a 
general order, in yielding up the command of hia detach' 
mont, general Winchester said ; 

" 1 have the honor of announcing to this army the ar- 
riral of general Harrison, who is duly aulhoriz^ by tbs 
executive of the federal government, to take the com- 
mand of the north-western army. 

"This officer, enjoying the implicit confidence of the 
states, from whose citizens this aimy is and will be eoU 
lecled, and poseeaRing himself, great military akill and 
lepnlation, the general is confident in the belief that his 

Eresence in this army, in the character of its chief, will 
hailed with universal amtrobation." 
General Winchester, preferring the service in the north- 
west, to that on the Niagara frontier, general Harrison 
immediately invested him with ths command of the left 

I wing of the army, the advance portion of which was then 
at Fort Defiance. 
An accus<<tion has been preferred egainet general Har- 
risoQ, by Winchester and his friends, that he had in- 
trigued with the war department to obtain the command, 
with which he whs now invested. This charge is foond- 
ed on the fact Ihat the officers of the regiments of Poagae, 
Jennings, and Barbee, had req^oested the president to ap- 
point general Harrison to the supreme command in the 
west. It is to be borne in mind, that Winchester had no 
right to command these regiments — they had been dis- 
tinctly assigned to Harrison by the proper authority. 
Winchester had no command but of the single delacb- 
ment sent from Kentucky for the relief of Hutl. How 
then could the memorial of Hajrifion's own t^ceis, in 
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Atot of bis beiar made coramaDdeT-in-ehief, inteifera 
with the rights of general Winchester, when he never 
had been invested with, nor promised that station t Th* 
raeniorial did not ask that Winchester should be bu>- 
pended in the command of his particular detachment, but 
simply that Harrison should be placed in a new position. 
This charge baa been fuUy met, however, by the written 
statements of general Wallet Tajlor, late oflndlana, the 
Rev. Samuel Shannon, captain John Arnold, the Rev. 
James Sogget, and general Thomas Bodley, of Ken- 
tucky; aifof whom were present with the army at tb« 
period of this alledged inttigae. Their statements, mado 
in 1817, '18 and '19, are published at length in Daw- 
son's Life of Harrison. They prove subatantiaUy and 
fully, that when general Winchester arrived at Fort 
Wayna to take command of the detachment assigosd 
him by the secretary at war, that great disapprobation 
was expressed by the officers and men, at tiie oircum- 
Stance ; tbat the dissatisfaction was ao great as to amount 
almost to open mutinv — that Harrison, by his genenl 
orders and his personal appeals to the officers and troops, 
did much to leooncile them to the change, and, in short, 
that but for hu inflnence and most active exertions, Uia 
men would have refused to serve under ganeral Win- 
ch eater. 

It is due to the repatation of general Winchester, to 
add, that the principal objection of the volunteers to sstt- 
ing under him, arose from the fact of hia being an officer 
in the regular army. They had no personal objection to 
him. Indeed, it was not so much a dislike to general 
Winchester, which created the difBculty, as a desire to 
serve under one who had so recently gained the brilliant 
victory of Tippecanoe, ' and was familiar with Indian 
warfare. 

From Defiance, general Harrison relumed to St. Ma- 
ry's, and from thence passed through Piqua and XJtbana 
to Franklinton, which was the line of march for the right 
wing of the army. His object in returning to this plaea 
was 10 hasten the supplies of provisions, clothing and 
ammunition, and make other arrangements for the ad- 
vanoB of the troopa. While at St. Mary's, on hia way 



to FranlcUDton, be was informed that Fort Wayne ynm 
wait invested. He forthwith diapalched colonel Allen 
"IViQiiile, with five hundred mounted Tiflemen, to the re- 
lief of the plane. At Frank! in ton, he received a dispatch. 
froiD (he worth; officer commanding tliis expedition, io- 
fotming him of'^ite partial failure, in consequence of the 
defection of one'half of his troops, who abandoned him 
upon reaching Fort Wajne. He ptoceeded, however, 
with the remainder, and destroyed two Indian villages. 
Abaal the aame time, intelligence reached the com 
mander-in-chief, of the failure of the expeditian undei 
general Hopkins, against the Indian villages on the Itli- 
QoiB lirer. Another expedition, prosecuting at llie same 
time) and in the same region, under governor Edwatds 
and colonel Ruaael, surprised the Ki ekapoo town of £ b- 
orJB, at the head of Peoria lake, and either killed gr dis- 
pereed the iniiabltants. In connection with these opera- 

\ tioDS, the brilliant defence of Fort Harrison, under tha 
leommand of the gallant captain, Zachar; Taylor, ma; be 

Jnamed. It covered that yoang oSicer with glor;, and 

/ led to hie being honored with the brevet c< 

I major, in the United States army. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ta of the Biray.— Tupper'a eipe^ition to the Rapids^— 
Campbell's expedition to MiaeiBsimwBj. — G«ieist Hanistsi 
recommends a Seet on lake Erie. — Flan of operalianB for tbe 
campaigD. — Again urgee'on the ^ecretaiy at War tbe aec«>. 
■i^ of a fleet on lake Erie. — Winchester's movement to ths 
Sapida. — His movenient to the river Kiisin, and defeat on 
the 32nd of January ■ — The question examined, on whom rests 
(he blame of that defeat. — Opinioa of Wood — M'Afee's. 
opinioai. — AddrEss of tho Kentucky and Ohio ofliceis. 

We now recur to movements more immedialetj under 
the direction of the commander-in-cbief. " Ttte Uoopa 



mtnatiiigia thAlinenf c^ienUioDi, which psMedfrmQ 
OslaWBte, bj Upper to Lower SainhiBin', compossd of 
the biigaJps from Virginia and PnDDajlTaDia, and that 
ofPerlnnB' rroni Ohio, were dpsig-natad iu genrral srdeie, 
■nd eonimonlj known ae Ihe righ* wing nr die annj t 
Tup)»prs brigade from Ohio, oiaviag. on HuD'b road,fbN 
■ned the cerilre divUion; and the KenloekianB, umler 
WincbfateT, were Bijled the left wing." 

Early in November, generajjutyfr of the Ohio milt* 
lia, triih B deiachmeni of atxhu^hd and fiA; men, 
marched to the repidt of the MiBmi. of the lake, fot th« 
pnrpose of attarkmg a fct(ce of aeveral hundred Indiana, 
and some Bfiiiah ttoope, tvho werp at that point galber- 
ing-com. Before starting, iie advised (general Winchester 
«r the intended maVnment. He reaohed the foot of the 
Rapid*, and made aneSort to croas ihe river in the night, 
for the parpdte of meeting the enemy next momin^. 
Failing in this, heditpatchni aneiprPMto general Win- 
eheiler, on the 14tti, stating hia Hitaaiion, and asking for 
a rainforoement. 

After farther ineSectnal altetliplB to (noss the rirer, and 
to decoy the enemj^ acroea, he returned to hia enoamp- 
ment. M'Afeei in lijs hiitory of the war, thna naiieea toA 
pTogresa and result of the eipediiion ; "When Tuppei'a 
BMiond ezpreao reached gurerat WincheHtttr'a camp, be 
■ found that a detachment of foar hundred men had been 
•ant out undor the command of cotunel Lewis, to raarcl) 
to bis. support; they proceeded, on the morning of the 
ISth, down the tefi bank of the rivers and in the eoorao 
of the Bight ensign Charles S. Tndd was tent with a few 
men by colonc) Lewie toappriseTupper of hia approeoh, 
to concert the time and manner of formiag a junction of 
the two ooTps, Todd found Tapper's camp eTBRuated, 
and the Itodies of two men, who had been killed ana 
scalped. Todd returning with this infnrmalion to coto> 
■Ml Lewis, that officer rptreated with his command ta 
'Wiacheeler's eamp. If this expedition did not produM 
all the good which might have reanlted from it, it was of 
^retit service in one particular. The detaohmeut of Bri- 
tish and IndiaiiB. cinsiating of about four hundred of Iha 
latUr, and aiiTeaty-&ve of the fonnef) fell back upoa th^ 



liwT Ibiafai, ami gave np the id«ii of remoiinif the eoiti 
from tbe sbacxloni-d farms at the RapNJa, which was Iba 
objeot of their being at that pFace." 

About the period of this euierpriee, the cominander-iiy- 
ohief teeotced to tend nn expeaiuon against the Indiui 
towns on the Missisainiwa; river, one of the branches 
of the Wahaah. Thii measure was rendpred ihe mcaa 
DBcesaary from the l^laie of the expedition under gen- 

-.eial Hopkins, already mentioned. The deiachmeot 
WIS piaeed under lieatenant ci^onel Campbell, of thtt 
19th United States regiment. It was composed of six 
handled mounted nun. Th«; left Praeklinton on tbo 
SSth of NoTomber, >asBed Greenville on the 14th of 
December, and reached the first villngn, on the Missia- 
a intwa y, on the I8th, which was aitaehed, and eighim3> 

. killed, and fortj-lwo prisoners taken. Two other towns 
ware riailed and destrojed, the inhabitants having fled. 
BefoM dajr on the following nwmiog, the Indians et> 

' lieked colonel Campbell's camp. A serere acitoo of an 
boar ensued, when the Indians were finall; charged wit^ 
gi«at spirit end dispersed. Thej left fifteen dead on the 



eranDd, others were thrown into tbe river or carried of. 
Coloael Cenpbell bad eight killed, and forty-cigfa 
woaaded. When the detachount reached Greenville, oi 



tiieir reluni, une-half of it was unfit for duty, being e 
ther wounded, froet-eitten, or siok. General Harriatw 
iisaed a general order, after tile expedition was termina- 
ted, from which we qnote the ooaciuding paragraph. It 
'must hfl universally admired, not leea for the beauty of 
the sentiment, than the elo*)ueBee with which it is ex- 
prassed : 

" But the cberocter of ^lis sallaot detaebment, exhib- 
iting as it did, perseverance, fnrtitudesnd bravpry, would, 
hawevRr, be incomplete, if in the midst of victory they 
had foi^tten the feelings of hamaniiy. It is wiih ihs 
UDCerest pleseure, that the general has heard that the 
meat punctual nbedienee was paid to lijs orders, in not 
only eaving- all lb p women and children, hut in sparing 
•II the warriors who ceased to resist ; and, that when 
vigoronsly attacked by the enemy, '^he clainib of mercy 
p»nuled oTu ever} sense of their own danger, and th» 



lietafe iMnd mpeolcd the lives oT Aeir priMntois. %et 
mn acosDDt of murdi^rpd iifocwence be opeced hi lh«' r»> 
cordB of Heaven, ssbinst durenemiesaloiw. 'TbeAOMi- 
iean anldrer will foUotv the example of hn governinent, 
and the swnrd of Ihe oite, will not be raised a^inst th« 
feHen and the helpless, nor Ihe gold of the other pud fbt 
tfae' acatps of a massacTed pnsmj." 
I. The troops composing: thp li-fi nin^ of the aim]', haT- 
ioE finisiiea the erecciou of F pft Winches ter, were direo- 
ita by the commandpr-in-chiel,' tarT; ih Deirenber; to 
oiaKsh to ihe Rapkls, so sonn as pTorisimis for s few 
wreks had bpsn Hccojntilated. On the 13th of this 
month, general Harrison, in a Utter to the war depart- 
ment, sajs: ■■ If there were not some JmiiortaBtpolitioal 
reason, orpng thi- recover; of the MicnigBa tirrltorj^ 
and the eaptnre of Maiden, as soon as these objects can 
possibly bs pSected ; aad that to accomplish tbem a fe«r 
veeks sooner, espense was to be disregarded, T should 
not hesitate to say, that if s email proportion of the 
Sams, which vrill be expended in the quarter'master's 
Jepartmeni, in (hit active prospcntitm of the campaign, 
daring the winter, was devoted to the oblainingthe com- 
mand i>f lake Erie, ibe wishes of the government in 
theiT utoioSl extent, oould be accomplished without di(B- 
enltj, it) the mtrntha of April and Hitj. Maldep,De-| 
troit snd Macinaw, wonld &II in rapid succession," I 
The np(«SBiiy~cif seroring the naTsI ascendency of lake I 
Erie, had beeji fonibty pointed not to the gnvernmeat, 
by general Harrison, ag enrly as the year iB09. 

Oti IhR 30th, the eommander-in-chief established bH 
bead qni 

in^ him of the result of the Mifslssiniway Expedition. 
He f'irthwith started for Chillicnthe, to consult with 

Sovernor Meiffs about another expedition against the In* 
isHS of that (]uarier. At Franlilintoa he received a lel> I 
ler from the new secretary st wnr.'Hr. Moorue, in which he \ 
is itifnrnied that the president, having great csniidence in 
the siilidlly n{ his npinion, leaves tiie object of the eaii>- 
paign entirely to the deeision of general Hsnisoa, and 
juocniae* the snppoit of the governneiit to any measona 



b« may thtDk prapar to adopL In ■ lelfer fim Wn^ 
linton, dntnl the 4Ih ot JnnnBry, 1613, the fieneral eayi 
to the dpparlment : ■'Mypbtn of bpfTBlions Iim beei, 
■nil DOW is.- to oocupy the Mianii Rnpids, and to dfpooit 
tiirra as mnob pronsioni as pnftnible; 10 moie from 
thance with a ohoiee iletachmpnt r>f the army, and witti 
aa much proTision, artillery aii[tBinmflDitioQ,a«thtimpBaB 
iaf tnnspo nation nil! allow — mako a dpntanetmriaD ti>- 
warda Di'trrit, and b; a sudden paaasii^ of the slreit 
■pon Ihe ice, an actual inTratitiire <i[ Maiden.'' On Clu 
6ih, in another letter, ihe e>-nHraT eays : " Should our of- 
fontiro oppratione be suapended uniil spring. It ia mj 
decided opinion, that The luoat oBVcfual and oheapeal plan 
vill bp to obtain ihe cnramanit nf ibe \ikn. Thia bmag 
Mieeefiecli'd, eTPry difficult; wilt be remnTed. An arraj 
of four thonaaad men, laiidnd on the north aide of Iho 
lake, below Maiden, will sonn reduce that plare— retain 
Detroit, and, wirh the aid of the fleet, proceed Jown the 
labs to eo^pprete with the Hnnjp froin Niagara." A few 
days after ihe date of ihia letter, the geoeral returned to 
Upper Sanduaky, where troops and Bbpplies (or the army 

We Buain retnm to the left wing of the army. H'AP 
-fee, in his "Hialory of the Late War," says: 

" General Harriaon had expeeted, on his first aniTal 
U Upper Sandusky, about the tSlfi of December, to be 
met there by an eiprees from general Winchester, with 
information of his advance to thp Ra|>ids, in ocmformitj 
with the advice which had preiiooaly been pJTen htm. 
Aa no such iiiformalion had arrived, lie soon anerwarda 
dispstched ensign C. S. Todd, division jiidEre adrneats 
of the Kentucky troops, to Winchester's camp, on the 
Miami below Definnce. T'^dd was aceniopaDipd by two 

Knilemen of the Mlcliigan terril'iry, and three Wyandott 
dinns. He prn^eilea directly across the country, aoA 
performed the Jonmey with a denree of secrecy and dia- 
pateh highly hi>ni>ralile to his skill and entirprise, bav 
tt^ cmnpletely eluded all the scouts of thfc enemy. He 
was instnicteil to cnnimnnimle lo genera! Winchester 
the fnllnwine directions and pinna from the commandsT- 
i»«hwf i *' tliat as aoon as bo had apoumulated provisiofM 
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tbt tw«aXy days, he waa auAortin) to adTinea to A» 
Rapids, wh^re he wat to FOiiimnnee the buildiosof hirta, 
to iniluce the enpniy to bplieve that he yai s.iiiigp iiilA 
TiniHf ijDiTterN; thiit he was to cnnstnict hIms foi lh« 
main eipedition af^iiist MaldeOi bui lo iniprea? il on th« 
iBiiida or hta men that Ifavv were for iranaporting prnvi- 
siont fiom the interior; that the dlltereiil liixw ol' tha 
arnij would be ooncentnted at that place, and a choiM 
detachment rrnni th<' wtinle wiiold ihrn be DiHTclied rap- 
idly on Maiden j that iit the meaniiiiie he was to occupy 
the Rapids, for the purptui; of aacuring the provixinna and 
nnrfi forwarded from the other wiiiga of uie army." 

On the 39nd, ■ moderal'' aupply of proriiioiii and elnih- 
ing were received by general Winelieatai. On ihe 30th, . 
tkvi mnrch Tor Ihe KHpida waa oommencad, and, at tha 
Min« time, Mr. Lealia Coml.a, a voluntorr in tlie army, 
waa aent to infuroa (he rommaii'Irr-iD-Fbier of Ihe move- 
neiit; hot nwingto n severe anow-atorin, he >lid sot raat^ 
hlin,at Upper iJandueky. until thi* ILlh of January. 

While on his march to the Rapida, a diipatch nu 
receivnd b^ Wincheatrr, fnim gaiierat Hartisim, rttcoia> 
■lendiiie him la abandon the innvement ti> ilie Rapids, aiHl 
AiU back to F' jtt Jepiijiigs . This waa owin^ in the jn- 
foTmatiiD brourlil by cokihel Campbell, from MiMaiaain- 
iway, in rnjard lo the Indians; bui the rpciiminendatioH 
was not folbwed. On ibe lOili of January, the delaoh- 
ment under Winohesier reachi^ the Repida. On the 
Illh, a dispatch waa sent to inform ibe commander-in- 
chief of tlie ariirai <it ihe troopa at that point; but th« 
commiimcetioii waa transmitted by tlie persons who were 
takirg the worn-nul park horses to Fort MoArthuT, a 
place as diata.-ii from the Rapids as Upper iiandnal^ 
and from u-hieb it must then pass throayh a awampy nil- 
dernrsB of forty mjlpa, tn the heed quarier* of thr gfene- 
lal, and was finally rfreiTed by him at the Rapids, th« 
point from whence il started. 

On the tSih, jrcneml Winchesler forwarded eDAIbet 
letter by the samr kind of conTeyance, to the oommand- 
er-tii-chier, at SaaduAky, saying, thai nc reliance cuald 
be p'ari'd on ri'ininiug any uf thi- Keniurky troops, afUt 
the expiration of their letm of nettioe, in February. Tbia 



wu Hnt to Loner Randartj, widi thh 
endorapnif lit on the. baefai " general Tupppr will plraw 
to forwarJ thU letlrr by express. J. WincliesleT," It 
did not rrHoh Hif ei^iaiaivder-ia-chiet iiDiil the nnrniDB 
of the I6tfa, and was the Jiril inforniatlun wbich ne had 



. fpDce or itial eient as early as jinB»ibIe, that be might 
aend on the remaining siorea and troops. 

On the cTening of the 13ib, tw" FreaohmFD anived 
ttam tbe riret Raisin, with infarmation that the Indiana 
had thre&iened.tfi aitack ibrit tuwn, and asking assist- 
ance flam general Winchester. On the I4th and l6th, 
other inErssei<gt>ia arrived in camp, malting aiiuilaj ap- 
pnls. Gtnat ardor now prevailed among ilie troopa Ut 
march to RaiBin, and a majnriiy of officers concurringi 
gefteral Winchester agreed to ibe niovenii'nt. Raisin w 
tfairtjr-eii inilaa rrom the Eapidn, and eighteen fioui Mai- 
den. On the ntmiing of Uie ITtb, colonel Lev^ia, with 
a detachment of men, miived down t<i Pte atiQe I sle, a dis- 
tanee of twenty miles. Here be aacfro'-ieo'lftat four 
hundred Indians wFre at Ibe Raiain, and tlmt Elliott was 
expected from Maldea, wiib a detachment to attack ibe 
oamp at the Rapids. This infurmation was aent hdck to 
Winchester, who forwarded it in a dispatch to tbe com- 
mander-ln-cbier, wiib inforniation of the movenienl he 
was oiaking to Frencbtown. The dispatch was sent by 
way of Lower Suiduskjr, and was met at Ibis place bj 
general Harrison, on iLe morning of the 191b. 

On tbe 18tii, Leuia reached F;enchtown, no the Rai 
UD, Diet the enemy at that place, attacked and defeated 
■hem, wiib eonaiderable Iokb. On tbe night of tbe 18lbi 
ft lapaaentcer was sent to Winehesier with news of the 
result. Tbe intalligerce made the troops under him anx- 
ious to move on to Frenchtown. On the 30th, at nl^t, 
Winchester, with all the troops that could be spared from 
tbe Rapids, reached Frenchtown, and enratoped in aa 
open lot of err.iuid, on tbe right or Lewis' detachmeat, 
wbich was defended by some garden pickets. Culnnel 
WelU commandeil thn reinffircement. To him, general 
iWiacheaier named, but did not direct a breast-work, foi 
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tba defence of his camp. The general faiineelf ealab- 
lithed his head-quarters io a hoiue oa the oppoute aide 
of the livr, more than a lialf a mile from his troops. 
On the Slst, a epot wae Belected for the whole amij to 
caipp io good order, wiih a dtterminaiion to foilifjf on 
the Dest day. Certain broimation was received ihrongh 
the daj, thai the Briiish were preparing to make an at- 
tack, end that it would be made with aispatch. Colo- 
nel Wells obtained leave, in ^e evening, to return to the 
Rapids, which plate he reached that night, and found 



Cneral Harrison, who had arrived the day before, and 
d made every PXertioD in his power to hasten on a re- 
inforof ment. It shonid here be staled, that when Feneral 



n the lllh, was advised by Mr. Combs' dis- 

Kitch, of general Winchester's movement towards tiie 
aisin, he ordered on some droves of boge, and held the 
artillery in readiness to march aa soon as he should be 
advised of tiie arrival of the detaohment at the Rapids. 
On the 16ih, the command er-iiHchief was j!rtf informed of 
Winchester's ariivel at the Rapids, and thai he medita- 
ted B movement a^inst the enemy, and had sent to Fei- 
kine, at Lower Sxndnsky, for a battalion of men. Gene- 



nl Harrieun immediatetv gave ordera for the anillerj to 
advance bj (he way of Portage river, with a gaard of 
diree faondred men under niajor Orr. Escorts of provi- 



n the same rente ; but owing to the 
badneds of 1he [oads, slow progress \kas made. At the 
same time an eiptew waa sent to the Rapids for infor- 
mation, which was to ftam and meet th«> commander-in- 
chipf at Lower Sandusky, which place he reached on the 
following nighl. On the I8ih, a battalion, under majoi 
Coigreave, wan started from the Rapids. General Harri- 
son determined to follow, that he might have a personal 
eonsaltation with Winchester. At fonr o'clock, on the 
morning of the ISth, he received a letter from Winches- 
ter, annnnncing Lewis* advance to the Raisin, and the 
objects of the eipedllion. He immediately ordered the 
rrmuniog regiment nt Perkins' brigade to march to the 
Rapids, and proceeded there himself. On hie way he 
mei an express, with intelligenoe of Lewis' baltin on the 
18th. On the morning of the SOthf be reat^ed the Rap* 



[da, knd foalid thu Wraohealer hul mMoIieil rhc evMinf 
bcfure for the river Raiain, hnTtng:1en Pa;ns in hiaoamp 
vith three huortred men. Mnjnr Cutgr^re was ao impe- 
ded bj bad roads and iea, that on the oight of the 3Utt 
he wae yet lil^eeii inilia frotn Raisin. WhpD grneral 
Hartienn reached Ae Rapids, on the 90th, b« setit cap- 
tain Hart pxpreaa to FrenDhtovrn, that Wiochestei might 
be informed of the moTpments in ^t* rear, and iriih lo- 
stnictinns to thn general " to maintain the potition at the 
river Raisin al Any rate." On the 3lBt, a dis|)atch wae 
Kceived frnm general Wtnchpater, in which he staled, 
that if bis force was iiiRreased to one thousand nr Iwelva 
bundred, he could maintain the groniid lie had gained. 
On the evening of that day, Perkina' brigade reachn] the 
Bapida, end the remaining KeiilDckians, aoder Pajne, 
were ordered to march to Wiimhester, which Ihey did 
next morning. The corps ander Colgreave and Pafne, 
woald have made the amy undpr Winchester considetB' 
biy stronger than the amount deemed by him sufficient 
to hold bis positinii. At 13 o'clock, A. M. of the S2ai, 
Mws of the attack on Winchester reai-hMl the Rapids. 
GenEral HsiriBon iaamediately ordpred ihe regiment of 
Perkins' brigade to march with all poseible expedition, 
■nd procepdeii himaelf after tlie detachment under Payne, 
which he soon overtook. In a bhurt lime aorae men were 
met, who announced the total defeat of WinclieMer'a 
forces, and that the British and Indians were pursuinf 
them to the Rapids, This report induced the general to 
katten on witb etili greater rapidity. In a short lime, 
other fugitives were met, who siaied tiial the defeat was 
total, and that reaistance on the part of our troops bid 
ceased early in the day. A council nf Ihe genefal and 
ietd olficera Was then held, who decided that it was im- 
prndent and unnecessary to proceed any further. Some 
parties of active and entprpnsing men were sent forward 
to assist and bring in those who mii^ht have escaped. 
He reet of the detachment returned to lbi> Rapids. 

The tragical events which occurred nt Frenclitown, on 
the asnd and 33rd, would require, in their detail, mme 

Sace than can be assigned them in this work. They 
led tha West with monraidg, and liave been again and 



^Hln TficoUAted, iti every part of tmr land. WinobeMw 
had wiHi him in all, nine bflndred men. The Brillih 
and Indians, hy whom he was defrnled, amnantpd lo neu 
three thonxand. The loss of Winclieaier van two ban- 
died and ninctfiD killod, tnaieacred and misatng. Owlf 
Ibirty-three iwnped to the Rapids. The Briiish look fiT»> 
hundred and rortj-atiTen prisoners, and the ladlani forty* \^ 
fire. Tlie loss of the Brilisli in killed and wounded ia 
anppoiFd to have bf^n between three and four iiandred. 

So grett a diftaeter, as tbn defeat at ibe rixer Raisin, 
ereatnl mar^h exi-itpmpnl tbronghout tht> country. The 
qanation ariaee, npnn whom ihs blame of this defeat shoald 
regt 1 Wf< prnpofie tn My a fuw words apon thia siibjeot. 
In dring 10, we di-vlnlm, id advance, all unkind feeling 
towards the name and lame of pineral Wincheater, wha 
Wis a brave snidier of Ibe revolution, and 'n novi " galb- 
ered to bis fathers," — two circDmsianceB BufKcipnt to dia- 
arm eriticixm, and allay cpDBUre. Our only nlijact ia la 
abow that the blame of this calamity eaDimt. with any 
Justice wfaatevpr. be laid upon the coaimander'in-chtef. 

General Harrison basbem censured foriheadvancr of 
Winchester to the rJTer Raisin ; and, for out MnfoiBinf 
him whi»n iherp. 

Tbr- iaslmetions sent hy (^neral Harriaoa to Winehaa- 
ler, which wern delivered lo him on the 3<lth of Dect<n>< 
ber, at bin camp, a few inilea lielow Fort Defiance, by es- 
airn Todd, were, that he abonld move to the Rapida, 
when twenty days' proviaions bad been accumntated-v 
that when he reached that place, he was to build huta, 
as if jioiiij^ into wintrr quarters, and then lo ennalruet 
a)eds, fur the main hut s<>crrt expedition of the cam- 
paign, an attack upnn Maiden, □ontemplati'd by the com- 
mand cr-iD-Rhief, attar the other linea of the army bad 
concentrated al the Rapids. While on his way to ifaa 
Rapida, general VVineheater ntceived another diapalcb 
from general Harrison, recommending him, iu oonae* 
quenee of inform^illon rt^eived from uolonel Campbidit 
of a Isriie bndy of Indians on the Wa hash, under Te- 
camthe, to abandnn the mnvement 'o tbp RapiJa, and 'all 
Iwck, with tho.yresler part of h s force, to Fort Jeo- 
Btngs. Thia rvjommeadatioa waa dlaregatded. So fat 
3* 



fiom BPT sOlhori^ beiBg giv«n UmIo nuke » moTramt 
fram tbe Rapids, ag&ioat the eueniy, eaah a mivpment 
waainditeciTiolBUonof thewholeplanof ibe eanpaigiii 
U eommunieat«d lo him. Of courBr, general WinrhM- 
ter eouJd have had no aasaraiices of support, when ma- 
king a iDoveincnt not con lem pin ted hj the com maud ST'^n- 
cfaief, and in violalion of hta orders. 

Afi«T general HairiBon waa informed that Winchester 
had arrired at the Bapide, which inforniatjoa did not 
raacb him until the night of the 16th of January, and 
that he neditaied some moisiiient against the enemy, ha 
did all in his power to hasten forward the necessary rein- 
foroemeols. Hp waa then at Upper Sandusky, sixt;<Gve 
miles from the RBpid*,aad oae nundred from Raisin, the 
point to' which Winchpaier's meditated attack was di- 
ncied. The space between the two former puinls, was 
a awampj wildprneaa, the ground partly froaen, and al- 
aoat impsBsable for troops or artillery. The preceding 
narrative hae shown the protaptafss and energy wiiE 
which general Harrison pushed forwajd thn leinfoice- 
mentB. Hia personal exrrliana to reach. the scene of ac- 
tion, were Tery great. Heetarlsd from Lower Sandusky 
in a sleigh, with general Perkins, and a serrant, to over- 
take the battalion under Cotgreave. "Aa the elelgh 
went very slow, from the roughness of the road, he look 
Iha hune of his servant ancT pushed on alone. Night 
came upon him in the midst of the swamp, which was ao 
imperfectly frozen, that the horse sunk to hia belly at 
every step. He had no lesource but to dismount and 
lead his horse, jumping, himself, from one sod to auotber, 
which WHS siilid enough to support him. When almost 
exhausted, he met one of Cotgreave's men coming back 
(o look for his bayonet. Tbo general told him, be would 
not only pardon liim for the Ions, but supply him witk 
another, if he would aaaist him to get his horse through 
the swamp. By hia aid the general waa enabled to reach 
Iha camp of the battalion."* 

The gallant colonel Wood, than whom, on a question 
of this kind, there is no higher authority, says : " What 



Iremui mfeanB, In (he control of general Raniaoii, eosM 
pKvent the aniicipHted (tiasKter, and uva that aomu, 
whrch WHB alrrndy luohed upno as IobI, as doomnd to iii> 
«Tttable dcstTDciion ? Certaiul; nDD« — bFi-auM tieithei 
orders to halt, Dor ironps to auccnr him, cnuld be rfceJTsd 
in tiiDP, or at least ihat waa thp exfeetaliim. He wa« 
already in motion, and ^neral Harrtsou still at Upper 
Sandusky, sBTeniy iiiilea In bis rear. 'J'ha weather traa 
iDclemeni— the enow waa deep— and a lariie porUoa of 
the blapk ewamp waa yel npen. What could a Tareaaa 
OT an Engpne have doae, iiniter a preaauie of embarrasa- 
' iii|t oircDraitancei, more than Harrisun did ? " 

After the aotiun of ihe IBth, thrre were peverrul rea- 
•ona why general Wincheeter shoald Dot ahandiin his 
{HHition. " The prniPction of ^e FrenEh inhabitant* 
waa now an imperative duly. The adTance to tbeir tourn 
bad been madn at thi^ir aolicitation ; and whea Ihe battla 
bad comiDrnred, many of thrm juined the Amtoieaa 
forces, and fonsht with grnl gallantry ; and aflerwarda 
they Bitarkrd and kilW the straiieliDt! Indians, whcrevel 
they met th^m. Tlieir housps were op^n loouraieti, and 
llipy oRpted logive ap the whole of the proTisiona, which 
yet ToniBtned to thpm, upon (tondiiioo that they should 
not eeain bt ahjindnned tn the Tnry of the saTages, oi 
inb^ti>d for what th^ had done, tii be immuted In (he 
prisons uf Maiden. The nmnunt of proriaioua to be a»- 
onred waa brlieTed to be *pry considerable. The doty 
of proiecilnff the faithful inhabitants, however, had bent 
so atr"TiHly imprestipd by their conduct, on Ihe minds of 
general Wiechesier and hia men, Ihat an order to retreat 
woald nut. pprhaps, have been very prompt]^ obeyed." 

Genprat M'AITee, another meriionnas officer A tha 
late war, in referring to thia disaflroos notion, says ; 

*'Flom^he whole of the farta, which ate now befors 
the reader, he will bpable to judge for bimaalf, vriUi res- 
pect to the ceoRea of the disafler. The advance to the 
river Raisin tvas a very imponant movement; it waa 
made from the best and most ureei^t niolivea; bnt it is 
qDpstionabin whether it was not too baiardoua and pre- 
mature. It waa a rule with genrraJ Harrison, and uih 
doubtedly a very good one, nevtr, io Ittdiao warfare, to 



•Ml4 oat ■ detaebmanl, nnlitM indwpeBMUy RrannaTjr, 
and itien to mtke it saffieMnitj ncenu l« onntend muk 
tite whnl« fOTM oTtiie. enemj. Tlie ruki wh prcaliarlj 
■ppliinble in (ttii initanee. Freiiehtawn -was wilhll 
ei^hMsn miles nf Hsldrn, the beid quutpn r>f ihr eite- 
Mf, ubiln it wu more than dunlile that distiine* fiomi 
tiM Riplds, and about one huadTed milKS, on au BTfnsot 
AuBi the other rorpa of thn American annjr. The iMl 
of ninfon'ing' aii advaHeed ctxft at that p)sc«>, tn sap- 
p*ft it apioai an; aperdji noTPinent of the enem]', was 
DBiwe altogi'ther chiiuerical. It should have been Btrang 
enough in the firsi innlaitce, or with the iRinioTeenieiiU 
U be ilDtaediHtplj sent aflpr it frnm the Rnpidi, to mBia- 
tak) iu ffroand, ae«iiist ilie wbnte diHfXiMble force of lb* 
•nemji for a neek al least. And this wa« prohabl; lb« 
oaae. The peatrM error, Judging from the iufi>rmali(Hi 
we posBeaa, after tht> aJTair is ofer, dosa nnl appeur l« 
lla*ebeeii so mvoh the adTanreoftbr deiachHtent,aBtha 
Bvglpct to fartify the cavip. Tl.e foron aciaally on the 
gTOiDd. if wfll poated aud welt defended b; fi^tifioa- 
tiona, and amplT aupplied with ainaiunition, could cei> 
tainly have ceaiaied suoli an ■llii-k as was made, until 
lelnforceoienta hud airiTed. Or the 91st. i^euerjl Wii^ 
ehcuter tbuB addressed irenetai Harrisofi.' 'All oonounU 
from Browuatown and Maiden afpee in alatitig, that ihc 
SBetn; is pre]>*nn|[ to rftahe ihiAplare; if he efWlS hit 

tFurpoBP, he will pav dear (or it. A few pieces of artiU 
try, howerer, would add to our atreneth, aud jiiTe con- 
fidence to oar friendj in this place.' Though poas«««e4 
of thi* infonneiiim, and Ij^iu^ so near ibe enein;, that 
tbejr could march at bdj lime in the evening, and ariack 
biat before day next Di'«ning, yet he snffereil hie men to 

Ea 10 reat that night in on open camp, in which titej bad 
Jn 1 whole day since hia eirival at that plac^" 
Colonel Wood aaye, ajrain : 

" UnsuipicioDS, and elated with this flash of sncceta, 
the truopa w^te ppnniltrd to aelent, each for himself^ 
■ueh quarters on the west side of the river, as might 
please him beat; whilst the general, not liking lo be ■- 
nonjist %■ parcel of noisy, dirly freemen, took his quaruts 
ta the east tidel. oM u« leut regard being paU to d»> 



fciiee,«ri«r, refriilarity, oraystNn is tba pastUKof tW 
diffnrani corps." After *p^Bl(i>>)r of ^^^ Mttle anJ maa- 
•MTe, be procents: "ihua waa Uiore a oorp* nfoae ttion* 
••Mil men. the etlie of the acnij, totBllj secrilici^, in the 
nioM watibui tnanper pa«aih!p ; ikud thai loo, withoat ths 
■ligfhti>Bi beiiciit tn itipir coantrf or piislerit;. Wilb oaij 
one thitd or one fiiartli of thn fnire deatuied foi ttiat bop- 
*ici>; deatiliile nf artiMerj, of efiuioeeM, of Dies who bad 
•vei Men of hpaid the lejat uf an eaeiaj, tini Ivith but 
■ VFrjr inadi^QHif ^upply of arnmimitiun; how he ei« 
could hSTR eiiUYIainad tiie most diatant hop<t of sueoeaii 
or what ri^l he had to preeuine to cJaini it, in ts me o** 
of ihe stranifei<t things in the world. An adept in dw 
mrt of war ie alone Huihnrized to deiiale from the oidl- 
narj and Mtabliphrd rulee, liy which tirat an for a great 
leiigib of tiifje ha* been usefully And BDcoeaafully af- 
plied. 

" Wineheeter was deatilute of every meaaa of aupporfc 
tog hia corps Ibhk at ttip liter Raisin, waa io the very 
jawn of the enemy, and beyond the rpaeh of succor. 1/ 
lie who fighta with aueh fltinsy pretrnBiiiiM to vielory, " 
will always be bexlpn, and eianiHllj oaght to beu" 

On liif 13th of Fehmary, tba fisid and platoon ofllcnt 
v( all the Kentucky reirinients, from whieh the detacli- 
ment sent to Ihe river Itnisiii, was formed, held a mee^ 
ing' and made the following addrrss to general 'Harriaoa. 
It ia dated at the Miami itapids, and signed by R. M. 
Cano, M. D. Hardin, Patrick Gray, Thoinas Marris, 
-Gtorge Paeh, Joseph Rfddinfri 'L'bcimas Story, Jamet 
W. Gillaapie, James Kinj;, Jo<-l Garnelt, Peter Dudley, 
-'HioinM Brooha, R. C. Holder, TbrninB Geit, S. W. 
-HoGowan, William Calttwell, Daniel Boweo, and Alev 
•nder Welch. I'ht-y wrre nrar the some of action, bad 
every m^nkof knowing the facts in Ihe oaar, and wera 
aiournin^f over ihrir friends, killed or oiaaMcred ai the 
Raisin, when this address waa made to the commaiidei^ 
ia-chief: 

" Alihoagh varinns ranses lievn reduced the r^menla 
■to which we rcapBCiively ttriongto every small mimber, 
ve had flattered ouraelvps, when we mnrched from nnr -i 
Ute Moampmant, on Pwt^e rivM, la thia plaet, tbtt I 



yon WodM h»Te been enabled im mediately to have M 
HI oa, arid to have giren aa an oppnrtnnitj, uadcr jooi 
immediate eye, lo hiife aten^ced the injurj awtained by 
our Triend* sad our coantrj, on lhi> riTei Rnisin, ki th« 
lut mouth; tn have rcfptioed the ground lost, and la 
have seen and aided Jnu in Teparring the loaa sMtained. 
Hnd eircDmGlanc«8 juitilied ;ou in prnorading, we eould 
not hare doubted ttie rpaiill under joar anrpicM, and we 
ebould hara rpmainFd with you, Feirardleis of the lint* 
we had serTed, or the faii^ei we Jiad nndergane, an4 
nninfii»etteiKi by any pecuniar]' coneideiationa. But, m 
•venta not wilhin joar eonirol, 8<«m to forbid immediala 
active oprtrBtiana, the time we hsTe remained in the wil> 
derneaa, aa the adTaane of thn DDrtb-wettem anny, ]» 
qnirea onr return to ciTtiized lile and to our homea. 
When peTaiitt4!d to return, we ahsll, after a eernce «[ 
ail montha under you, oany back to anr friends and o<ar 
eonntr;, a confirmation of thoee hiRh opinions of yooi 
miltlary worth, wbteh were formed upon a firat aoqaaiot- 

" ^Miuld eircumatanoea again call aa to the field, wa 
aboald be highl; gmiified at being placed under yo«r in- 
mediale command. In Ibe mpaatiine, permit aa to a»- 
auTs yon. that we enlerl^n fiir you, indiTidaallTt tka 
faieheet nentimenta of personal reepect and eateeoi. 

In the -month of February, the two brigades of Ohie 
aiititi^i, under Tapper and Peikina, were disohaigedt 
l^p general and field offinrrs, on ihe SOth, at camp Mt 
•nil Rapids, msidc an addi<>8s to Denoial Hairison. Wa 
quoin the concluding paraeraph : 

" Great waa th« underrakinif, and nnmeroua the obata- 



clea which opposed your progr 
ly one hundrpd and fi[\y diiI>*s i 



a wildpmesa afnt 



ly one hundrpd and fiCly diiI>*s wbb to be traveraed, which, 
with iia awamps and tnoranseR, presented difGculties fat 
greater than the Alp«. Greet ax were th^ obsieclea, 
relyins nn ihe willingnpaa of your troops to eiidure any 
bard«h(pa, to reanh the euF.my, yo'i riehily judged that 
they mighl be surmoanled. A 'fiw weeks past, pTery 
fiiicumatanep united to promise yoit an immi-diate acooiB- 
pliahment of your dexifna. La»e auppties of pron- 
la mnnitiaiis of war wen ao far ad- 
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mio«d R3 to be wilhjn your control ; joot Uoop», with 
•n Bubouiided Teiianee on jour jadgment and ikill, wen 
eager %o be led up to the eaemy, hi^ wailed but yoar on 
4ei to mareh ; your exeruoRs had been grpal, aod evpry 
tbJBg promised ihe suffering soldier a speed; reward for 
bis toils. Al lliis important momenl the unrortunate 
moTement of gcnoTal Wimthesler to the river Raisin, 
with ita unhappy conBetpiences, (a movement we belieTA 
without yoar orders or concarrence) broke tbs suecessfat 
chain of operations, and preseuted new and nnluoked-foi 
diRiculties before you. 

" On retiring froin serrioe, sir, we are happy in assn* 
ling yon of osr fullest coDfidenca, and that of our rea- 

Ctive comntaBda, in the mesBnif s you have taken ; thejr 
e been cautions, sliillful, and goarded, such as wonM 
al tbiB time haT« carried our armi to tlia walla of Mal- 
^o, had not ths unhappy occurrences at the river Raiaia 
checked your progress, and for a abort time thwarlvd 
JouT plana of operation. That you may soon teach th« 
enemy the disliDCiion between an honorable and saTega 
warfare, by planting Oar staudard in the heart of iheii 
country, and regain the honor and territory we haTslost, 
and, as a jaat tribute to valor, toils and anflering, receire u 
the grateAil thank* of a generoo* and frpe people, !• 
among the first, the wannest wishes of. our henrls." 

This address Is signed by Edward W. Tupj>er, SintoB 
Perkina, Charles Miller, John Andrews, William Rsyen, 
Bobert SafTord, N. Beaaley, Jsmea Galloway, Solomon 
Beiittey, George Danow, W. W. ColgreBve, and Jacob 
Frederick. 

The conclasions to which every candid mind mnat 
Borne, after a careful pemsal of the preceding narrative, 
and the high teatimony by which it is accompanied, aie 
the folbwinv: 1. That general Winchester's movement 
to the river Kaisln was In violalion of the orders of gei>> 
era] Harriann and tfae plan of ihe campaign. S. That 
when informed of the movement, gentral Harriaon. did 
M in his power to reinfoice the dptachment uitder Win- 
oheater. 3. That after the mnremetiC had been made, 
and tlie batile of the 18lh had pconrred, it was ineip«< 
4ieU to abandon the place. 1. Ttutifganenl WiDot)M> 



ttr hud takea Ae neoeiMTy itsp* la fortifT his camp. Mid 
■mnjie bis trnopB, the defeat of the Q2nd of January 
would not, in all hamita probability, have tahpn place. 

It is due to Ibe repalaliou nf gpnrnd Wiiicb>'ater. to 
add, that in Ihii unfbrtutinte and uuauthoriird movement 
to the tiver Raisin, he was lUBtained. gni^raUj, by the 
officers and men of his corps. The; werp a gallant 
band, panting for an opporlunily, before theii rciurn to 
Kentucky, to raeet their conDtrj'a enpniy : Uiis frHing, 
with the slil) noblai one of proiecting- ti\e women and 
childrnn of French town. Tram the lomahawk and tcaip* 
lag knifp, cuniributed to avercome the moral GrmiicM of 

Sniral Winchester, and led him to a dii^obedipuoe nf er- 
rs: the eame extenualion, faewerrr, cannot be pleadwl 
fof hts conduct, in neeleeting tha most ordinary precaa- 
tiooa for the safety of his earnp, when within Btiikiaf 
dittancft of a powerful and feronioaH enemy, of. whose 
medttaied attack ha had certuia intelligeeee. 



CHAPTER Til. 

Movements of die Noith-weetem army, after the defrat altheriib 
er nuain, — EBtabUshment of Camp Mi^gs. — Kentucky aid 
Ohio Militia diKharged. — Tenmnation of the first lampaiga. 
— Preparationa (or the neit. — Colonel Monisoii's opimon. — 
Siege of F«t Meig«. — Anivel c€ Kentucky Iroopa undn 
Oeneral Cliy,— Dudloj'i defeat.— BrilJiant eorlips, 6th May. 
—^Proctor'B Remand rf a aurrendor. — His abandonment of 
It conduct of Cieneral UairiiKui. 



On the nirhl of the QSud of January, f eouncil wal 
called at tiie Kapidf, by (reneral Harriann, tn determine 
vheiher it was probable the eneiiij would attack the 
camp at that plnee, and whethrr the force then in mmp, 
consisting oF nine hoHdred meni aud a single piece of 
artillery, would be able to make an effiictual icGisianeeT 
"nie base of the wmd; io the battlei was stated (u bt 
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ftcm two to Aree thoneaiid, with eti piece* of uiiMetj, 
jnincipallj bowintrB. Il was decided aiiBnimnuatj, to 
letira a eh' rt disuuce on the road, upon which the artiU 
lerj and reinforcementa were approarhing. This move- 
ment was lieemed tn be prudent, from the faci Ihat Wii^ 
Chester, with a lar^i forcp, had been defeated by tha 
same enemy ; and it was to be preBumed ihat Ibej would 
advance againal the poBiiionai the Rapids, or do whet wai 
more to he deprecalnd, send ibe Indiana to intercept those 
entrusted in the rear, with the ariillerf and proTisions. 
The positinti which had been occnpied, and partially for- 
tified, at the Rnpida, bj ^neral Winchester, was not c^ 
pable of defmoe. and wis situated on the wronK side of 
the river. Anj rise in the'n*pr, or the brt^kinc- up of. 
(he ice, would have cut off general Harrison from hli 
■nppliea of men and proTiKions; and although in Buch 
an eTenI, his own reinroroemenls rouM not reach him, 
the Indians, at pninla shove and below, eonid cross the 
river, and assail his rear. The ci>unci1 having dt'terniin* 
ed opon the propriety <if a relrofrade morement, eveiT 
BiilitaTy principle d«mandii4 that the provtsicms whicii 
could not he raninTed, should be destroyed, so aa 10 ptc^ 
rent their falling into tlie bands of (he enemy, 

General Harrison, having rrtired to Portage river, 
■troMKly fortified hin oamp, to wail for the ariillery and a 
JetacbnieBtDfrroopB under gpneral Leftwich. An unfori- 
tnnate rain had arrested their prn(iTe»a twpnty-five tnilea 
beynnd ihi* point, and general Lpfiwich did not arrive on* 
til the 30th nf Januar;, with his brignde, a rpeinient of 
Pennsylvania tfi>ops, end ihe greater part of the artillery. 
At this period, the lipnevo!eni« of geDi-ralHarriHOn'Bohaik 
•GtPr was mnnifesb'd in his spiirtine; Dr. McKpehan, at I 
the Ohio niilliia, with a flag to Maiden, to ascert^io tiia I 
Muditioe of the wiiuurled, an<l to rarry ihera ■ sum of I 
money is gold, to propure nocommndauoiis ; b«i the flag I 
Vaiinnt ri'Sfwrlpd, ai>d he was robbed r.r hts monpj. '' 

Oil the first of February, ceiieral Harrison advancei 
with hie whole f.iroe, sfonunticg tn pevpnipen hundred 
Ben, and encamped nt thp foot of thp Rapids, on tha 
•oaih-flHit sidp, at thp place which was called Camp 
Heiga. He still eherlehed the hope thai (be •oiwa 
r3 
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inig^ht BO far fa?or hU eiTnrti a* to raable him to ex- 
ecute t\\e long con 'em plated eippditinn against Maiden; 
and far tliia purpoap oidereH up all the troupe in the rear, 
except somp compan]^ Irft to matntain the forlt nD the 
Aaelaiie and ibe St. Mary's. By the 15th of Febrnarjr, 
he jnirnded tn advance, diBpertiP ihe Indians, deslrny the 
shippin2, and establish a poet near BrownMown, until the 
seasun would permit the advance of the artillery* This 
vas ordinarily the period when the moat iniense froMa 
rendered the lakes and swamps perfeclly Grni ; but the 
. veaiher cuntiniied en rainy, that the roadH were brokea 
Dp and iravi'ling renderfd unsnfe. The period for whioh 
Uie Kentucky and Ohio tmops bad engaged to aerve, was 
about to expire, and Ihn roads and swampa were render- 
ed almoat impassable, even with a single horse. TIm 
balance i^F the iroripa, nor the necessary eapplies, had not 
arriTed at ihp Rapids. The general was, therefore, cop>- 
polled rrluctanily to abandon, for this season, any furthnr 
advance toward* Maiden; thus lerminatiot; a campaign 
y attended with great expense la the guvernmeni, and >»■ 
< vere hardships to Ihe gi>neral and bis men. Bat great as 
were ihe difhRuhJes of prodecutmi; a winter campaign, 
"in that Bwampy region, ihe industry of the general and 
the firmness of the men, would hare surmounted them, 
but for the unfoitunaie movement to the river Raisin, aitd 
its disastrous results. The delay occasioned to the da- 

{anure of the artillery and troops from the rifiht wing, 
/general Winchester forwarding notice lo.headquar' 
ters, of his arrival at the Rnpids, by the driver of the 
park horses, led to the unfortunate defeat of Raisin ; and 
with it, the defeat of [he campaign. The critical period 
when the awamps were frozen over, was not seized for 
■ending up the artillei^ and troops, and this was not 
done, because general Harrison did not receive intelli- 
gence in due time, of (he approach of Winchester, 

In takii)? leave of the events connected with tba 
first campaign, and before entering; upon the jucidents 
* of tlie ai'cand, we may be permitled to add a few r^ 
flections, Lonking at the result, il is to he regretteiJ, 
that a winter campaign was altempted. It was com- 
neoced at the precise season of the /ear, when the pro- 
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dent canldon of Waal.ingioa tnil Wifns errested tha 
proffroaa of Ifae arnrLy, in 1T93 ; hut the oiiern and liewa 
of UiB war department wre soch, as 10 [eavf nn 'doubt 
of the solicitade i>f the tloietDnietit to recover Detroit, 
BDd cajilnre Maiden, in the eouree of Ihewinier. Under 
these impiesaioni), general Hariieon made the most enei^ 
getlc eSbrlH to be prepared with men, ai>d anpnliea, and 
artillery, to avail bJmself nf the eriliral period whea 
the froats should pare the roads and the hke. That this 

Cropitious moment would have arrived paily in PKbrualy, 
nt for the disaBter at Raisin, we fasTB the testimony of 
colonel Murrisnn, areyolutionaryoffirer.andqiiafliT-maa. 
ter general, who, in reply to enquirips on ihe subject, by- 
^tieral Harrison, says :* f'The plana and Bftanjeoienia 
indispenaable lo an advance on the enemy, were so far 
eon sum ma ted, at the period cif j^ner^t Winchester's do- 
feat, as to authorize a gcneml moTemenL I have a per- 
fect rFcolleciion of your calling on me as quaner-n aster, 
a short time previous to that dTsaster, to know whethrri 
possessed the means, and would promiBs lo supply tha 
arm; n'iih provieinns, on their march npon the enemy. 
Od receiving an afHrmalive annwer, you hastened 10 iho- 
head oflbe centre lliie, and marehed for the Rapids, where 
I uDdeistood yoo expected 10 raeel ^ceneral Winchester, 
and n'hire a depnsit of provisions, &c.. was cnmmeiiced 
vrlien the defeat took plHce." By the plan of tho cam- 
paigu, and the desultory expeditions projected afrainst 
(he Indian villager, the settlements were protected, and 
the enemy kept in the dark as to ulterior rineralions. 
General Harrison covered the froDCieis morn enpctualiy, 
and advanced more rapidly to (he grand result, than did 
general Wayne, whose cunvoya were assailed, and who 
consaioed nearly two years in the necessary preparaiiuns 
for the main campaistn. On this subject oiilonei Morri- 
aon is equally explicit:! "The posiiions selected for 
proteriinc the fmniier seldemeois, were universally ad- 
mitted 10 be judictnus; and asn progf that they were so, 
it is remarkable, that durioo the autumn and winter of 
1812-'l3, in a fioutier nf great extent, (here was scarcely 

•I)awa>n,451. fib. 



en initance of the InhabiCintt beinir lUolmtad hj As 
anemy. The eentval arian^mentB far aonorntrating iha 
troope'at the Rapids of the Uiami, an soon aa stnres and 
[iro*i»ions oould be procarml lo justify an advance, werw 
neh, in mj opinion, sa erinoed a eniiect kDowled^ of 
the conniry and character nf the enemy, and great mili^ 
iBty talents on Ihp pari of oenei"' "-— - — " 
' ' ■' a of Iha 



After ihe terminatioQ of tlia campaign, ihe effbrtn of 
genenl Hanisi'n wpre directed to the forlilying of the 
posiiion at Ihe fool of the Rnpidu— ^ the arrangemenl of 
the rpmaininE Iroopa, and the accuraulaiion of proviaiona 
t\ Camp Meigs, far Ihe Dpxt campaign. It was neceB- 
rary, how«ver, tn wait uoiil the risn of Ihe Auglaize and 
St. Mary's, for water cinTeyance, but some progT'ass was 
■node froiD Sandaaky on the ice of the lake. Troopa 
were posted on the^uglaise and St. Mary's— on Hull's 
road, at Upper and Lower Sandusky ; but l}ie principal 
force waa r once ntra ted at Camp Meiea, the fortihcatios 
irf which waa entrusted to capt^tiD Wood, of the engi- 
neers. Thii waa the best position for Ihe protection of 
the fro n lie rs, and ila maintpnanoe Vaat indispensable aa 
a depot for the ailiUery, military storee, and provjaioBB, 
which could not now be removed. In the latter pail 
of February, general HarriMn prepared an eipeditioo, 
under oaptMn Langhain, for the purpoae of proceeding 
upon ihn ice of the lake, to destroy ihe enemy's <ea- 
mIs at Maiden. The detachment readied Bass Idand, 
where, nnforlnnalely, it waa aacertained that the lalia 
next to the Canada shnre, was entirety opei) j the delaeb- 
ment conaequrntly returned. 

" In the month of February, a change had been mada 
Id the war department, ^neral John ArmBtrong hafirtg 
been appoiutpd to the important office of secreiary of 
ttat department. This seeretarj haTing received tha 
ktter of general Harrison of the lllh of Febniar^, an- 
Bonncini; ihs suspension of offenaJTe operationB, in his 
nply of the 6'h of March, declares his oouTicliun of the 
neceasity of that eouiae, and proceeds in that and aubse- 
^ent ietiers to mark out the eonrte which waa ialeDdaJ 
to be pursued for the following campaign. The opiaioH 
baretofoTs given by general Hairiaoo in relaiion to llie 



■ode of conditetinp the War ngaimt Upper Canndii, went 
Sdoptrd. Captain Pen;, of the navy, waa afaready it 
Preequv hte, preparing: lb« limber fur Ae enntiruetioK 
of ifaoBe TMSels wilh wbioli be afte'rwardi obtaiiipd such 
imperishahle reaowD. lit the letter of tlie seerelarf 
aboie referred to, general Harrison was uiformed thwt 
Ibe fleet would be read; for aerricB tfy the middh* at 
Hay. The land forcea, which were to form hie com* 
aand, were also designated ; they were Isconiiist of ths 
ITth aifd l»th regiments, of wUch at that time bnt a 
•mall pan had iieen raiaed ; the Mth re<ninetii, whieh 
was then on its march from Tennesspe tn Join the ni«ih- , 
western arm;, and three regtmenta of twelre month's 
men l»be raised in Knntucky and Ohio, The poet of 
Clevelsad was fixed on aa the proper piece for heildinf 
the boata which were inteoded to ennvej (he troops lo 
the opposite shore of Canada. It waa tha opinion of 
the secretary that the recmiTS which would be enge^ 
ed fur ihe new regiments cou3d serve to protrci ihn poeM 
aDtil offpnaive operfttiona ahould commence. The em-- 
{doymenl of mililla waa not to he resorted to hnt af^er it 
waa nacertained that the re^alar troops contd not be pro- 
Kutei, It will be obaerTed, that the p/nn of the ensn* 
ing eampaisn was precia*ly the ooe which had been n- 
ciommended bj geiMnl Harrison in the letters hpretofoi* 
quoted in ihis work. Bet the arrangements for the in* 
t^mediale timewerenot atail snited to his wishea. Ha- 
ferring- to the ]ist of forces to. be r^ispd, the HiMory of 
tlieVVar saya; With these nomiiiBl forces waa the gen- 
eial required to maintaio the norlh-wsBtem poata, wilb 



the proTiaions and military ames now avcnmnlsted r 
them i and 10 proceet the frontiers against the Indiani, 
and make demonstrationa against Maiden, Portuoately, 



general Harrison, before he received these instmctiona. 
Bad called for reinforeementa .cf militia from both Khih 
tacky and Ohio; butthe whole number ripeeied, ironjj 
not be BafReicnttognrrisan the different poats completely. 
" In answer lo these insiructinne, the genpral lemnn- 
atialed against abandoning the use nf the militia, and 
leafing the frontiers in such a defence! eas ai In atinn. H» 
repraaented tbs a^meroaB lodiaa taibes^ leaiding cdntifk 



■onB lo OUT oat poaia, who wars either hoslfle, or mmU 
■oon becnme «o, when not nvprawed by an Amsriima 
wny. A« aoiiD bh the laks hKBino navigable, lbs ene- 
nj rrom Maiden could also make a dPBceiil with the at*, 
moat faeillt; oa Fort Mei^, the important dejipsit of 
the arliJ!ei7 and miliury aloiea, frnm which they enald 
not be remoTed throagh the awampo, and lo which it 
was oaeeaNrj to cncr; on ihe high wntira in the spriogt 
(he immenm aapplipii deposited on the Augtaize and St. 
Uaty'a. The WMrke at tho Rapida had heen constTucted 
fer a forr« of twn thouaaod nipn ; for the general had 
thought il neonaaarj to maintain a forer at thai placxt, 
vbich would be able to enniend in the held with ail tfae 
diapoasble forre of the enemj, in order to prevent htm 
ftom setting into ilB rear, tnd destroying the weaker posts 
which more iramodiaiely protected the fronCipra. Tb« 
g^vemmpnt wax asdared, that the regular force qn which 
they relied, could not he raised in time, even for Ihe inten- 
ded expedition; and that aa larjte aapplira were not 
prepiiraid at pninta where thby could he transported by 
walnr, the sorest plan would be to march a large roilitia 
ftrce, which not being delayed and dispirited for iho waat 
of iupplies, wnuld behave well, and elfectuHllj acroDt- 
plinh ihe objecl!! of thp campaign. Thp probahililV that 
the force on which the governmpnt relied, would be too 
small to pffeei itH nhject. was repreaented as a great ob^ 
■laclp in the'way of the recruiting service, which at beat 
was fijuiid to he very tediona. 

"In tho frillawitie- extract frnm a letter of general Hai> 
riaon to govprnor Shelby, the general eipressed hinjself 
more explicitly on this euhjecU 'My sentiments upon 
the »nbjecl of thn fores uerBBsary for tho proB'-cution of 
the war, °re prepisbly aimilar to yours. It will increass 
your surprise nnd regret, when I inform you that laat 
night's mail hnioght me 3. letter from the secretary of 
Tar, ifl which { am restricted to the employment of Ihe 
r^ilar iroopa raised in Ihis slate In reinfof.p the post at 
the Rapids. There are acatlered through this stale, about 
oae hundred and forty rerrniis of Ihe I9lh regimpnl, and 
with thcBB I am to eupplythe place of the two brjgad«i 
from Peonsylrania aad Virginia, whose term of seiviee 
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«Q1 now be daily expiring. By a letter from gotenar 
Meigfs, I nm iitfanne'l, tliai the sptretarj^ of war diup* 
^rowd (he call for mililia, which I had made on this atats 
and Ki-ntacky, and was on the point o( counu-rinandiDfr 
(be orders^ 1 will Just inentian one fact, which vill 
ahow the coirspqnence^ of such a otiunlermand. There 
•re upon the Auglaize and St. Mary's rivers eight fort*, - 
vhich contain uithiii their walls properly 10 tlie amoant 
of half a niillion of doltare fcom actual cost, and worth 
DOW to tiie United Eiatea four times that euin. The 
whole force Which woDld have chargv of all these rorta 
and proppri^, would hare amounted to less than tweDty 
invalid soldiers,' "• 

Colonels McArtliDr and Gail were appointed fcrin 
dier generals la coininand the troop* destined to form Me 
north-western army, and governor Howard was appoint- 
ed a bricradipr to be assigned to the command of the In- 
diana, ininoiB, and Mifianri tetritgriea. The expedition 
nnder captain Lan^ham having satisfied ireneial Harii- 
•on that the enpmT would not attack Fort Meigs until 
the opening of the lake, in the spring, he placed genera) 
Lertwich, of the Vircinia bri^de, m comniand of Fort 
Meips, and proceeded to the inierior to promote the r»- 
crniling service, to visit his bmily, then Buffering under 
severe disease, and to hasten the inovemenlB of the mili- 
tia from Kenmcky, detathfd lo supply the place of the 
Virginia and Penntylvania troops, whose period of ser- 
Tiee was abnut te expire'. Aa he had anticipated, he re- 
c«ived intelligence on the 30th of March, that the lake 
would soon be oppn— 4t ihe setne time he learned that 
the ni'itia would leave at the expiration of their service, 
and that the nnpiny had caplnred two of oar men near the 
fort. He sent expresses to urge on the militia from Ken- 
^cky. Majnr Jonnson, with three companies of Iha Ken- 
tacky militia, having arrived, they were mounted on pack- 
horses, and proceeded with ail pcsaible expedition. The 
•qnadron of colonel Ball was, also, ordered to repair to 
Port Meigs, where the men rould act as infantry. The 
gMtaral hastened to Fort Amanda, on the Auglaize, and 
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bsiDr Join*)) at thxt plnca b; colonel Hilkr with Iba 
MfuFata from Clullico4ii', embarked «ith Ihem and OM 
kuudred aiid fifijr Ohin miliiia, under colniiel MIIIb. I> 
(he evpnl (if Ihn fort being bsiipged, ii was his ii^leniion 
to Bllacic Ihe Britiih batieriei in ihe si^me wejr in m hich 
be aA^iiTsrtla diieeted it to be doiiR b; col<>nel Doriief. 
TTw eenersl wbb receited ia the fnrt with gre»l joj on 
the 12th of April, aud found that the Virjiinia general and 
tmipB hnd lone, hut that two hundrMi and tbiri; »f the 
Peiinsjliasia linn had vnluntpen^ to remaio until the ai- 
ri*«l ^ ibe eipeolrd TBlnforoementA. As anon as major 
Ball «nd mnjor Johiiaun Brrive^, the Pennajivinia troupe 
were honomliljr discliHtg'eij. After the departure of geo- 
«rala Leftwich and Crouka, Uie command had devofTed 
on Kinjor Slnddard, of Ihe United Slates artiilsr;, trhoae 
forre consiated of ihe reniaiiiins PennBjlvaniaue, a bab> 
talion if twrlve month's voluoteen under major Alexan- 
der, a rompany nf artilleriiila, and aunll fra^nienu of the 
17ih and Ifllh regimeMa of infauttj, amouuting ia all to 
five hundred men. 

Eaity in Ap<il inlelligenee bad been reeeived at the 
fori| of tlie design a of the eneuijr. General Proctor was 
AinbidyiBi! the CaDadieii militia, and Tecuaithe had join* 
fid bin< with fix huadred warricire from the Wabaah. A* 
MMM aa the enemy was discnvered approaching iu force, 
on the 98ih of April, general Harrison diapatclieil capiai* 
William Oliver, the firkl commiseary of the artuj, l> 
cnmniuidrate with generill Clay, commanding the A'en- 
tuekjE iPiiifuFr-eiii<-nt8, who were pieaomed to be ap> 
proacliinf by ihe Ai^iaize. Thia duty f>-quired the ageat 
lo poaat^s an intiniate kiiowlMlge nf ihe ooimtrj, and 
fin intrepidlljr siid firinneaa peculiar to Indian warfare. 
Theee qiiallliea were cuoapicuons in rapiain Oliver, and 
Ihe eeliM-tioa was eradilable to the diauernment of geiie> 
j«l Harriaoii. 

Captain Olivpr was aeeompHnied by one Indirin and 
«ne while man, and pcrfi rined ttip duly aaMgned tu liin 
with sianal EiicfPW. He found geni-ral Olay at Fort 
Wiuoliester, to wliom he communicated ihe f^ct nf tt.« 
ino'Stmenl of Fort M'lgs, and the iirgrnt imp'irtaiice of 
furwardiny tlie reiaforcemeot with all practical diapatob. 



As Boon as captain Oliver bad Irfl the fort, it was i»- 
TSiled b; thp etiemy. On the next inorninc, thegeooral 
isaiif^ a geoeral order, firon which the fullowiDg is an 



" Can the citiiona of a free conntrj, who have taken 
aims to defend M rights, think of submilting to an armj 
comp'iBpd of TTiercenHry Boldiera, relactant Canadians 

Eoaded to the field b; the haynoet, and of wretched, ns- 
ed Ravageal Can (he breast of an American aoldicr, 
when be cuata hia ejea lo Ihn oppoBite ehore, the scene 
of his counirj's triumphs over the aame foe, be influ- 
enced by aaj other feeliogs than the hope of glor^ t Is 
not ihia army composed of the same nialeriala with thai, 
which fought and conquered onder the immoTtal Wayne t 
Yes, fellow-sold Jera, joar general sees vour coanleosi^ 
oes beam with the aame Ere, that he witneM<^d on that 
glorious occaaioD ; and although it woold be the height 
of presumption to compare himaelf to that hero, he boasts 
of being that hero's pupil. To your pogts then, fellow- 
cititena, and remeoibei that the eyes of your oounlry are 

The enemy erected their hattoriea on the north-west 
side of the riTer, and encamped widi tbetr main body at 
Old Fort Miami, two miles below. The Indians were 
thrown across ihe river and inveeted the fort on that aide. 
The erection of the neceesaiy defences in Fort Meigs, 
vas confided to captain Wood, of the engineers : captain 
Graliot of that corps being too UDwell for constant duly. 
Whilst the Uiitiah were preparing their batteries, the In- 
dians annoyed the ganiaon by climbing the trees, aeveral 
hondrfd yards dislsnt from the fort, sod nere enabled Co ' 
do some niiEcbief. Speaking on Ihia enbject, captain, 
afterwards colonel. Wood, humorously observes : " iheb 
ethereal nnnoyance, houever, proved a great atimulus to 
the militia ; for although they did their duty with a1ae> 
lity and prnmptitDde, yet ihrir motions were much accct- 
erated by it — and let who will muke the experiment, jl 
will he iitvaiiably found, that the movements of miliiik 
will be quickened by a brisk fire of mueketry about thelf 

• * M'Aflee, 809. 
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MUB."* Colonel Wood add* : " on the morotDg of Ibe 
let of May, it vm diacoverud tbst the British batteriea 
were Qompleted ; &nd about tea o'clock thej appeared to 
be loading, and adjusting iheir guot on certain objects in 
tile camp. Bj this time our tToops bad completed a 
f rand traveree, about twelve feet high, upon a base of 
twenty feel, three hundred yards long, on the tDoat ele- 
vated ground ihrongh the, middle of the camp, calculated 
to ward off the shot of the enemy's batlenee. Order* 
were pveo for all the tents in front to be inatanlly re- 
moTed into its rear, which was effected in a few minutes, 
Md that beautiful prospect of cannonading and bom- 
.barding oar lines, which but a moment before had eici- 
t«d the skill and enerff of the British eoglDeer, was now 
entirely fled, and in ils place nothing was to be seen but 
M imiDense shield of earth, which entirely obscured the 
vhole anny. Not a tent nor a single person was to be 
■een. Those canvass houses, whioh had concealed the I 
growth of the traverse from the view of the enemy, were 
BOW protected and hid in their turn. The prospect of { 
tiaolcing IK out, was now at best but veij faint.' Bnt as 
neither seneral Proctor nor his ofGcera were yet convin- 
ced of the folly and futility of their laborious prepara- 
tions, their batteries were opened, and &ve days were 
■pent in ardoous cannonading and booibarding- to bring 
tiiem to this salutary conviction. A tremendous cannon- 
ade was kept ap all the rest of the day, and shells were 
thrown till eleven o'clock at night. Very little damage, 
bowever, was done in the camp ; one or two were killed 
8nd ihree or four wounded — among the latter was major 
Am oa Stoddard of the ist regiment of artillery — a revo- 
Julionary character, and an officer of much merit. He 
Vas wocnded eliehtly with a piece of shell, and about 
ten days afierwarde died with the lock-jaw. 

" The fire of the enemy was returned from the fort with 
«ar eighteen pounders with some effect, though but spa- 
ringly — for tlie stock of eighteen pound shot was but 
■mall, there being but three hundred and aiit; of that 
•ize in the fort when the Siege commenced, and about 

* U'Afiee, 261. 
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■ ' Ihrv none number for the twelva pounderi. A prflper 
J y mppW of this article had not been lent with thnartillerf 
J lj from Pitteburgli. The batlery of the enemy sopplied ns 
> with tneUe pound eliot; but lliey bad no eighieens, nil 
their large guns being' twentj-fours. On the second dAj 



Ibey opened their fire avain with grei 
oed it all day, but triuioat any beti 
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blowD Joha Bull almost fiom the Miami. It w« ez- 
Veroelj dJTeiting to see with what pleasure and detjf^ht 
the Indians would yell, whenever in their opinion con- 
«ideiable damage was done in the camp by the buist^ 
iag of a ehell. Their banging about the eamp, and oe> 
casioiiatl; coming prein' near, kept our lines almost 
constantly in a biaze of Sre; for nolhJDg can pleeao ■ 
Eentuckian better than to get a ehot at an ladtan — «|]d 
tie must be indulged."* 

The enemy bad Iraneferred some of his guns to the 
sovdl side of (be river, and opened batteries upon the 
right flank of the camp. Every joornal which was kept 
of the events in that memorable siege, speaks of the en* 
ergy, skill, and coolness which marked the conduct of 
the commanding general. The fint cannon ball fired by 
the enemy, struck the general's (ent. Captain MgfiBJ.- 
loogh, of the Ohio tr oops, was killed whilst conversing 
wim hnll', alid u\>7>h anoiher occasion, he was strnck on 
the hip by a spent ball, which is always known to pro- 
dace the greatest pain. Measures were taken to prevent 
a surprise, and specific instiocliong given to the com- 
manding offlcerij to meet that contingency. General Hai^ 
tisoo awaited with the most anxiona sojicitude to receive 
intelligence of the approach of genemi Clay, with a re- 
inforcement of twelve hundred tnen. Lute on the night 
of the 4lh, captain Oliver and major D. Trimble, with a 
few men, arrived in a skiff, having lefl general Clay above 
the SajMds, who had instructed them to iofofm the ^en- 
oral that he would arrive by 4 o'clock in the mornmg. 
The arrival of this strong reinforcement was embraced 
by geneial Harrison, as the occasion for carrying into «t 
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feet the sorties prerionsly planned, and which han rett* 
4ered the defence of Fort Meigs eo memorable ik th» 
history of the war. 

Captain Hamilton, of the Ohio militia, wbb ionmedi- 
•tel; dispatched to general Clay, to direct him to detach 
eijfht hnndred men on Ibe left bank of the [iter, about n 
mile above the fort. This dalachmFnt, with Hamilloa 
as its gnide, was then to be marched " to the Britiah bat- 
teriea, carry them, apilic the caonon, cut down the cai^ 
riagea, and (hen return to their boats and croaa over to 
the fort." The residue of the bri^de whs to be landed 
on the risht bank of the river, and conducted by the anb- 
allern, who went with Hamilton to the fort. It waa tha 
design of the general to cauae sorties to be made asaiiist 
the enemy on the sooth-eaal side of the river, aimultaim- 
twsly widi that by the detachment from geneial Clay, 
tinder colonel Dndlej, on the opposite ahore. For this 
parpose, a detachment was prepared and placed ander 
the direclion of colonel Millur, of the 19th United Stales 
infantry, to consist of two hnndred and fifty of the 17th 
and 19kh regiments, one liandred twelve monlh'a volno- 
leere, and captain Sebree's company of Kentucky milttta. 
These troops were drawn up in a ravine, under the east 
onrlain of the fort, out of reach of the enemy's fire, to 
await fiirther orders. In the meantime, general Clay 
had been detained by the difficulty of passing^ the Rapida 
in the night. Captain Hamilton reached him at eight 
o'clock, and colonel Dudley waa detitehed with eight 
hundred men to attack the batteries on the north side of 
the river. General Clay, wiih Boewell's regiment, suc- 
ceeded, after some skirmiahiniF with the Indiana, in eC> 
feeling his entrance into the fort. ThPEc troops, wiltt 
Nearing's company of regulars, and the battalion of toI- 
anteers under major Alexander, were employed immedi- 
ately in driving off a large body of Indians, who had ap- 
proached within one hundred and fifty yards of the fort. 
^ia duly waa executed with gallantry, under the imme- 
diate eye and direclion of the commanding genen], whj, 
from hia position, discovered a body of British Uoopi 
paaaing from the batteries to (he east of the fort, to lia 
•id (tf ibeir alUea, thus exposing tha rear of the detach- 
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Krtnt. An order Tor immediate retreat wsi wirt by hit 
Bid, JohD J. JohnEon, but his horse being killed under 
biat biffore its deliver;, the inleltlgenee wu convejed 
b; aaothei aid, major Urabam. 

Just ae Ihia affair lermiaated, the troopa in tbe fort 
«eie cbeeicd by llie abouls of the KentacltiaDS in charg- 
ing the batieries on lbs opposite abore. At thii point 
everj plan was Bucceaarull; carried inio effect, and no- 
thing pceveaied the detach meii is from lelutoing under tha 
liank to their bciate and crossing orei to the fort, but that 
the men niifortunatBly auflered themselves to be drawn 
into the woods by the fire i^ acatlering Indians, until a 
leinfoicement of British troops from the old Tori, gained 
their rear, and killed or captirred nearly ell uf them. 
AboDt fifty were skin, Ave hundred and fifty captured, 
and one hundred and fit'ty escaped to their bdau, and 
crossed in satety to the fort. After the fall of colonel 
Dudley, the command devolved on major bhelby. As 
soon aa it was seen that ihe attack by Dudley had indu- 
ced the enemy to send reinforcements from the east side, 
the general directed the detachooent under colonel Mil- 
ler, to advance from the ravine. The British balleries 
at this point were protect^ by a company of British 
grenadiera;anDlberijf light infantry, two hundred strong; 
these were flanked by two hundred Canadian militia, and 
by one iboiisand Indians under Teeuinthe. The detach- 
ment advanced wi^ loaded but trailed arms, and in a 
few momenta the batteries, two oSicprB and fifty regular 
troops were taken ; and when we regard ibe disparity of 
force, the advantsgeous poaition of the enemy, and the 
dreadful execotiun in so few miuuies, it is but justice to 
this gsllani corps, to speak of It as having acquired equal 
honor with that nf any other detachment during the war. 
In tlie progress of llie severe battle fought by ibis de-' 
tachmeni, captain Sebree's company suKtained them- 
sehes against four times their number, until relieved by 
the gallantry of a company of regulars, under lieutenant 
Gwynne.* The return of this deta(;hment to the fort, 
leiminaled the battles of the day, and immediately' g«ne- 

* Hajor David Owyniie. 



n1 Proctor BSRt major Cbanbera with t Aig of tnotti 
■ad upon hia inlroductian to general HuriBon, the fol- 
lowing cunrerBMian wok place: 

" Major Chambtn. — General Proctor ha* direcled nw 
ta deflitnd the iBrrender of this post. He wi^Jies to 
•pare the effneioo of hlood. 

" Gtnerai Sarriton. — The demand, ander preaeat cil^ 
aamataocea, ia ■ ma«t esiiaordiDar; one. Ah geoeraL 
Proolor did not aead me a summons to surrender od his 
fiisl arrival, I had supposed that be believed me deter- 
mined to do mj duty. Hie preeeot message indicalM 
-ux opinion of me that I ani at a loas (o account fw. 

" Major Chambcri, — Greneral Proctar could never think 
if aajing any thing to wound jant feeling;*, air. Ths 
character of ([eueral Harriaon,aB an officer, is well knewn. 
General Proctor's force is very lespeetable, and there it 
with him a larger, body of Indiana thao has ever befoi« 
been embodied. 

" General Harriton. — I believe I have a very conect 
idea of general Pioctor'a force : it la not aooh as to ore- 
ale the leaat apprehension for the result of the eoDtest, 
whatever shape he may be pleassd hereelter to give to 
it. Assure the general, however, that he will never have 
thia post »urTa2ered to him upon any terma. Shoold it 
&I1 into his hands, it will be in a manner calculaled to 
do him more honor, and to give him larger claims nptn 
the gratimde of hia goveinmeat, than any capilDlalios 
eonld possibly do." 

The total amount of our killed and wonnded on tlift 
•otilh-east side was two huodred and seventy, of whom 
eighty-one were killed — BUty-fonr of these being abin in 
the sorties, and one hundred and iwenty-four wouaded; 
the remainder, eightj-one, killed and wounded within 
tlte forti&ed camp. 

" In the general order which was published on ths 9lbt 
tlie commander cpentions with the highest approbation the 
conduct of the troops in general, and ^ves them hia 
thanks, as he doea the following officera by name, vU: 
Wood and Gratiot, of the engineers; captaina Cuahing 
and Hall, of the artillery; colonel Miller and maj or Todilt 
of the 19th infantry i major Ball, of the United States 



diafMnf t* colwiel Hilla, and majots Lodwkik aad Bit- 
iwr, of tbe Ohio militiBj major JoiinsoD of iheKentackj. 
militia; capraioa Croghan, Bradford. Langhsm, Elliott, 
and Nearing; lieutsnanls Campbell, Gwf nne, Kercheva), 
Lae, IQ^ Ssee ; eiiaigni Ship, Hawkins, Harriion, MiU 
chel, and Stockton, of the United States infantry; to 
bri)[adia general Cl*y, colonet Boawell, and majm 
FJetcber, and ttie c^iaina Dudley, SimmonB, and Met- 
calf, of Clay's biigade. Adjutant Brown, Mr. Peters, 
conductor of artillery, and to aeijeants Timberlake, Hen- 
dersou, James, md Meldrum, and Mr. Lion, principal 
artifieei; to the Peteifihurgh and Pittsburgh TolunteerSr 
captain Sebree and his company of Kentucky militia; 
also to major Hnkill, acting inspector geoeral ; lieutenant 
O'FaJJon, acting deputy acyatant general, and to his aids- 
de-esmp, major Gnuham and John J. Johnson, Esq. 

" Upon the subject of colonel Dudley's misfortune, the. 
author of the History of the Wsr in the Weat, thus ex- 
presses himself: " the defeat of colovel Dudley very na- 
turally became the subject of mnch speculation in Ken- 
tacky; sod a considerable dirersity of opinion existed, 
iCKpecting the causes of the disaster and tbe aclora coo-, 
eeroed in it. The subject, however, appears very plain. 
Those who were in the defeat, commonly attributed it, 
very justty, to their own imprudence and leal, which 
were not properly controlled, and directed by the orders 
and example of their leader. There was nothing diA- 
cult or haEardons in the enterp rise— the whole miafn- 
tune lesalted from the imprudent manner of its execu- 
tion. Tbe batterie* were easily taken, end the retreat 
was perfectly secure; bat the detachment wanted a hrad 
to direct and restrain its Kentucky impetuosity to its 
prefer objeou" 

The fmlowing judicious observations are made in 

* By inadierlencfi, h. lery gallant portion oF Ball's Gqnadron 
was not Doliceil in this geneial order. It should bsTe included 
CKpttin Garrard, lieutenants Badey, Htckman, and McClana- 
ban, and comet Thomtim, commanding a troop of twdn 
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M'AffM'i History: "it wm fomnste for thii Afnwfen 
eaa*e, that the entrpriae of general Proctor agnint Tort 
yiriga wu dHHTed so long. Hsd he biM>n readj to tail 
U soon as the lake became nari^ble, and so timet his 
tnovemenls w In arrive at the Fort during the first iraek 
in April, immediately afier tlie last militia of the winter 
campaign vere didcltarged, and before (leiieral Ha>rl90B 
■TiiTfd with re in force me Dla, he mu"t have aucordMl 
•gRivtat that poit. The garrisoD was then lef) lerj 
ireak, being considerablj less than five hundred effec- 
livee. The works, too, were then ver; incomplele, and 
entirely too larg;e for that number, »s ib« fciriifiad camp 
iniiludtd Beven or right acres of trroand. The place w&s 
•till with propriety denominated amp Sfeigt, mnre fre- 
qneullj than it was styled a fort. Its .capture wonld 
have been a mast Herinus loss, as it coBlained nearly all 
the artillery and w.itilary stores of the north-we«tern 
army, beside a large amount or proviaiona. General 
Harrison rejMaledly in the winter, preased on the. alten- 
tioa of the government, the neceasily of ptepaitng a forea 
to lake the place of (he militia then in service; but in- 
•leHd of doing this, we have seen that the new serrettrjr, 
at the critical moToeni when the last of those troops ware 
disbanded, restricted general Harrison lo the use at ng- 
vlara, which wuo aiitl to be levied in a ceuntry, wbere 
It is almost impossible to raise a regiment of regulars 
through the whole year. Without the aid of ihe Ohio 
and Kentucky militia, which the general called into aer- 
Vice without the ainhoiitjr, and cnntrary to the riews of 
the war department, it is highly probable that the impor> 
tant poa[ at the Bapide wiiold have been lost," 

In the messaee of (he president of the United Slates, 
to congress, sC their subi>equBnt session, he oaya, " the 
liane of Ihe tale siege at Fort Mr-igs, leaves us nothing 
to legnt but a single act of iuconaiderale valor." 
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CooncQ with frieni^l; IndUoB. — Reportnl inveslmetit nl FoA 
Meigs,— SeeoQd siege of Fort Meigt— AUack on Fort 810- 
jpheoBon. — Crt^tmn's letter. — Statement of the geneni, st*l^ 
and fietd otEeea, sboM the attack on Fort mepheann — 
Ohio Militia at Grand Camp. — Prepaiatifnis fiir cnnng 
the bke, — PeiTj's victoty. — Anny leachea Maiden. — ProcUw 
puraueiL — Coimdl at Baadirich.— -Shelby, Caas, and Peity'i 
letters. 

Whili at FranVIinton, b June, KencTsI Hartisdo b«1d 
* council with the chiefs of the fiiendlr IndiauB, of Iha 
Delawire, Shawnnpse, Wyandot, and Seneca iribra, ia 
which be staled to them that the time had arrived Tut all 
those who were willing to engage in the war, "to tnke a 
decided atand for or against the tloiied Stales,"— that 
die 'president wished no fslse friends — that the proposal 
of Proctor to exchanfte the Keotocky militia for the 
triliM in our friendsbip, indicaled that he had received 
some hint of their willingnen to take np the lomBtiBtvk 
a^inst DS ; and that to give the Uniied Slates a proof 
«f iheir good disposition, the; mual remove with theti 
i^milius into the interior, 01 tiie warriors ninst ac- 
eompany him in the enaning campaign, and fight for 
tite United Stales. To the latter condition ihe chieA 
and warriors aiianinloualy sgrred ; at;d said the; had 
long been ailiious for an invitation to fight for the Anier< 
icaus. Tarhe, the oldest Indian in ihe wpstetii coanlry, 
who repreapnled all the tribes, professed in their nania 
the most indissoluble friendship for the United Stjitns. 
Gecpral Harrison then told Iheni he would let them know 
wheo they wonid be waulAd in the service; "but yoa 
must conform to our mode of warfare. You are not to kill 
defenceless prisonprs, old men, women or children." He 
added, that lij their conduct he would be alile to tell. 
whether lira British could restrain the Indians from such 
horrible eruplly. For if the Indians Gghling with him, 
would fbrbeax ancb eondoet, it would pioTe, that tha 



Britiib conld tlw TMtrua.thein If thar wished taioit. 
He hniDoroDaly told them he had been informed that 

EBoenl Proctor had promiaed to deliver him inio tba 
anda of Tecumthe^ tf he aaceeeded against Fen Meijra, 
to be tioBted aa that narrioi might think proper.' — 
'* Now if I can aocceed in taking Proctor, joa ahall hare 
him for fonr pri»oiKr, provided yon will agree to treat 
him at a aguato, aai only put petticoats upon him ; for he 
moat be a coward who would kill a defencelesa pcia- 

Id the month of June, irbile at FrankliDton, general 
Harriaon was informed that Fort Mei^ waa again tovest*. 
ed. AlthoDgh he doubted the inlenuon of the soemj to 
attack that place, at thia time, be promptly started a re- 
inforcement to its relief, aoi oa the 38^1 reached there in 
peisoD. It proved to be a false alann, and the general 
returned to Lower Sandasky, on the 1st of July, and on 
the following day, set oiT for Cleveland, on bueiness coo- 
Dscted with the public atoreSt and the building of boata. 
for tnneporting the army serosa the lake. On the 93rd, 
a body of eight hundred Indiana were seen to paaa Fort 
Meigs, for the purpoae, it was suppoaed, of attacldnff 
Fort Wlncbeeter. Two daja afterwards, the British and 
Indians apjieared in great numbers, before Fort Mei^, 
then commanded by general Clay, la the meantime,, 
oaptain Oliver, aceompaoied by oaiptaiu McCune, was 
sent to appriae tha oommandet-in-chief of the fact; and, 
Tvaohed him at Lower Sandusky, with certain informa- 

* We find the following note in Daman, on this mbject ; 

"There is no doubt tbslwhen Proctor made the amuigement 
for the Mtiick on Fort Meigs with Tecumtbe, the latter insisted, 
aod the farmer ureed, that EenendHtrngon, and all who fought 
at Tippecanoe, shoold be given ap to the ludiHiia to be bnmed. 
Major Ball of the dngoana ascertained this fact &nm the priso- 
mn, deaetteit, and Indiana, all of wIidid agreed to ita (ruth." 

On the BUppodtion that this Matemetit be trae, it piorei that 
Teeuintlis medilsled the vitdation of (be igteement be made 
with geacaal Hannan, « Vine«mei, in 1810, that hi the event 
of a war, ptljMoei^ ictiwMDta dnd childrai, ehould be ]»•• 
tselei. Ob no other accariaii is he knawn to have depntad 
toaths^pntaf hjawitagapaafc - |H'AiiDk 



timi that the noiled forc« of the eaemj, pHDCipally Ii^ 
dians, was not ]eea than five Ihousaod — a greatet nnmbei 
than had ever before aatembled on anj occaiiion during 
tha war. G«)ei«l Harriaou, wilh remarkable accuraoy 
of JQdfrmeat, as Ihe lesalt proved, came to the coocla- 
-'- I, that thia inTCBtment of Fort Moiga was a feint. 



u)e by the eoe»y, to call hie attention t 
whOa Lower Sandaekj or Clerelend, wae leallj t] 
point on which the neit attack would be made. He ii 



_iediat<J]r lemoTed hie head quarlara lo Seneca, nine 
milea above Lower Sanduakj. Fiom tiiie place he conid 
fall back and preleet Upper Sandusky, or paaa bj a aa^ 
eret route, lo the relief of Fort MetgB— two points to b* 
defended, — Lower Sandusky bnng compaTBtiTely of lit* 
da importance. Major Crog-han waa len at Lower Sao- 
duafcy, wilh one hundred and eizly regulars, for the de- 
fence of Fort StepheDBOD. There were aboQt six hun- 
dred troops at Senecai— a force loo Bmall to adiaace upon 
Fort Meigs. Captain MeCune waa lentback to geaeral 
Clay, wiib the information <. that aa early aa the eomman- 
doi-UHChief coold oollecl a unfflcient number of troops, 
h* would Mlieve the fort. The day after the return of 
tbBex|u«Bt,ilieeiMD)y raised the siege. As had haen 
■aticipited by K^nwal Hairiaon, the British sailed roand 
into SaDdufihr bay, while the Indiana marched acroea die 
swamps of Portaga river, to aid in the projected attack 
on Lower Sand oaky. 

Ai early as the Slat of April, of thia year, general 
Hanisoo, in a letter to the aecretuy of war, in apeabing 
of the olterier operations of the campaign, Temallted ; "I 
ahall eanea the movemeata of the entmy to be narrowly 
watched; but in the event of their landing at Lower 
Sandaafcy, that post cannat.be naved. I will direct it Id 
neh an event, to be evacuated. The atores there ara 
not of much c(Hi8*quertee, excepting abont five hundred 
•taod of arma, which 1 wiJl cauie to be removed aa soon 
aa the roads are practioible, — at preseniitia impossible." 
Theae araa were subsequent)}* rea:>oTed. Just bafoi* 
&« expraaa firom Fort Meigs reached general Harrison, 
ba, in company with major Crogbaa and other offieera, . 
bod examiaad Fort Slaphaiiaan< and gancludad that.il 



eoold not be defendrd ag«1nel heavy utitlery; aa4,if tlM 
Sritish shnald approach it b; water, — which would raiM 
a preaumptiDn, that tbpy had brought their heavy artil- 
lery — the fort mBBt he abandoned and buint, provided a 
retreat conid be effected with safety , Iiitheordert tell 
with major Croghan, it was stated; "Should the British 
troops approach you in (orce with cannon, and you can 
discover them in time to effFct a retreat, you will do M 
immediately, destroying all Ihe public aiores.* Yon 
must be anare, that the atlpmpt to retreat in lbs face of 
an Indiaa force, would be vain. Apainal auch an enemr 
jocr garriaon would he aafe. however grttat the number- 
On the 99ih, genera! Harrison was informed that thS' 
siege of Furt Meigs had been abandoned. The acoata 
•ent out by him, rpported that from Ihe indicationa, they , 
bHiieved an attack waa meditated by the Indiana, then 
lying in numbers on the sonth side of Fort Meiga, opon 
Upper Sandiislij. Upon this information, a connoil of 
war waaRalled,oanipoeedofMcArUinr, Cass, Ball, Paot, 
Wood, Hukill, Holmea and •Graham, who were anani- 
moualy of opinion, that as Fort Siephenson was anten^ 
ble against beavy aitilJery, and as it waa relatively in 
unimportant post, that the earrison aboald Dot be rein- 
forced, hut withdrawn, and the place deaimyed. Tha 
following nder was forthwith eent to major Crogban :— 
"Sir: Immediately on receiving tbia letter, you will 
abandon For^ Stephenson, set fire to it, and repair with 
ynur commaod this night to head quarters. Cross Iha 
river, and come up on the other aide. If you should find 
OF deem it impraeticabie to make good your march to this 
place, take the road to Huron, and pursae it with the uC- 
moat circumspection and dispatch. The bearer of this 
dispatch losing his way, it did not reach major Croghaa 
nntil eleven o'clock of the next day. The major was 
theo of opinion that ha could not retreat wilh safely, as 
the Indians were around the fnrt, in consideiable uum- 
bert. A mejority of his officers coiieurred in the opinion 
that to retreat waa unaafe, and that the post oould b« 

' * The anwunt nf itorrs at thia pUce na) ioconAhriblaj 
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niinlsiiMd nntil at lotat farther inBtraclioni wen iseeir- 
ed from head quarien. Ths major, therefore, promptly 
reluiiHsd the fallowing anawei: "Sir: I hare just re* 
ceiTMl jonrs of jeBterday, ten o'clock, P. M., ordering 
me to destroy this place, and make good my retrpatt 
which was received too laie to be carriral into execution. 
We have determined to maintain this place, and, by 
faeovens, we can." The alrong langoBKe of Ihii note 
was nsed en the aoppoeitioR that it might h,\i into tlie 
hands of the enemy- It rpachod the general on (he same 
day, who, not fnlly nnderttanding the motiTea nnder 
which it wae wriiten, sent colonel Wells next (norniog, 
escorted by cutonel Ball, and a detaehmeDt of draganna. 
with the foHoiriDg order : 

Ju^SOth, 1813. 

"Sui^- The ^neral ha* just received joOr letter of 
this date, informing hin thit you had thought proper to 
disobey the order issued from thja office, and delivered 
lo yon thJa rooming. It appears that the information 
which dictated the order was incorrect ; and as you did 
not receive it in the night, as was expected, it might haTfl 
been proper that yon ehonld have reported the circum- 
stance and yonr aitnation, before yon proceeded to its ex- 
eeutioQ. This might have been passed over ; but I am 
directed to say to ynu, that an officer who presumes to 
avert that he has made hie resolation, end that he will 
act in direct opposition to the orders of his general, 
eaD no longer be entrnated with a separate commaDd. 
Colonel Wells is sent to relieve yoa. Vou will dRllvei 
the commend lo him, and repair with colonel Ball's 
squadron to this place. By command, &a. 

"A. H. HoLHEB, Jlu't. Adjutant General." 

In passing down, the dragooos met with a party of 
fonrt^n Indians, and killecl twelve of them. When 
major Croghan reached head quartets, he explained to 
the general hia raotivea in writing the note, which were 
deemed aatiafactory. In the meantime, the acoutq had 
reported to general Harrison that the Indians had not 
gons in the direction of Upper Sandusky. Upon receiv- 



iag Ai« inftniCHtian, major CrogliBa was directed to i»* 
•uine hia pnst^ with written inunictiou of thi nta» 
import as bad bren preTiousl; given. 

On Iha evening of the 31*t of July, some sconu wnl 
oql by general Huriaon, iJiscoverM the Btitieh witbia 
twenty cuilefl of Fort Slepkeneoo, approacbing the pltMM 
hy water. It was aher twelve o'clock, however, on the 
next day, Augoet 1st, before tittle scouts, in letnridpg 
to Seneca, bj Lower Sajidusky, oommanicatad this in- 
formntion to major Croghan, and in a few honra after-- 
waniB the fort waa actually inveited by the Britiih and 
Indiana. A flag waa now sent from the enemy demand- 
ing a BtinendeT. The messenger waa informed thM lh« 
commandant and gairieoa were determined to defend it 
tu tlte last Bilremity. The attack waa promptly cooh 
meaoed, and gallantly Buatained. The resalt was glo- 
rious to the American anUs, aod eovefed the gallant Cro- 
ghan and hii officers nnd men, with honor. Only one 
nan was killed, and but seven wounded, belonging to 
the garrison. The Iohb of the enemy was not less tbUt 
one hundred and fifty in killed and wounded. 

General Harrison, when informed of (he attack oa 
Fort Stephenson, paused before moving to its relief. He 
was hourly expecting considerable re in fore em pnts from 
Iha interior, but had not with him at Seneca, a diapossbla 
force of more than eight bandied men, the fifth of whom 
Were cavalry, who, in the thick woods extending &i» 
greater part of the way, between that place and Lower 
Sandusby, nonld have been of little use. The remain- 
der of these eight handred men were ran moruils. To 
have marched upon an enemy, seventl thousand strong, 
with such a force, would, in all haman probability, faeve 
lesulted in ita total destruction. Again, in moving to 
Fort Stephenson, he must npcessarily leave the camp at 
Seneca with one hundred and fifty sidi soldieis in it, ex- 
posed to the Indian tomahawk ; while Upper Sandusky, 
at which were ten thousand barrels of fiour, besides othef 
supplies of publie stores, indispensable for the main ot>< 
jects of the oompaign, was equally liable to be attacked 
«nd destroyed by Tecumthe, who, with two tiiousaod 



trafriOM^ w^ then lying in Ihii swam^, b«t<r«en tfa«t 
Boiet and Fort Meigs, ready to slrika opoD either S«iieea 
or Upper Sandusky, in the event of general Harrison's 
uiorin^ to Fort Stephenson. Under thess circsmatanceB, 

- lie waa boand by every military principle, to retain tfaat 
poaition in wtiicb he coDid, with tba moat oertainly. ac- 
compliah the best reaulCB. H« therefore determined to 

' wait, for a time, at least, the progress of eTSnla, honing 
that leuiforoementa would arriTe befn^ the foit could be 
reduced. On the uigbt of the 3nd, ti« was informed that 
the enemy waa letreatine, and early next morning', havii^K 
in the night been reinforced by three hundred Ohio mi- 

, litia, he BBt ont for the fort attended by the dragoons, aixl 
directing the remainder of the dieposable force to follow 
ander geneisls Cbsb and McArlbur. Upon reaching the 
fort, the general was told by a wounded sergeant of tbo 
Britiah tronps, (hat Tecomihe was in the swamp, south 
«f Fert Meigs, ready to strike at Upper Sandusky, on 
the firet opportunity. This information, corroborative of 
what he bad before henrd, induced thtr oommander-in- 
chief to direct general McArthur, who had not yet reach 
ed the fort, to retam to Seneca with all poaaible dispatek. 
In hiti official report of this affair, general Harrison 
«aid i " II will not he among the least of general Proe- 
tor's morlilicattoiia to find that he has been bsffied bj a 

Jouth, who has just passed his twentj'first year. He is, 
owever, a hero worthy of his pliant tincre, George R. 
Clark." The president immediately conferred the hrent 
rank of lieutmiBnt-Rolonei, on major Croghan. 

Shortly atWwarda atx attack was made in some poblhi 
prints upon the condnct of general Harrison, In regard 
to the defence of Fort Stephenson. Major Croghan 

gomplly replied to it, hy forwarifmg to a newspaper in 
incinnatl, a communication, under date of Lower Sao- 
Jusky, Augnst t!71h, ^812, in which he glTea the reasoa 
already stateii, for disobeying general Harrison'a order 
to destroy the fori, and retreat to. Sececa, and aajs : 

" I have with ranch regret seen in some of the publiw 
prints, anch raisrapresentalions resprcling my refnsal to 
«vacuate this poit, as are calcnlated not only (o injora 
BU iu tho MliauuioD of militai; men, but alM ta exeil* 



"I hi 



nnlsTorable impTMsioMS ae to the propriety of getmal 
Hairieon'g conduct teUlive to thia anair. 

" HU chancier a* a militar; man i* too veil establish' 
ed to need tny approbaiion or aapport. But liis puhlio 
services entitle him etleaet tocoaunon justice. Thia af- 
fair does Dot furnish canae of reproach. If public o[iiD- 
ion has been lately misted^ respecting his late condoct, it 
'will require but a moment's cool, diBpaisLonaie reflee- 
tJoD, to conTince them of its propriety. The measDrM 
iGcently adopted hy him, so fti from deserving cenioTC, 
are tlie clearest proo& of his keea penetration, and abts 
geneelship." 

The letter oonchides with the following paragraph*, 
alike honorable to the soldier aod the gentleman : 

" It would be laHDOere to mj that 1 am not flatlered 
by the many faaudeome things which hare been said 
about the defence which was made by the troops under 
my command ; but I desire no plaudits which are beslow- 

- j^ g[ l^,g expense of general Harrison. 

at all timae enjoyed bis confidence ao far as 
the ann^ entitled me to it. Acd on proper 
occasions received his marked atleatloD. I have felt the 
warmest attachment for him as a man, and niy confidenc* 
ID him as an able eomrttander remains unshaken. I feel 
every aaaurance that he will at all times do me ample 
Justice 1 and nothing could gini me more pain than to 
•ee hia enemips teiie upon this occasion to deal out their 
unfriendly feeliaga and aerimonioua dislike — and aa long 
as he continues (as la m^ bumble opinion he has hith- 
erto done) to make the wisest arrangementB and raost ja- 
dirioQS disposition, which the forces under hia command 
will justify, I shall not hesilate to anite with the army 
in bestowing opon hirA that confidence which he so richly 
merits, and which has on no occasion been nidiheld." 

About the same lime, the followinfr article was pub- 
lished in one of the public prints of Ciacinnati: 

" LowiB Siiraci Town, ^ugtitt 29tb, 1813. 
" The undersigned, being the gener.il, field, and staff*, 
officers, with that portion of the north-western army 
Mider ibeimmediatecominaad of general HaniMD, hara 



•baerred with regret ind aarpriee, that ehnrga*, aa 
impropei in the furm, as in Ihs BubBlsDcc, hsTtt' bem 
made B{raioat the cooducl of general Harrisoa during 
the leoenl ioTeatment of Loner Sanduslty. At another 
time, and under ordinal^ cireum stances, we shmild deem 
it impropBr and unmilitary thae pablicly to give any 
opinion respecting the moyemenla of the annj. Bat 
public confidence in the commanding general i> CHen. 
lial to the auccels of the campaign, and cauaeleiBljr 
to withdraw or to withhold that eonudeace, is more than 
iodividual injustiee; it becomes a aerious injury to tha 
service. A part of the force, of which tbe American 
atroj conilBlB, wi]I derive ila greatest ttrength and 
efficacy iron a coitfidence in the commanding general, 
and from those moral causes which aceompanj and giTS 
energy to pobjic opinion. A Terj eironeoua idea le- 
specting the number of the troops then at the disposal of 
the general, has doubtleae bean the primary cassis of 
those unfartunate and unfounded impreasloni. A etnae 
of duty forbids as from giving a detailed view of out 
strength at that time. Id that Tsspecl, we baTS for. 
tunately experienced a very favorable change. Bnt ws 
refer the pablifl to the general's official report to. the 
aecretary of war, of mafor Croghan'a ancccsubl defiinoe 
tff Lower Sandusty. In thai will be found a alatement 
of our whole disposable foroe; and be who belieTOa 
that with sDch a force, and under the oircamstanoek 
vhich then occurred, general Harrison oufht to havs 
advaaoed upon tfae enemy, must be left to coirect hia 
opinion in the school of experience. 

" On a review of the course then adoptedi wa Bra 
decidedly of the opinion, tbat it was such as was dic- 
tated by military wisdom, a»d by a due re^rd to our 
own circumstances and to the sfluation of tka aneoiy. 
The reasons for this opinion it is evidently fmproper 
now to give, bat we hold ourselves ready at a future 
period, and when other eircumstancea BbBil have InleN 
Tened, to aatiafr every man of its coirectnees who ia 
BDxiooH to investigate and willing; to reoeive the truth. 
And with a ready acquiescence, beyond the mere etainta 
«£ niUtwj duty, we ue prepared W obej a g 



whoH meaniTet meet oar moit delibenU approbaiioB, 
and taBiit that of his conntrj. 

Levfis Cass, Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 

S4MUEL W11.LB, Col. 17 R. U. S. I. 

Tho». D. OwiBos, Col. 28 a. U. S. I. 

GsoReB Paul, Co!. 17 R. U. S. [. 

J. C. Bartlbtt, Col. Q. M. G. 

Jakis V. Ball, Linut. Col. 

RoBEHT MoBiuaoN, LlRUt. Col. 

Gbobob Todd, Mai. 19 R. U. S. I. 

William Tbioo, Maj. 38 R. U. S. I. 

James SHiLkr, Mai. 98 R. U. S. I. 

Rd. Gurah, Maj. 17 R. U. S. I. 

Geo. Ceookan, Maj. 17 R. U. S. I. 



TheM two docamenlB, apontiuiBoaalf given, and frMtt 
tbe highett possible aotliDrily, most, with all honorabla 
minds, Telieve the commander'in-cfaief from the ceDsme 
vhioh partiian iljiberalitj, attempted to cast upon bim, 
in Ibis affair. It ia plucking no leaf from the lani«la 
nhich the gallaolry of the youthful CroEhan entnined 
arouod his brows, in the defence of Fort Stephenson, to 
claim for his commander, the credit of havinir acted. Ml 
this oecaatoD, with prudence, Gdelity, and profouad mili* 
(ary skill. 

As soon as this invasion of the territory of Ohio WM 
known, governor Meiga called upon ihe militia of the 
state to repel the eoemy. The appeal was promptly and 
nobly responded to, but the abandonment of the siege of 
Fort Meiga, and the gallant defence of Fort Stephenaon, 
rendered their services uaneceesary. When ihe miliiik 
were disbanded, without an opportunity of meeting the 
foe, or being employed in the main expeJilion against 
Canada, tiiere was much discontent among them. Ta 
tllay this feeling, general Harrison met tbem at Upper 



mmld not be eSeoted ander fiAeen or eighteen day!, aod 
ao large ■ force, btbh for a short time, would conaumt 
tiie piiHaiona provided for the support of the campaigD. 
The delay in oiavin^ apon Canada arose frnm a oauM 
which general Harriaon could not then pubticly explain, 
leBl it should reach the enemj. Under the plan of th« 
campaign, he was not to crosa the lalcB nntil he had thg 
-operation of commodore Perry's fleet. The pe- 



Tiod when this could bs obtained « 



UuSw 
eiHsh eircumataneee, the retention of eo largn a body of 
Inllitia, in camp, would have defeated the plan of (he 
campaign. At ihe same lime, the comnnander-in'Chier 
bore his testimony to the fact, that the exertions made b^ 
gOTernor Meigs to assemble Ihe railitja, and the prompti- 
tude with which the call bad been met, wae truly astoni«h> 
ing, and reflected the highest credit on the stale. Soma 
of the diabanded officers, however, met together, notwith- 
■tanding ^is explanation, and in a moment or popular 
discoDCent, parsed resoluiioue to the effect, that they 
Were gteaily diaappointrd in not being kept in serrice, 
and titai there wae something myslrriouB in the conduct 
of general Harriaon. The cool reflection of these offi- 
cers, and a subsequent knowledge of the whole plan of 
the campaign, have long since caused them to reerel their 
course on Chia oocasion; and, to admit with a fianbneaa 
honorable to tl)eir charaoier, that they had done great in- 
jnatice to the coimnander-in-chief. 

Active pr<^retioNB for the expedition against Upper 
Canada «'ere now making. Tho call by general Harri- 
Bon> en the governor of Kentnrky, foi volunteers, was 
promptly responded lo, by ihe venerable Shelby, who, io 
a patriotic appeal lo the people of that state, appointed 
die 31st of August for the rcndrivoas of the trorps at 
Newport. Public attention was now directed with gieat 
jfltensenets, to the rival fli-ets on lake Erie. About Ihe 
8nd uf Au^si, the vessels under commodore Perry wers 
finally e<juipped. On the 5th, general Harrison visited 
the fleet, and fumishrd the commander uilh a company 
of soldiers, lo act as marines, who were afterwards ao- 
lintluledged 10 have performed a ralueble service. CoU 
ABol JohiteoD, with liia mounted regimeot, wai Mcalled 



ftnm KentDckj, to the frontien. Ever; ezerliod wu» 
Hilda along the whole line froai CIsTelaod to Foi% M«gaw 
to huten on the etore*, while goTernni Shelbj was stMH' 
dllj sdrancing with a, slionr bodj of moDDted atat 
towards the Bceoe of Hctioii. In the midal of theM m>- 
ttre prsparetionB, in which the energy of the commandei- 
tn-chiet w«e eTeiywhete perceptible, he reoeired oa iha 
ISth of Sepiembei, at Seneca, a note ia which commo* 
dors Peiry saja : 

"We have met the enemy and they are oan — tWO: 
■faipB, two brigs, one schooner, ud a sloop." 

Tfafa important and glorions news apfvad, with Iha 
miidity of en electric Ehock, throaghout the whole Itaa 
of^lhe aimy, and ae it reached the lartoni detaohmenta, 
preaaing on to the ihore of the lake, it qoickened theii 

<mKed, and awakened a hnming deaire to achiere a 
nelory equally biilliant orer the eaemy ander Proctor. 
Od the 20th, the embarkatioa eommenced &oat the moutb 
of Pottage rlrer. Oo the 36th, the array reaped th* 
Middle Sister, — havina; touched at Put-io-bay, where a 

Sineral order oC debarkation, of march and of battle, was 
Boed by the corDmaoder-in-chlef, which, for lucid mi- 
niiteneas and military acnneD, haa been pronouncad hj 
sompotent jadgea, to be ODsoipiased in its kind. On 
Ae moTBinp of the 3?th, the final embarkation of the 
army commenced, in aizteen veeaela and upwards <^ 
eighty boflia. The eun ehooe ia all hu autumnal beaalji 
and a gentle breeze hastened oowaid ttts abipa to that 
shore, on which it waa aoticipated the baatMi of our 
connUy would hare to be planted, amid the thunder of 
Britiah arma, and the yella of forooioua Indiana. WblU 
noTinff over the hosom of the lake, — every eye en- 
chanted wiUi the magnificence of the eceoe, and ever;: 
heart panting for the coming opportunity of aTengincr 
Aaircounlry 8 wrongs, — theMloTedeommander-in-chief 
oeaeed ihe following address to be delivered to his army : 
"The general entreats his hravs tooops to remeniber, 
that they are ^e sons of sires whose feme is immortal s 
Aat they sre to fight for the rights of tbdr msnlted cout^ 
try, while their opponents eombat for the unjnst preteo- 
doM of » maatet. KeDtaekiaBB ! remembei the rira 



Bsuin ; bat renieimber it onlf, whilst vietoiy ia nrapend' 
ed. The rerenge of a eoldiei canaot be gratified upon m 
fidlen enemy." 

'Wliea this ■tirring appeal waa Tend, on euli tc*- 
sel, and in each boat, tns ahontt of " Hamaoa and 
victor;," roM, sneceiBiTetj, from aa txtaj of frBeiatn, 
>ild went booming oTer the rippling weteia. The land- 
ing was eSeclad at foar o'clock, wiih a celerit; auA 
&a order, as rernatkabls as the ipeotacle naa beentifal 
mud eraiid ; and, ■bDatsnndawn, the annj entered Mai- 
den In triuniph, heralded bj the natioDal ait of " yankea 
doodle." Tlie eoenij had fled— the town wai nearly d^ 
■erted, and the fort a pile of emouldering raina On thn 
S9th, tite army reached Sandwich, in parsuit of tlie i»-. 



itin? foe. 
Lt this plec 



a council was held, on the qoettion of a 
ehoiee of roates, over which to putaua Proctor. The 
•nenp the TliHiDeB was. finally Beleotsd. Peraonal ani- 
moaity towards the commander-in-chief, Bubaeqaantly 
gave riee to the charge, that in this coancil, lie waa op- 
noaed to the paranit of ifae enemy, and was reluetODtly 
forced iaio it, by the veoetable hero of King'a Moonlsin, 
irho commanded, in paraon, the Kentneky troops oa this 
■temorable espedttjon. Iliat the reader may aee the fat- 
«ity of this allegation, we here break the thread of oai 
awratire, to inirodnee tha following Uttera, which ooiw 
tain the moat ample refutation of a chargo aa onfoaadcd 
aa it ia maltcioaa : 

FsAjtsroRi-, .^731, 1816. 
- "DiiB GamKAL s-— Yoar letter of the I9lh Inetttol 
has been duly received, in which yon ataud that a ohar^v 
fana been made against yon, ' that yon were forced to 
pnrsne Proctor from my remonBtrancea,' and that I had 
said to ^on upon that occasion, ' that it was immaterial 
what direction you look, that I waa resolved to pnraaa 
the enemy np the Tliames ;' and yoo lequeat me to gin 

KD a statemeBt of facta to relation to die council of war 
Id at Sandw ich. 

" 1 wiirmrtKe fiist pboa, freely daclare that no Baoli 
laagtnpi •var paasad from ms to J«a, ud thu I aatw 



tainad dirongiioat the campsign, loo high tn opiriim of 



tMollected, that the srmy arrived at Sandwich in tho 
aflttrnooti of the 39(b of SepUmbeT, and (hat tiie next 
day waa eitremelj wrc. I was at your quarters in the 
ereDJDg of that day; ve had a canTsrsaiioa rela^Ta to 
The porsuit of the enemy, and yon rf^queaied me to ae* 
joa early tha nPit morning. 1 waited on you jnat after 
daybreak — found yon np, apparently waiting for me ; yon 
lea me into a amall private room, and on the way ob- 
Berved, ' We mnat not be heard.' You w^in as aniioua 
to pnreue Proctor sa I waa, hat tnighl not have been en* 
tirely BBliafied as to the route. You obaerred thai there 
were two ways by which he might be overtaken ; one 
waa down die lake liy water, to eorae post or point, of 
Ae name of which I am now nol posilire ; thence to 
BBreh acrosB by land twelve mllea to the road leading up 
die Thames, and inlercppt him. Tha other way by landf 
up the Btrait, and up the Thames. I fell aatisfiea, by tt 
ptiranit on land, that he oodd be overhauled, and ez> 
preaaed that opinion, with The reaBona on which il waa 
fonnded, and we readily agreed in aentiment; bttlyod 
obaerved, aa (here wpre two roulea by which he might 
be overtaken, to determine ihe one moat proper was a 
meaaare of ^reat reaponsibility, that yon would take ihe 
opinion of tbe general otficera bb to the most precUcabla 
one, and you requested me to collert them in one honi at 
Jour quarters. laiiBembled them accordingly, to whom 
you Htated your determination to pursue Proctor, and 

J'onr object in celling tbem together ; and after eiplaiii- 
ng the two toutea by ^hich he might be oTertaken, yoa 
obeerved, ■ that the eovernor thinkn, and so do I, that tha 
purauit hy land up the Thames, will be mnBt effectual." 
The general officera were in favor of a parauil by land ; 
wtd in Ihe course of that d,ty, colonel Johnson, witij hit 
nounted reniinent, waa able to croaa over from the De- 
troit aide to join in the chase. He mitiht, however, hava 
heeD ordered ihe day bi-faTe, during ^e rain, to cross 
over with bis reniment; but of this 1 have not a distiiMit 
NeoUmtioa. Tbo nimj 1 know was on it* atueh b/ 



u 

mnrise on the morning of tbe Sod of October, and 
contJDued the pureoit (^teo in a ran,] unljl tha sTeninj^ 
cf the fith, wlien tbe enemj was aveitakeit. During tha 
whole of this [ong and arduouH pursuit, no man could 
make greater exeiiionii, or use more TJgilance then joa 
did to OTertake Proctor, nbilat the skill and promptituda 
with wbich ion amneed the troops for batite, and thft 
diatingnished zeal and bravery you STinced during itg 
conUnuaace, merited and leceived my bigbeat approba- 
tion. 

•'-Id abort, air, firom the time I joined jou to tbe mo- 
ment of our separation, I beliere that no commander 
aver did or could make greater exertions than yon did 
to efiect the great objects of the campaigo. I admired 
yonr plana, and thought them executed with great enei- 
ffjj particularly your order of battle, and arrangemeDta 
lor landing on the Canada shore, were calculated to in- 
spire erery officer and man with a confidence that w« 
eonld not be defeated by anything like our own nnmher.^ 

'> Until after I ^d served the campaign of 1813, 1 was 
not aware of the idifficnliies which yon had to euconnler 
as commander of the north-western amy. 1 bare since 
often said, and still do believe, that the duliea assigned 
to yon on that occasion, were more arduous and difficnlt 
to accomplish than any 1 had erer known confided to 
uij commander; and with respect to tha zeal and fidel- 
i^ with which yon executed that high and important 
trust, there ara Uionsands in Kentucky, as well as my- 
•elf, who believed it could sot have been committed to 
better hands. 

" With sentiment! of tbs most sincere r^id and 
esteem, I have the honor to he, with great respect, yonr 
ebedient servant, ISAAC SHELBY. 

"Mfjor QentTtd William Henry StrHttn." 

NewTOBT, Jiigutt 18, 1817. 
" Ht Dsab Sib :— I have received your letter of the 
Ilth nit. in which ^on reqaest me to reply to the fol- 
lowing questions, viz : first, > Whether the statements 
made by goveroot Shelby in his letter to yoa of the 31dt 
«f AprO, 1816, be ubBtantiallj coneot 1' to which 1 1»' 



or 

flj ID th« affinuatiTB. Secondty, ' Wbelber joa iii 
«Ter, «itlier in Uie council Mi st Sandwich, or in pii> 
vtlH coarereatioa vith me, evince anjrthing like bd in* 
dispoiiuoQ to parsoe ihe British aim; hj one or the tira 
rouut which were under consideration 1' — lo which I 
answer in the Df^tiTa. In a conrersation which I held 
with you the morning prior to the assembling of the 

Snral couacil at Sandwich, jou appeared panicolarl^ 
iraue of alternpting to cut off ihe retreat of the Bri- 
tish arm; by the ronle from port Talbot. To your arpi- 
Bwnts in favor of this measDre, I opposed onr limited 
means of transportation, and the great difficulty aai 
uncertainly of the lake nBvi|{adon at this season of the 
year. These obstacles appeared lo induce you to have 
reoourae lo the roeasure wbich was afierwarda adopted. 
" Aliboagh I have lillle or no prelensious to mililair 
knowledge as relates to an army, still I may be allowed 
to beat testimouy to your aeel and activity in the pursuit 
o( the British army under general Proctor, and to saj, 
tha prompt change made by jon in l^e order of battle, 
on discoveriaf tie posiUou of t)ie wiemy, always baa 
> appeared to me to have evinced a higl/ degree of militarj 
Ulent. 1 concvr Boat sincerely with the fenerabU 

fovernor Shelby, in his general approbation of your con- 
act as far (aa it came under my observation,} in that 
«Biapaign. With great regard, I am, my dear sir, yoor 
mend, I "O.H. PERRY. 

" JCyor GtaerrU W. B. EErriten." 

Extrmct if a ktierfrom Governor Can to Gentral Harruon, 
dated Detroit, Jugutt 31, LBIT. 
" Upon the subject of the council which was held at 
Sandwich,! cannot eptiak with precision; I Ihink that 
for Bome cause, I do not now recollect, 1 was not present 
at ilB deliberations. Bot I da recnllect that at all the 
interriews 1 had with you, you were ardent and zeal- 
ous for the pursuit of Procior; nor did 1 ever bear that 
a doubt had br^n expressed by you upon that subject, 
till long ader the events themselTes had passed away. 
In the lettpr from governor Shelby to you, whii'h has 
been published, the goYeuua has staled ao ciutectly aiul 



distiiJe^T, ih« pnmotilions which were made fM &t pnr> 
Bait of nocUr, tiiat there is lees necessitj for me to 
enter ioto e detail of them. - The viain body of the eae- • 
mj'B ariny had l«ft Amber^tbui^ some days before w« I 
landed, and weie understood to be apon the river Frea<A, < 
If cOBdacted with Doramon prndence, ll was m;l|ptpraK' 
then, and it is mj opinion yet, that they might hartt 
moved with such cdeiity as to havB reDdered it im- 
practicable for 09 to have overtaken theot. A. deep in- 
dentation of the lake eome distance below Maiden wonM 
have brought qb within ft few miles of the road upon 
vhioh Proctor retreated, aod canaiderably advanoed of 
th« positioa where we overtook him. Th« oroDiietV of 
puTSDing him alone the road he bed taken, o 
oring to intercept him by the other rr"*- *™ 
of conversation on our liral arrival 
whsnerer I eonveiaed with yon, the latter rooM ww 
mentioned as one which deserved ezaatDatloQ rather than 
one npoD which any decided opinion had been fonned. 
Upon a consideration of its UDcertainl^ at that Mason of 
the year, it was soon abandoned. I was with yon 6»- 
qaently, and conversed with yon IVeely^ daring our oas> 
tinuance at Sandwich, and I am Confident you never hea- 
itat«d in your determination to pursue Prootor. So far 
aB toy feeble testimony can aid in removing erroneoss 
impreasioDS, which have injured you, it ie given wifli 
pleasure. From the time 1 joined the army under you 
oommand, its operations were candQCled with as muoh 
celerity ss possible, and so Hr as respects yoaraelf, its 
fiscal oonoerna, I am confident, were managed with the 
most tcmpolons integrity." 



CHAPTER IX. 

Battle of 4m Thuim^-DocuiiBnti u to the mum- Giauni 
HnriKni nib iter Bnfialo— Mudxa b> Ftnt George. — Oi- 
dered to hk DiMfict— DeMMid* lake Ontaiio to SaAMt 
Hubor.— Pum to Cinciniuti, im. New Yoik, PhiladeMiii, 
md WuhingtaD.— 'Intaftnnce with hii omnauid b; Gea- 
«nd AmatrooK. — Peny's lettei.— M'Anhiu'i letttr.— Jdm- 
■en'* letter. — Crogbui'a letter. — Henriaoa'a latter of leapw* 
liou to the Piendeat.— Ooretuoi Shelby's lettei to the iW 



Wmih the army reached Sandwich, on iha 29th, got- 

(«r1 M'Arthor waa detsched with his hri^de to retake 
pOBaeSBion oi TMtroit, wliich for thirteen months had been 
in tfae poOMBBion of the British aad Indians. The lattu 



di^ Mt leare it antil startled bj a few rounds tirom one 
of our Tossels. Oa the same da;, the eeneral, seizing 
. the first caomentto abrogate ihe martial law in force bj 
. Prootcv, Mies tab lisbed the civU gi)TerniDeat of Michigan, 
.10 the great Joy end relief of the inhabitants. 

Colonel Johnson, with his mouitled legiment, oiosaed 
dte strut ehrly on the Ist of October, and rejoined the 
»rmy. On the Snd of October, Ihe pursuit was resumed. 
On a fork of the Th ames, near Cha tham, a largo party 
vf Indiana were found preparea to 'tlispnte the paasi^ 
«f that Btream. A few shot from Wood's artillery dis- 
persed them. This was the place appointed by Pro» 
tor, in hie Conference with Tecnmthe, to make a atand. 
" Hpre," said Ihe foimec, " they would either defeat gen- 
eral Httrriaon, or there lay their bones." Tecumtha sp- 
proved of die position, and said, "when he should look 
at the two streams, they would remind him of the Wa- 
fcaah and Tippecanoe."* The pursuit was continoed 
vith unabated speed, — the troops being frequently on 
» run, until the 5th, when near the Mora v ian to wtis, 

* A dsip, uikfbniible cnek bUs intir tba Tbamsi, neat Cl])al> 



twelve milea beyond ike orouing of the ^laBiM, die 
cneisj was OTerUken. 

The position seiectsd b; the snem j vu eniineiitljr fO- 
dicioDs. TliB Britiah tcoopa, amonDUng to eight or oin« 
hueditd, were posted with their left upon the liver, 
which naa nafordabte at &at point; their light exteoded 
to, and aeroas a swamp, and tiniled there with a body of 
IndJaiia, led by the celebrated Teeumthe, amouDtiDg to 
eighteen hundred or two thouaand. The British artil- 
lery was placed in the road along the riTer, near to the 
left of their line. - At from two to three hondred ^rards 
from the rirer, a swamp exienda nearly parallel to it, die 
iDtermediale ground being dry. Thia position of the 
CDem;, with his flask protected on the left by the riTfli, 
and 01 the right by the swamp filled by the Indians, ws* 
«TideiitlT cnlcajated to call for a diaplay of miUlary tal- 
ent ia the opposing general, and of lalor io his troopa. 
As the wing^ coald net be lained, genernl Harrison made 
bis arraDgemenla to aooceotrete his forces against the 
British Ifne. Tb« 1st dinsion, under major-Beaerat 
H^nry, waa formed in three linea at one hundred yards 
irom each other — the front line consisting of Trottw'e 
brigade, the second line of Chilea'a brigade, and the re- 
serve of King's brigade. These lines were in front of, 
and parallel to, the Britisb troops. The second diiision, .' 
under majqr^ peral Desba , composed of Allen's and I 
CaldweirB"ti^iTW,'mU Tortned e n potenct , or at ri^ht ' 
angles to ^e firat diTision. GoTeroDTShelby, aa senior 
major general of the Kentucky troops, was posted al this 
motcbai, formed between the Grst and BeeCcd divisions. 
Colonel Simrall's regiment of light infantry waa formed 
in reserve, obliquely to the left division and covering tbe 
rear of tiie front division; and after much reflection as to 
the dlspnsiticn to he made of coionet Johnaon's mounted 
troops, they were directed, as soon as the from line ad- 
vanced, to take ground to the lef\, and, forming npon that 
flank, to eadeavoT to turn the right of the IndiauR. A de- 
tachment of regular troops of the 86ih United Slates ii>- 
fantry, under colonel Paul, odeupied the space belweea 
tiie road and the river for the purpose of eetziag tbe ene- 
mj'i utillei; ; and BimullanBooslj vitti this mavemeia, 



100 amvBKi or i 

fytty tnenAj Indiana were to paaa under the bank Id 

tho rear of tbs Briiish line, and bj their Sre induce tin 
enemj to mppaH their dwd Indiane had turned Bgainst 
them. At the same time, colonel Wood bed been ii^ 
■tmcled (o Diak« preparatione for using the enemy'i tt- 
tiUery, and iske their own line by a flank fire, Bj rafi^ 
•ing (he left oi sraMid dirieion, the Indiana were kept in 
tie 4ir, that is, in a poaitlon in which thejr would be na^ 
leaa. It will be seen, hh ihe general anticipated, that 
Ifaey awaited in their poaition the adrance of the seoond 
dinaion, whilet the British left was contending with the 
American right. 1^ Indiana afterwards inquired wif 
this diTisioD did not char^ their line. -This diapofitiott 
of the troops waa a combination of (he modern taoticB in 
Europe, with that prescribed by Waahington and adopt- 
ed bv general Wavne. Johnson's corpa consisted of QUM 
boDdred men, ■nd the fire brif^ea under Eovemor Shel- 
by, amovnted from fifteen to eighteen hanored, in all not 
Bzeeedlng two titouaand aeTen hnndred. 

Ib the midst of these arranaiementa, aadjaataslhe o^ 
der was about to be given to the front line to advance, at 
the bead of which general Hajriaon had placed himself 
with hia ataff, major Wood approached him with the 
intelligence, tliat havine teconncatred .the enemy he bad 
ascertained the remark^le tact, that tEie British lines, in- 
stead of the naual close order, had been drawn np at opaa 
order. This departure from ordinary military principles 
in the formation of the Briliah troops, at once induced 
seneral Harrison to adopt the novel expedient of chai^ 
mg Ihe British lines with Johnson's mounted troopa. 
This determination was communicated (o colonel Joho- 
■OD, who WHS directed to draw op his regiment " in closa 
•dnmn, with its right fifty yards from the road, (that it 
might be, in Some measare, protected by Ihe trees from 
the artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to ehai^ full 
speed upon the enemy. 

At this juncture, general Harrison, with his aid8-de> 
eamp, attended by genera) Casa and commodore Perry, 
•dvanced from the right of the front line of infantry, to 
the right of the front of the column of moonled troopi 
led l>y liaulananl colonel Jam^ Johiwon and msjot Do- 



Ml Pajne. Genenl Hani«OD peraonall^ ga-n tfae dtreo- 
lioDa tor the chai^ to be mad* " wfaen the righl bat- 
taliaa of the mouated meii receWed tbe fire of tfaa BrlU 
iah; the horses la the front of the eokiua lecoiled from 
the fire ; aaother was given bj the enemy, and oni col- 
nUB at length getting in motiaa, broke through the eii»- 
my with irreaiadbte torce. In one minale the contest iir 
front was otet. The British officers Beeicg no prospect 
of reducing their diaoidered ranks to order," and seeing 
the advance of infantiy "and our mouated men wheeling 
vpon tbem and pouring in a destnictive fire, immedlatel]' 
Burrendeied."* 

Tbe leault of this charge decided the fate of the day. 
It uncovered tbe IndiBa left, and neoessarily oompelled a 
retreat, aJthoagh the battle coniinned to rage severely to 
the left along the Indian line. Colonel Richard M. JofaiH 
eon, b; the extension of his line, had come in contact 
irith the Indians, who had made some impreSBion upon 
him and the left of Trotter's brigade. As soon as the 
charge upon ^e right bad token effect, general HanisoB 
dinpaiched an order to governor Shelby to bring up Sim- 
nil a regiment to rainfoice the point pressed by the In- 
dians, and ihen the general passed to the tsft to saperii>- 
tend the uperationa in that quarter. Tbe gofernor, how- 
erer, had anticipated Che wishea of the general, and 
bringing np Simrall's I'egiraent, met tbe general near the 
orofcbet, and Boon- after the battle ceased. The eom- 
manSing general then directed a portion of the right bat- 
tslion, under major Payne, to pnreue general Proctor, 
who hod fled Qiider the escort of a troop of dragoons and 
■oro« mounted Indians. Tbe pursuit waa so hot for six 
miles beyond the Moravian town, that the British gene- 
ral was compelled to abandon his sword, papers, and 
carriage, which, with siity-three prisoners, several In- 
dians Killed, and an iumense amount of slorea, was ths 
i«snlt of this daring enterprise by seven ofiicers and ihrea 
privates, who alone continued the pursuit after the first 
lew tniles, 

Oui loss in this decisive battle, \ras from sevenlAen to 

■ Official ■harwhi 



twenir killed, and Ihir^ to fortj woantled. Tbe BrltiA 
Ion WM six huDdred sod forty-Sve, of which eightwa 
\nn killed aod tirenl;^-*!' ivooaded I and the Indiul 
lafl 00 the rronnd and in tbo punaitt betwMa fiftj ani 
aixty killed, and, estimating the asmal pToportioit of 
woueded, their total loaa must havo been Bear two b«ih 
deed. Among oar gallant dead, was colonel Whitley, 
and lieutenant Logan. Colonel R. H. JohneoD aod eap- 
tsina J. Davidson and Sfaort, were tevereljr woDoded. 
Tecumthr, a brigadrer-eenersl in the Brilisfa aervice, and 
the formidable chief of Ae Indian confederacy, fell inlhii 
tnemorable battle, by which an important territory waa 
reatared to the United Stalea, the uppermost Canadewaa 
eonqueied, and the bleaainga of peace extended to lb* 
Sootier aettlemeotB in the north-weat. 

From a reriew of th? arrangements and incidents !■ 
this battle, it will be seen that the plan of lefuaing th» 
Ml wing, was attended with the happiest conseqaeoees. 
The force of the enemy eonrisCed principally of Indiana 
in poaition,'with the right of their line thrown forwud 
obtuaely from the point where they nnited with the 
British : the latter appeared (o conatitDte the weakest 
wing of the enemy ; and therefore ^nerat Harriaon ex- 
hihited military ffeniua in ao anangin|f hie troops aa to 
anapend or aioia a conflict with the Indians and coacen- 
trate his strength against the British line. Tbe eereie 
loaa inflicted by the Indiana on colonel Johnaoa'a leA, 
and the email part of the infantry with which they came 
' t, abundantly shews what would have been the 



n thie place, an extract of the offieisl 
letter of ^neral Harrison, bearing testimony to the con- 
dact of hie officers and soldiers in this battle. 

" In co^imuni eating to the president through yoa, aiTi 
my opinion of tbe conduct of the officers who seiTed mt- 
der my command, 1 am at a lose how to mention that of 
gOToroor Shelby, being coorinced that no eiilogiura of 
mine can reach hia merit. The goTertior of an indepeo- 
dent atqte, greatly my auperior ia years, in experieaae» 
end in military' cbatacter^ he placed himaelf nndei mj, 



Mmmand, and was not more reinarlrable tot hie zieal and 
Activity, tbao Tor the piomptitnde and chBerfulaeiB witb 
which he obejed my ordert. The majdr-^neraj« Henrf 
and De«ha, and the bheadiers AUea, 'Caldwell, Kiogt 
Ohilea, and Trotter, all of the Keolncliy volnnteera, miin* 
ifeated great zeal and activitj. Of ^yeioot Shelby's 
staff, hia adjutant-general, colonel McDowell, and his 
quuter-m aster geneial, cdonel Walker, rendered sreat 
aervice, as did hia aida-de-caoip, general Adair and ma* 
jora Barry and Crittenden. The military skill of ths 
liaraer was of great service to as, and the activity of the 
two latter gentiemen oonld nol be sarpaased. Illness 
depriTed me of the talents of my adjutant-general, colo- 
nel Gaines, who was left at Sandwich. Hia duties were, 
however, ably performed by the acting aeeislant adjn* 
tant-general, captain Butler. MyaidB-de.can^, lieutenant 
O'Fallon and captain Todd, of uie line, and my vohmteel 
aids, John Spe«l Smith and John Ohambera, Esq. have 
rendered me the moat important service from the opening 
of the campaign. 1 have already stated that general 
Cass and .commodore Perry asBisted me in formine (h« 
troops for action. The tomier is an officer of the nigh- 
est merit, and the appearance of the brave comniodani 
cheered and animated ever; breast. 

" It would be nseless, sir, after stating the circnnn- 
stances of the action, to pais encomiums upon eoloQel 
JAbnson and his regiment. Teteians could not havA 
manifested more firmness. The colonel's numerous 
woands prove that he was in the post of danger. Lien* 
tenant-colonel James Johnson and the majora^ayne and 
Thomson were eandly active, thpueh more fbrlunaie. 
Hajoi Wood, of ine sngineers, already distinguished hj 
his condoct at Fort Meiga, attended the army wiih two 
six pounders. Having no use for them in th^ action, he 
joined in the pursuit of the enemy, and with major Payn« 
of the mounted regiment, two of my aids-de-camp, Todd 
and Chambers,* and three privates, continued it for save- 

* Cajitiin Langhun, ind lienlaniiit* Scrog^ ind Belt, in- 
adveTtmdy omhMd in this httsr, wen noticed in a nhsefnoit 
faneral ag«a,a> being in the pursuit" 



rtl mllet aftoT th» mt of tbe tnopt hid halted, ahd mt^ 
taaaj privonen. 

'* I left tbe armT before an official return of Iha prbon- 
tn, or that of the Killed end Wcinaded, was made out. It 
was howeTet aKertained that the fonneT amounts to aix 

bni IbBB iL ___ _ . , _._ 

of whicb have since died. Of the Britiah troopa twelTa 
were killed and tweolj-two woanded. The Indians saf- 
ferod most — thirty-three of them having been found npon 
the ground, beiidee Cbose billed on the retreat. On tha 
da; of the actian, aix pieces of brass artillery were taken, 
and two iron twentj-four poundeta the day before. Ser- 
eral olhen weiy diacoTared in tbe liver, and cao be easilr 
. jHuCDied. Of the braes pieeea tbree are the trophies of 

I oar Tevolutiooaij war, that were taken at Saratoga and 
York, and aarrendered by geneiat Hull. The number 
of small aims taken by na and destroyed by tbe enemy 
must amount to upwards of five tfaouaaDd ; moat of Uiem 
had bsea ours, and taken by tbe enemy at the snrrondeT 
(^Detroit, at the river Saiain, and colonel Dudley's de- 
feat. I believe that the enemy' retain no other mililaty 
trophy of their vicloriea than the standard of the 4th reg- 
iment. Iliey were not magnanimous enough to bring 
that of the 4Iat regiment into the field, or it would kave 
been taken. 

" YoD have been informed, ail, of the conduct of the 
troops under my command in action ; it givee me gteat 
])leBaaie to inform yoo, tiiat they merit also the approbe' 
tion of their country for their eonduet, in submitting to 
the ^ateet privaiiona with the utmost eheeifnlneai. 
The infantry were entirely without tents, and for sever^ 
days the whole army aabsiatad on freah beef without 
btead or salt. I have the honor to be, tie. 

"WILLIAM H. HARBISON. 

" P. S. General Proctor escaped by the fleetoeaa of hia 
boraes, eaoorled by forty dragoons and a unmbei of 
mounted Indians. 

" Qmtral Jami* JrmOnmg, SKr^vy of War." 



Ooleml Wood, whow inil|taiT sya diBonTBred that 
poBitioD of the enemy which induaed eenersl HsniBoa 
10 <^eage the mode of attack, introduced Jolo hisjoanitl 
the fojlowin? criticiem uf on the eventa of the da; : 

" It is raailj a uovel thug that raw militia, atuck npOB 
horeea, with muskets in their band a inalead of eabreat 
should be abta to pierce Bittish lines with sach com- 
plete eifect, aa did Johnaoa'a men in the alTair upon the 
Thamea ; and perhaps the only circnmatance which could 
justifj diatdeTiation from the long established rulea of 
the art mililaTy, ia the complete aacqeas of the reanlt. 
Great ^enenila are aDihorized to step aside oceaeioaBllT 



— «epeetallj wh«i thaj know that their erron will not 
1m noticed by thaii adTeraaTT." 

Commodore Perry, in a letter to general Haniaon of 
leth Augaai, len, says: 

" The prompt chan^ made by yon in the order of bat- 
tle on discovering the poaitioQ aTtbeeDemjr, has alwayl 
appeared to me to have evinCGd a aioB DieBti or mu- 
TAKT TALEXT. I coHCDr With the Venerable Shelby inhia 
general approbation of your conduct in that campaign." 

Mr. Madison, in hia annual measage lo congress, thna 
notices, with tare discrlminatiou and justice, the promi- 
nent actora in this acene : 

" The success on lake Brie having' opened a passam 
to the territory of the enemy, the officer commanding the 
noTth'Western army tranaferred the war thither, and rap- 
idly pnrsning the hostile troops, fleeing with their sar- 
age associates, foTced a general action, which quickly 
terminated in ^e capture of the British, and diapersion 
of the savage force — This result ia signally honorabia 
to major-general Harrison, b; whose military taleota Jl 
was prepared ; to colonel Johnson and his monnted volno- 
laera, whose impetaons nntet gave a deciaive blow to the 
tanks of the enersy ; and to the spirit of the Tolunteer mi- 
litia, equally brave and patriotic, who bore an mtcresliagr 
part in the scene ; moie especially to the chief magistrate 
of Kentucky, at the head of them, whose heroism, signal- 
iaed in the war which establiahed the independrnce of 
Ilia eountn-, soaght, at en advanced age, a share in hard- 
ihips and battlos, &[ nuuntoining its lights and its la&ty,** 
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Mr. Cberea alladei to this erent ki & speech ia con- 
pew, in the following temiB : 

** 'Fhe Tictorf of HarriBon was aoch ae would biiTe lea 
onred to a Roman genera) in tbe beat days ofthe Repub> 
lie, the honors of a trinmph I Ha pet an end to the war 
in the uppeTmost Canada." 

And the paliiotic Simon Snjder, govenior of Pennsyl- 
rania, iatroducea the subject to tbelegislataN in these 



en, rescned from (he tieiAp'mg knife nt, 
Ae mlhlese Bavage of the wilderaees, and from the stUl 
more sBvage Proctor, rest oa Henisoo and his gallant 

llie captare of the Sritish, and dispersion of the In- 
dian force oQ the TbsmeB, enabled general Harrison to 
pioeeed to the Niagara frontier with the brigade of McAr- 
tbnr, the rifle regiment niidet colooel Wells, and the battal- 
ion nnder colonel Ball. On this, as OD aformer occasion, 
heanlioipsted the wishes of the government; foralthoag^ 
be had received no instructions since the preceding JulT, . 
his own jad^ent led him to transfer ^ia dlsposabl* 
force to the Niagara strait, a^er he had sccomplishel 
the objects of the campaign. The want of the neeessaij 
piorisions, and the season being too far advanced to en- 
eoanter the apper lakes, had previonalj determined thft 
general and commodore Perry, to abandon tim expedition 
against Macioaw. General Cass was stationed at De- 
troit with his brigade, and the civil goverMnealof Miclv 
i^n and the mititarjr occupation of the appermost CatM 
ua, committed to his charge. 

General Harrison sailed in Peny'a fleet and reached 
Brie on the SSnd, and Buffalo on the 24th of October, 
and proceeded itamediatelj to Newaj k. when he assn- 
med the command of the troops n thai place, and Forts 
Geowe and Niagara, theu under the command of geaeral 
McCTure, of the New York militia. He received at t^ 
point from general Armstrong, aecratary of war, a co^ 
of the dispatch ofthe 93ud of September, which had been 
lost vith captain Blown, in the attempt to pass op ta 
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Detroit, in October, "niii Istter RUggested ths proprietr 
of general Harrison proceeding to the Niagara alrait, •& 
ter be had secured Maiden and the ttrmy ander ProctM* 
Another letter receJTed about this time trom tlis aecretaiT 
of war, under dale of the 30th or October, adds ibe ao- 
thoritj of general Armstrong's mtlitar; opinion, so iar aa 
it was entitled to weigiit, to the propriety of general 
HanisoD having convened a council of war at Sandwtcbt 
to detenaine upon the route by which Ptoctor ehonld be 
pnrsaed. We introdnee an extract of the letter to show 
tiiat ArmetioDg leconKneaded the very lootc which wa* 
not taken : ' 

"StCKXTT'sHAiiBOK, OeteierSO, 1S13. ' 

"We are, perhaps, too lemote to profit by eaeh otb- 
«T'e euggeetiona ; bat it doea not appear to me that Sand- 
'wich ia the point at which Proctor will stop, if you. pur- 
sue him. From P oint aux Pin e, on lake Erie, there ia a 
good road to Chatham, on ttie'Thsmes, the distance not 
mare than Iwenty-fonr milea. Were this gained and 
traveled back to Sandwich, the enemy's means of sab- 
sietence might be destroyed, end himself compelled to 
surrender — Eat of the practicability of this, you are 6» 
beat Judge. Hy opinion is snrgested by the map." 

"niB secretary of war, in a Alter of the 30th of Oeto- 
faer, recommended to general HaTrison to move against 
the enemy, at Bnrfi nglon Beieht a, near the head of take 
Ontario, the captiftB^or deS&uction of which, Ite saya, 
would be a glorious finaie to his campaign. But whilat 
tiiB most active preparations were making to effect this 
object, another letter from the secretary, on the Srd of 
November, four days later, required general HBrrison to 
■end McArthnr's brigade to Sackett'e Harbor, concluding^ 
with the declaration (hat the '> general would be permit* 
ted to make a visit to his family, which be understood aa 
an order to retire to his own district."* His letters of 
the 16lh of November, 1813, to general M'Clnre, show 
the senae in which general Harrison regarded thla letter, 
which " lefi bim no alternative as to the dispoaitioo of 
MeATtbnT*8 brigade," and which be considered aa " ot^ 
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darisf UmtDntaralatbewMtward." OeDflralaHuil' 
MB Bod HoClnra were activetj engaged in prepantiona 
anidst the flnaniT io coDformitj to ArmntiDDg'B BUgge»- 
boa on the 30th ofOoiober, whnn these aTrangements ner« 
uresied by the requiBiuon costained in tha letter of the 
3rd or November, and the Brrival of commodore Cfaaua- 
oe;, with hia aquadron, on Ihe 14lh of NoTember. ' . Tha 
canmiadare " was extremely presaiB^ that the tioops 
■hoald immediately embark, dectating that the narjga- 
lion at thai aeaaon, to small vesaels, waa very danger- 
ouB,"* The geaera.1 accompanied the tioopa to Sackett's 
Harbor, aad retomed to bis district by the way of New- 
York, PbUadelphia, aod Washington. In the two for- 
nei oitiea, be received thoae evideacee of public ffiMi:- 
tnde whieh belong onlj to public bacefactoia. Early iu 
Janoary ha Taanroed, at Ciaoinnati, the command of the 
8th railitary diatriot. 

The coune of public opinion daring the winter, indica- 
tad very decidedly that general Hamson ought to be in- 
veated with the chief command in the next camp^fm. 
Commodore Perry, who bad witnessed tbeeiertioDB,Uie 
ehiU and bravery of general Harrison, addressed to hiiu 
about this period, a letter, in which he says, >' You know 
what has been my opmion as to the future comcuander- 
In-chief of the army. 1 pridemjself not alittle, I assars 
700, on seeing mj predictions ao near being vpiAed j yea, 
my dear friend, I expect to bail you aa the chief who is to 
ledeero the honor of our arms in the north." The veterai 
general McArthur, another eye-witness to the career (f 

gineral Harrison, wrote to hioi early in 1814, from Al- 
iTiJ, New York, from which the following ia an extract: 
" You, air, atand the highest with the militia of tliia Btale 
of any general in the service, atid I am confident, that no 
man can fight them to ao great an advantage ; and 1 think 
their extreme solicitude may be the means of calliBff ycv 
to thia frontier." But from causea, which It is difficult 
at ihi» time to explain, general Armstroag'a feelinga ttnd 
t^iniona in relation to general Harrison, had undergono 
* mateiial ehanga. HiB letter of the 14lh May, 1814, 
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«M]ostii2 the plm of ihs campalffn, u nbmtflad to tbo 
preaident od the 90th of April, fullj antboriMS the inf«F> 



|iai^> AH of the troops in the 8th mitit^ district, ex- 



Sneral McArthni was daignattd fbr the command of 
>Bs eorpa, ineladiiw the I7tb, 19th, 24tfa, sad S8th reg- 
iineHts of regsluB. This arrangement of all the H^OMh 
Me font in lAe norU-mtt, while it lefl general HarriuHi 
to Temsin in the 8th militarj district, was made aftei the 
receipt at the war office of his letter of the 13th of Feb- 
narj, 1814, in which be expteBie* hia views and feel* 
ing* arising from the iDteifeiPnce of thesacrat^in with- 
drawing geoenl Howard from hiH command, "niat letter 
eondades with the following declaration : "Apart from 
the eonsideiations of in; duty to di; eoantry, I have ne 
indaeement to remain in thearra]r,aDdif dieprerogatiTea 
of ra; rank and atation aa the commaDder of a district, be 
taken from me, being full; conviBced that I can reodei 
no iinpnrtant aervice, I should mneh rather be permitted 
to Tetire to private life."* 

This was the condition of thirty when Ibe seeretarf 
persevered In Interfering with his prerogatiTea, as tba 
commander of tiie diatriet, by dispatchiog to mi^oT 
Holmes, a subordinate officer at Detroit, an ^er to take 
thteebundred men from that post, and proceed on board 
commodore Sinclair'a fleet, destined to Hacioaw, This 
proceeding on the part of the eecretarf, waa a groai in- 
TsaioD of military propriety; and whalever may have 
been the design, it aalhorised eenersl HarrJaon to aap- 

Joae it waa not the intention of the secretary to reipeet 
is tank as commander of the district. The order not 
only passed by the gener^.bnt was derogalory to.tha 
raiA of colonel Croghsn, the immediate eommindcr 
of the post. That g^lant ynnng- offiaer spoke of this 
course without reserve ; and in a letter (o geDeral Haiv 
lison, made the following apprnpriate ramants : "Major 
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HohoM ha« bWD Dotilied by the war dMiutmeD^ tiurt ]w 
' ' ' ■ ' ' pa which are int ' ' 



ia eboBen to commaad the land troops which are intended 
to co-openle with the fleet againat the enemj'B force on 
the DDper lakei. So soon as I may be directed bj jm 
to order majoi Holmes on that command, and to fumisk 
liim with the neeessary traopa, I shall do so; bat not 
till then shall be, or anj other part of m; force, leave 
the sod." * In another letter to general HariisoD, fas r^ 
■narks: "I know not bow to eccoani for the aecretarj 
of war's assuming to himself the right of designating 
najot Holmes for Uiis cnmmand to Macioaw. M; ideas 
on the subject fliay not be correct ; yet for the sake of 
the principle, were I a general commanding a distriot, I 
wonld be verj far from suffering the secretary of war, ot 
any other aalhority to interfere with my internal police." f 
This order to major Holmes would aatborize the infer- 
«noe that the secretary may have had other correspoDp 
4enc« with him or other inferiM officers of the district 
It was evidently a course of eoodact iodioatiog a Tery 
different state of feeling towards the only SDOcessfiii 
eeneral of the previous campaigns, from that implied by 
the nnlimited poweis confided to him in 1S13-'13. Of 
itiB impolicy and great indelicacy, of a secretary at war 
interfering in the iUerDgl arrangemeiita (^ the disbict 
confided (o a commanding general, abundant ertdence ia 
afforded in the Hnmilitary order given to colonel Johnson 
in June, 1813, to march to St. Louis. Colonel Jobnaoa 
and his regiment were anxious to participate in the con- 
lemplaled movements into Canada, and were exceedingly 
DorliSed with this order, interfering aa well with their 
wishes as with the internal polioe of the commanding 
-general. It was on this trying occasion that colon^ 
Johnson, on the 4th of July, appealed to general Harri* 
Mn, to coMnternand the order; but the gcaetal regarded 
it as BO imperative that be would not disobey it. In the 
colonel's letter, be expreaned the wish, to " serve under 
a general who was brave, t/cilful, and prudaiti" bat geDi- 
nal Harrison would only so far modify the order, as to 
permit colonel Johnstn and his regiment to take Kenr 
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tacky in tha tonte to St. I<onie, in the hope that the 
korse* ' might be recinited, and additional Tolunteen 
obtained. In tb« historj of the lata war in the west, it 



b; aietter from the war department, in which t) 
laij expleseed his regnt lAal the arderfor Au march had 
•rer reached general HarrisOD, and that the latter, inou^- 
er>f the impropruCu ^ 0^ ordtr, had not on that granud, 
delByed its execution." * 

Immediately ddoq the receipt by general Harrison, of 
the notificaiioD oi the order to major HolmeB, he teat to 
the war departnaeot a rreignation of hie comDilHsJon in 
the army ; accompanied by a letter of the same date, 
to the president of the United States. The felicity of 
style, and Dobienesa of seDtiment which charaei^n 
that letter, warrant ita iiitroductioa into these sketches: 

'*He*D QdABTERB, ClNClKKATI, Mil/ tl, 1814. 

Dear Sih : — I have this day forwarded to the aeoretary 
of war, my leaignadoD of the commisaion I bold in IM 
wmy. 

" This measure has not been determined on, without a 
reference to all the reaaons which should influence a cit- 
izen, who is sincerely attached to the honor and intereats 
of hie country ; who believes that the war in which we 
are engaged is just and neoesBary ; and that the crisis 
. requires the sacrifice of CTery private con aid era tic n> 
which could atand in opposition to the public good. 
But after girine the aubjecl the moat mature considera- 
tion, I am perfectly convinced, that my retiring from the 
army ie aa compatible with the claims of palriotism, aa 
it ia with those of my fhmily, and a proper regard foi 
my own feelings and honor. 

"I have no other motives in writing this letter, than 
to assure yon, that my resignation was not produced by 
any diminution of the interest 1 have always taken in 
the saccess of year admiuialratioo, or of respect and 
attachment for your person. The former eaa only tak* 
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ngard ihoM feeliDgs, which mnst actnate every hoawt 
mu), nho is ooiiBcioQ* of &Ton that it Ja out of his 
power to tepaj. Allow me, &e. 

" HARBISON. 
" Jamt* Maditon, Eiq. 'Fre*iieat V. 8. ." 

Aa soon 8B Koveinof Shelby DDderatood that mneitl 
HarrisoD bad lorwarded his TeaignaticD, be addrMsad 
Oi letter to the presideat, DTging him to decline an an- 
ceptance. Tbe presideDt was on a viait ta Virginia, 
to which place the letters frnm geoeral HaTriaoQ uid 
gorernoi Shelb; were forwarded, and that of the lat- 
ter was not reoeived, until after Jrtntfron^, toi'^Aoul tk 
fTceiiAa eofuenJ oj the pratdent, had taken upon blni- 
eelf the high pretogalive of accepting the issignation. 
The preaideDt expreseed hie great regret that the lettor 
of governoT Shelby bad not been received at an earlier 
date, as in that case the valuable services of ^neral 
Harrison would have been pieserred to the natioQ in tb« 
«nauing campaigns. 

As that letter was written by a reteian aoldier who 
had setred ander general Harrison, and also under Gite«i 
Greene, and Marion, of the reTolutionarj war, by whiefa 
he was enabled to jadge of their comparative merits, we 
insert it, that the present generation may form some ides 
of the loss BDHtained by the nation, in the resignalion 
of general Harrison, produced by the coorse of geoeitl 
Armstrong in the war office. 

" Fbahkwrt, Miy 15, 1814. 

Dear Sia: — The interest 1 feel for tbe prosperity ol 
ont beloved coantry, at all times, but eBpecially in the 
common eaoae In which slin is at present engaged, will, 
I flaitei mjaelf, ba a sufficient apology for addressing, 
you this letter. The moIJvfa which impel me, arise ftom 
considerations of public good, and are unknowu to lbs 
gentleman who is the subject of tbe letter. 

"It is not my iotentios to eologise general HaniMBI 
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to h not in need of iba^ aid, his nieiita an too coospiea- 
«aa not to be obmrred ; but it is my inteniion to expreaa 
to yoQ with candor, my opinion of the geoeial, founded 
on perHonal obserratioa, 

*'A rtiitior baa leanbed this atate, which, from the pat}lie 
prints, appears to be belicTed, thai the comniandin^ geo- 
eral of llie norlhera anaj, may bs reraored froia that 
command. This circumalance has indnced me to reflect 
on the aubjecc, and to give a decided preference to major 
general Harrison, as a successor. Having acTTed a cam- 
paign with geoeral Harrisoo, by which I have been ei^ 
abled to form some opinion of his military talents, and t 
capacity to commEind, I feel no heaitatioo to declare to I 
yon,that'I believe him to be one of tbe first military J 
cUaracters I ever knew ; and, in addition to this, he i* ' 
capable of making ^eater personal exertions than any 
officer with whom I have ever served. I doabt nol but 
it will hereafter be found, that the command of the north* 
western army, and the various duties attached to it, ha« 
been one of the moat arduous and difficult tasks, ever 
assigned to any officer ia the United Slal^ ; yet he •o> 
monnled a)l> 

"Impressed with the cooviction, that generat Harri- 
son is fully adequate to the command of tbe northern ar- 
my, shoDld a ebenge take place in that division, I hava 
ventured Ihaa freely to stale my opiaioik of him, that he is 
a consumnate geaeral, and would fill that statiMi with 
ability and honor; and, that If, on the other hand, any 
arrangement should take place in the war departmeatf 
which may produce the reBigitation of general Harrison, 
it will be a ralafortune which our country will have oauso 
to lament. His -appointment to the command of tha 
northern vmj, would be highly gratifying to the wisbas 
of the western people, except some who may, perbapa, 
bs governed by sinister views. 

" I confess the first impressions upon my mind, when 
informed of the defeat of colonel Dudley's reglrnent, on 
the 5tfa of Hay last, were nufavorahle to general Hani- 
■on's plans ; but on correct information, and a knowledm 
of his whole plana, I have no donbt but they were well 
MfflMrled, Rod mieht, with eertaiu^, have beea euented 



had hia orden beeo etrictly obeyed. I mentioo tlua sub- 
ject because Mr. H. Clay informed me that he h^ 
■bevn yeu my letter, stating the impressioas which tiiat 
•ffait had first made upon mj mind, on information that 
wu not correct. 

*' Hoping that my optaion of tbis meritorious officer will 
not be unacceptable to you, I have candidly expressed 
it, and hoping the apology stated in (he preceding part 
of this letter, will justify the liberty taken of inliadiiif 
opinions unsolicited. 

" 1 hare the lioaor to be, most respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

"ISAAC SHELBY. . 
<■ JSi Exeeileatj/, Jatiut Midiion, Prttiieat V. 8." 



CHAPTER X. 

Comiiuadoiier (a treat with the Indians. — Elected to Cengnss 
in 1816.— luTeetigMion of hi> conduct in that bodj.—Efiort 
in Ibtot of the pengion lawi. — Speech in regard to Koaci- 
nAo^-Speedi on General JaekBon's conduct in the Seminirie 
war.— FaruB the indepraidence of the Bouth Ameiican Re- 
publics. — A gold medal, and (he thanks of Congress amrd- 
ad hiuL — Elected to the Legi^tute of Ohio. — Unfounded 
chmfs of having loted to sell white men imprisoned tor 
debt^— Elected to the Senate <^ the Oniled Statea.—Refutea 
Bandidph'i charge of federalism. — Mihister to Cokmbia. — 

I Iietter to Bdivar. — Recalled t^ Qeneral Jackson. 

Hatiho, f^om the causes stated in the previous cbap- 
ler, resigned his commiBsion in the army, general Harri- 
■on returaed to his lann at No.rth Bend, fifteen milee 
below Cincinnati. During the au miner ok 1814, govern- 
ntent appointed general Hariison, governor Shelby, and 
general Cass, to treat with the Indian tribes in the oorth- 
west. Governor Shelby declining on account of bis offi- 
cial station, general Adair was selected to fill his pJaos. 
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A treat; was eliottiy aftarwarda conelnded by Aem, 

with the Indiana, al Greenville. After the peace U 
16IS, general Harriaon was placed at tlie bead oi inolhet 
commiaeion, to treat with the Indians in regard to the 
restoration of th^ territory poBsessed bj them before the 
war. The council nai held in Detroit, and a bea^ 
made, which embraced nine imperCant tribea. 

In 1B16, general Hanison waa elected to congreaa, 
from the district in which he redded, having received 
more than a tboneand votea over the aggregate namber 






ing aboQt thia time made some charges againet gsnersi 
Harriaon'a condnct, while in command in the weal, he 
promptlf inTited an inveeti gallon. The committee in 
the houae of repreaentativea, bj their chairman, R. M. 
JobneoQ, now vice-preaidenl of the United Stales, say ia 
their report on' this charge, made S3rd of Jannary, 1817 : 
"The committee are unanimoualy of opinion, that geo- 
eral Harrtaon stands above suapicinn, aa to bis having 
liad aoy pecuniary or improper connection with the o^ 
cets of the commissariat, for the supply of the army; 
that he did not wantoolj or improperly interfere with th* 
rights of contractors ; and that he was in his measnrea 
governed by a proper seal aod devotion to the ptiblio io- 
tereat." when tte report was read, Mr. Hulbert, of 
Maesachneetts, a member of the committee, made soae 
explanations, and Concluded with the following remark: 
"The most aerEoos accoaaiion against the general was, 
that while he was commander-in-chief in the west, re- 
gardless of his conntry'a good, he was in the habit of 
managing tbe public concerns with a view to hia own 
private interest and emolument. Mr. Hulbert said he 
eonld not reTrain from prononnring this a false and crnel 
accnsatlon. He was confident that directly tbe reverse 
was true. There waa the most aaCiafaclory evidence, 
Aat the general, in the eierciae of hia official deties, 
in his devotion to tbe public interest, had neglected hie 
private concerns to bis material detriment and injury. 
In a word, aaid Mr. Hulbert, I feel myself authorised to 
say, that every mpmber of the committee is folly aatis- 
fed, that tite cmduct of general Hairiton in relation to 



the Mbjict mzttet of this inqair;, hu been that of « 
biave, Eioaest, snd honorable man ; that, instead of de> 

•erring cenBUie, be nteiits the thanks andapplauBe of 

Soon after seDeral Hamsoa took hia Beat ia eongteet, 
he WBH placed at the bead of the committee on the mili- 
tia. Earl^ in the aeuioii, be moTed the tbllowing reso- 
lution, which was agreed to : 

" BcMolntd, That the militar; comiuittee be ioetracted 
to report a bill providing bj law for the letief of aach 
pf the officers and soldiers who, having faithfully serred 
in the armies of the Uoited Slates, are Dow in dietreased 
oiTCum»tancGe, and who, not baving Tecoived wounds oi 
disabiUlieH whilst in actual seivioe, ate ezclnded iioia 
the beeeSte of the penBion taws." 

This reBolutian led the way for that measure " whii^ 
eoeiiclea lbs fame of Uiia lepublie with a glory the an- 
cient republics coold not boast of, by eikhibitio^ to Iha 
world the most beautiful esainple on lecoid, of a lu- 



During this eeaslon, there was a bill before the tionse 
to increase the compensation of members of congreas, 
from fix to tiine dollarH per day ; ajid on motion to stnka 
j>ut " nine" and iusert "six "dollars as the daily paTi 
general Harrison said, that "in explaining what would 
«therwlae appear an inconalttency in the vote he was 
about to give, be Waa aware that in order to preaerre in 
consresB talents of a proper grade, and to en^le men of 
moderate property to come to that body without lose, a 
higher compensaliao was necessary than had heretofora 
been allowed to membete of congress. But, said fae, 
holding as we do, the key of the treasury, we onghl not 
to do oorselTes even justice, before we do-it toothers 
vhoie claifot an tlronga; and of longer itanding. Wbeb- 



WAR or THI RKT0I.DTiO)I, ASD HOT TIM. THEK, I BSAU. K 
PBEPABED TO DO JDBTIOX TO ODBSELTCS." 

Shortly afterwards, general Harrison offered a resolu- 
tion for a «ommittes to report "what measures it may be 
proper to adopt to manliest the public respect for the 
■Mmray of geaeial Thaddeiu Kouiusko, Ibrmeily an offi- 
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oer in the seirioe of tbe United States, and Gte nnlfbm 
and dUting^Qished Mend of liberty and the rightt of 
man." On the presentation of this reaolntion, he mide 
a most ton ching and eloquent appeal to tbe honse, whioh 
oondnded in these woidB : 

" Such VBB the man, sir, for whose memory 1 asb ftofli 
an American congress a slight tribute of respect. Not, 
sir, to perpetuaie his fame, but our gradtade. His fame 
irill laBt as lotig bb liberly remains npoD the earth ; aa 
hang- as a votary offera incEnse npon her altar, the name 
of Eosciuako nill be inToked. And if, by the common 
consent of the world, a temple shall be erected to those 
who hare rendered most aerrice to mankind — if the statue 
cf oar great countryman shall occupy the place of ibe 
' mosl worihy,' that of Koeciuako will be found at his 
side, and ifae wreath of laurel will be entwined with the 
palm of Tirtue, to adorn his brow." 

Tbe career of general Harrison, in conereas, pioTed 
that he waa eminently qualified for tbe duties of a legiw- 
jator. He exhibited, while a member of that body, an 
intimate familiarity with ibe civil and military afiairs of 
the coontry, and the possession of a vigorous and eolti* 
THled mind. As a debater, he waa ready, fluent, and fot^ 
Uble — always courteous and dignified, eminently happy 
io illustrating his arguments by the history of oiher n&> 
tiona, both ancient and modem, with tbe philosophy of 
which, his mind is deeply and accurately imbued. Hil 
speeches on the organization of the miliiia of the United 
States, the pension bill, the Seminole war, tbe recognt- 
lion of the mdependeaee of the South American repub- 
lics, may all be cited as masterly productions, teeming 
viih deep pathos, pure patriotism, and eloqneni argu- 
ment. 

" While general Harrison was in the honae of repT»* 
•enlatives, the important debate aroee, on tbe resolution 
to eensure general Jsckson for his conduct in the Semi- 
vole war; and he delivered on this subject a most elabo- 
rate and eloquent apeech. It was one of the finest elforta 
elicited by that interesling occasion ; bat is chiefly adml* 
lable for its impaiital and patriotie spirit While h» 
diupproved thecousaofgenenl JMkMii,aDder ~*' 



«d on bii condnct with the pnolj independence of a fiaa* 
nan, be defended such of the acts of that diBtinguiahad 
olliien as he thought rig^t, and did juiUce to his mo- 
tives. Hia soncludiaf remarks were as followa ; 

" If the higheft »erTLcea coold clainn indemnitj for 
crime, then might ihe conqueTOi of Platna have been euf- 
feied to conlinne hia aaurpBtiODS ontil he had erected ft 
throne upon ^e rains of Greciaa liberlj. Sir, it will not 
be Dnderatood ihst I mean to compare general Jackson 
with these men. No; i believe that the principles of 
the patriot are as firmly fixed in hia bosom aa those of 
the soldier. But a republican g'overnmenl Bhonld make 
B between men. and should n ' 



maxiare of seoority for any individual, however distin- 
guished. No man ehotild he allowed to saj that h« 
oonld do that with impunity which another could not do. 
If the father of his country were alive, and in [he admin- 
iatrstion of the government, and had authorized the ta' 
Hug of (he Suaniah posts, 1 would declare my disappro- 
bation as readily as I do now. Nay, more — because the 
kmore distinniished the inditidual, the more salutary the 
Uexample. No one can tell how soon such an example 
iWay be ben^cial. General Jackson will be faithful to 
his country ; but I recollect that the virtnea and patriot- 
iam of FabiuB and Scipio, were soon followed by the 
crimes of Marias and the asurpatioa of Sylla. I am 
sure, sir, that it is not the intenlioD of an; gentleman 
upon this floor to rob general JackBon of a eingle ray of 
gloi^ j much less to wound his ferlinga, or inioie his rep- 
utation. And whilst I thank mj friend from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Poindexter,) in the name of IhoBe who agree with 
me, that general Jackson baa done wrong, 1 must be per< 
mitted to decline the use of the address which he has so 
obligingly prepared for as, and subslitnte the following, 
as more consonant to oar views and opinions. If the res- 
olutions pass, I would address him thus : * In the per- 
formance of a aacred duty ioiposed by their conatmctioa 
of the constitution, Ihe representatives of the people have 
fonnd it necessary to disapprove a single act of your bril- 
lientoareer ; they have done it in the full conviction that 
tha baro who haa guarded her rights in the field, will 
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bow 71111 rererenes to ihe cItiI matiiotioiis of his eonn- 
tty — that he has admitted as his creed, that the charBctar V 
of the soldier can never be complete wilhonl eternal ref- 
erence to the chancier of the citizeo. Your country has 
dooe for ;oa all that a countrj can do for the moBt faTor- 
ed of her Bona. The age of deification is past; it \na 
an B^ of tyranny and barbarism : the adoration of man 
Bhould ba addressed to bia Creator alone. Yon liara 
been feasted in the Piitanes of the citiea. Yoni statue 
shall be placed in the capitol, and jour name be fonnd 
in the eanga of the virgins. Go, gallant chief, and bear 
ifith yon Ihe giatitude of your caaatTy. Go, under the 
full conviction, that as her glory is identified with yours, 
she has nothing more dear lo hei but bet lawa, notfaing 
more sacred but her oonstilution. Even an oninlentionu 
error shall be sanctified to her aervice. It wilt teach 
pofiterity that the government which could disapprove 
the condnct of a SarcelluH, will have the fortiti^e to 
craah the vices of a Marius.' 

" These ■entiraenta. sir, lead to reanlla in which all 
must nnite. General Jackaon will atill live in the hearts 
of his fellow-citizens, and Ihe constitution of your conn- 
try will be immortal."* 

In 1816, a reaoltition was introduced into the senate of 
the United Stalea, voting gold medaia and the thanks of 
eongresB, to Harrison and Shelby. Owing tu the oppo- 
sition of the war party, in that body, and certain chargea 
preferred against general Harrison, his name was stricken 
out by two votes in eommiUee af&e tohoU. On the ques- 
tion to COD en I in the amendment to strike out Harrison's 
same, it waa lost hy one vote. Here the proceedings of 
this sessioD closed, general Harrison's name being re- 
tained, and the resolution laid over. On the 24th of 
March, 16IH, Mr. Dickerson, formerly governor of New 
Jersey, and late secretary of the navy under an appoint- 
ment from president Jackson, renewQd the subject by 
offering anew, the same resolution, wbieh he susldned 
by a strong eulogium on (he military services of general 
Harrison ; and, on the SOth, it passed the senate by a 

• HaU's Hemcar. 
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MwntnofM Tote. On the Slat, the honM eonenned ia 
the rsBolution with only one diaaenting vmoe, and ob tfaa 
filh of April it rec«iTed the approval <a the prttsidsnt. Il 
ia in tbeaa words : 

Retolved, by the senatn and boiiBB of lepreteDtatiTM* 
of lbs United States of Aoieriea in congresn aseembled, 
that the thaoka of congreas be, and thej an bereb; pr»- 
•eottd to roajor genera] William Heary Hariiion, asd 
laaac Slielby, late ^orernor of KetitucW, and, Ihraugit 
Ihem, to the olBceTS and (Den under their comioaDd, for 
their pllanlry tuid good conduct in defeating the con^ 
bin«d BritiBh and ladiao forcea ondsr inajoT general 
Proctor, on the Thames, in Upper Canada, on the 64t 
day of OctiAer, one thonsand eig^t hnndred and thirteen, 
eapluring the Briiiih army, with ibaic bBfigage, camp 
•nuipage, and arlillerj ; and that the preacdent of iIm 
United Stales be requeated to cauH two medals to b* 
atniok, emblematieaJ of thia triumph, and presented to 
geoerd Harrisoa and Isaac iihelby, late gOTeinor of 
Kenlncky. H. CLAY, 

Speaker eftie Borne ^ Seoreitnlaiiva, 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
Ftaidetit of the Senate, pro leaijport. ■ 

April 4, leiS—- Approred, 

JAMES MONROE. 

When goTemor Shelby heard of the effort in the sen- 
ate to strike out general Harrison's Dame, he wrote to his 
old oommander, under date of May 16lh, 1B16, as to], 
■owe: "Don't lai the condnd of (he senate diatorb your 
mind. I hope their resolution has been laid over as lo 
both of us. The moment I heard of the coarse it wa» 
like to take, I wiota instaoUy to Mr. Clay, and eiprois- 
ed my regret that it had been introduced, and how mor> 
tiSad I Bhonld feel to be noticed, if you were not tiH' 
vlnded, who had rendered ten times more service to th« 
nation than 1 had." This letter is as creditable to th* 
generous disintereatedness of the goveinor, as it is to the 
public seriices of gsneral Harrison. 

In the snluinn of 1819, genera] Harrison was elected 
M (he legislature of Olttcu One of hia Totes, while ia 



. that bo^i IiBviB^ been fieatlv perrertod, far psr^ pu^ 
poses, We deem it proper, in thia place, to set the matter 
right. The charge is, Ibat wbile in the eenalfi of Ohio, 
he Tolad in favor efa hm to idl viAiU ptrmnu tatpruonerf 
tiruier a judgment for debt, for a term of ^ton, 1/ unaMe 



otAerwiae to diieAarge the execution. This charge ia UD- 
tine in eTsij part. The law had no reference whateTer 
to debtor* — no such prop oailion was eret before the leg- 
ialatuie of Ohio, cor eonld such a law be paaaed without 
a palpable violation of the conatitutioii. It hid respect , 
BOlelj to the mode o( iiafMing of pubUe offenderi, vhia 
hsd been found gnilt; bj a jury of citiiens, of crime* 
ag|3iDst the laws of the aiate. Bj the act then in force, 
ciimiaals of different ages, aex and color, were crowded' 



new law, in favor of which general Harrison vated, cob- 
tMoed a section, proTiding, that in cases where criminals 
were eentenced to confinement in jail, until pajment waa 
made of fine and costs of prosecation — tlijs being a part 
of Ibe aentence, — the eomnuBsioners of tha conntj were 
authorised to. compel Ihem to work upon the poblic 
Toeds ; or, in their discretion, to hire them ont to the b«at 
bidder, nntil their wages would diachaive the fines, for 
the nonpayment of which they veto kept in prison. 
This dispositicoi of young offenders, and especially of 



and ball upn _^ 

was prorided for in the law for which thia ■ .. 

substitute. Whatever may be thought of its policy, on« 
thing is absolaiely certain — the law for which general 
Barrieon voted, had no r^irmee topertoni {mprieaaed for 
dtil. Subeeqnentl^ to the time when this vote waf 

E'ven, the general, la an eiposition of it, remarked,."! 
ire laid eoongh to show that this oboozioas law would 
not have applied to ' unfortunate debtors of siitj-fonr 
ycara,' biat to in^onxwi offenders who depredate upon the 
property of their fellow-citiiens, and who, by the consti- 
tution of the state, as well as the principle of exisliag 
laws, were tnbjwt to ineoiantary aer*itn4e. I must mb- 



feM I had no YBTj luptisa nptclationa of a bsMfielal 

effect from the raeMur«, ai it wootd apply to convicts 
who had obtained the age of maturitj; ^ut I had Bap- 
JiOMd that a woman, or a youlh, who, convicted of an 
offenoe, remained in jail for the pajmeat of the fine and 
«OBta iropoud, miBbtwith ^reat advantage be traABferaed 
to the reMdeaOB of eome decsot, virluoua private family, 
vhoM preoapt and example would gently lead them back 
to the paths of rectitude.''. 

In tne autumo of 1822, ^ueral Harrison being a can- 
didate for coB|[re3e, published a short address to the 
Toteis of hie district. In which be sums Dp hit political 
principles. We subjoin a poitioB of it, bieathiag the 
pure sDirit of sound republicanism. 

"I neliere, thai npon the preservation of the union of 
the stetesdepcnde th^ezitteaceofoor civil and religiom 
liberties; and that the cement which hinds it together is 
not a parcel of words written upon paper or parchment, 
bat the brotherly love and regard which the citiaens ot 
the several states possess for each othor. Destroy tliie, 
and the beaalifut fabric which was reared and embeUisb- 
ed by our ancetiore crumbles into ruins. From its dis- 
JoiMed parts no temple of liberty will again be reared, 
JDiscord and were will succeed to peace and haimony — 
barbarism will again cvsispread the land; or, what is 
•cBicely better, sone kindly tyrant will promulgate the 
decrees of his will, from the seat where a Washington 
and a JeSerton dispensed the bleesings of a free and 

3ual government. I believe it, therefore, to be the duty 
a representative to conoiliaie, by every possible means, 
the members of onr great political family, and always to 
hear in mind that at t/ie unitm vhu effecied imty bjf a apir^ 
ff ntu/uol tanataon imd fortearante, to only can il be pif- 

In the year 1B34, the legislatsre of Ohio elected gene- 
' tal Harrison to the senate of the United States, in which 
' body, soon after taking his seat, ha succeeded general 
j Jsekaon as ohairman or the oommittee on military affairs- 
\ While a member of that body, atnong other measuTes, he 
«^ngty advocated a bill giving a preference, in the ap- 
pewtoiHt of cadeU >o the militaiy academy at Wist 
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Point, to the KWt ^Ooie tcAo hadfalkn in hatOt, in &dr 

■eounlTi/'t itTvice. 

While in iheeenale, John Randolph, of Vir^Dte, took 
occasion (0 lenew bq old cfaat^ against general Harri- 
BOO, of hia having been a blaek-cockade federatiat of '99, 
and of haviogToUd for the alien and sedition laws of that 
period. As soon as Mr. Randolph had taken his seat, 
general Harrison rose, and with remackahle coolness and 
teiDper, cousidering the riruleot and unprovoked charac- 
ter of the attack, he observed : " that Uie extraordinary 
manner io which his name had been brought before the 
senate, b^ the senator from Virginia, probably required 
Bone notice from hiio, though he scarcely kneir how to 
treat such a charge as had been adranced against him 
seriously. The gentleman had charged htm with beinff 
« black-cockade federalist of '9B, and with having Tot^ 
for the standing army and the alien and sedition laws. 
He had not so fertile a memory as Uie gentleman front . 
Virginia, oor caold he at command call up all the tran»- 
wjtions of nearly thirty years ago. He eould say, bi>w- 
ever, that at the ^me alluded to, he was Dot a parly man 
in the sense the senator from Virginia used-^he was s 
delegate of a territory which was just tfien rising into 
iiDportance, and having no rote on the general i]ue«tion9 
before congress, it was neither his duty nor the interest 
of those whom he represented, to plunge into the turba- 
lent sea of general politics which then agitated the na- 
tion. There were questions of great importance to the 
norlh-western territory then hefute congress, quesiions 
upon the proper settlement of which, the future prosper' 
ity of that now important portion of the Union greatly 
depended. Standing as he did, the sole representative of 
that territory, his greatest ambition was to prove himself 
laiihfiil to his trust, by cherishing its interests, and tio> 
thing could have been more suicidal or pernicious to 
those he represented, than for him to eiaspeiaie either 
party by becoming a violent partisan, without the powei 
of aiding either party, because be had do role on any p<^ 
litical question. This was his position, and although be 
bad bis political principles as Grmly fixed as those of tbs 
l^antteffian fiom Virgiiiia, it ww do busiiwsa of bis to 
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Mrike when he oodd not be felt, and wbere the bimr 
muBt recoil upon himself and those whom he repreecBt- 
ed. He wore do cockade, black or Iri-coloied, it that 
day— and neTsr wore one but when he wea in the mili- 
larj Mrvice of his country. Bat he was ieriousl j cha^ 
•d with the heinoQ* ofienoe of associBting with fedenl 
sentlenien. He plead ^illy — he respected the revola- 
Uoiurj aerrices of president Adama, and had paid bun 
that courtesj which was due to hira as a man end «a 
ohief magistrate. Hs aJao aiaociated with such men U 
John Marabatl and James A. Bayard — was the ackiiow- 
led^ent of anch guilt to throw him oat of the paJerf 
political aalvation ! 

" On the other hand, he wae on intimate lenn* with lib. 
JeSkraon, Mr. Gallatin, and with the whole Virginia del 
•gation, among whom he bad many kinsmen and dear 
ftiends. Tbey were bis pitncipel associates in Philadel- 
pbia, in whose meas he had often met tbe gentleman who 
was now bis accnaer, and with whom he had spent soag 
of the happiest hours of his life. It was tme, as the aent' 
tor alledged, he had been appointed goTernorof thenortb- 
western territory by John Adsme — so had be been b; i 
Thomas JefTerson and James Madison. He was not in 
congress when the standing army was created, and the 
•lien and s^iiioo lawa were passed, and if ha had been 
he could not have voted for them, and would not if he 
could. It was not in bis nature to be a violent or pro- 
■oripiive partizan, but be had eiven a firm suppoit to 
the republican edmintBlrationB of JeCTereon, Madison and 
Monroe. He hoped tbe Benalor from Virginia was an- j 
■wered — he waa sure the senate most be weaiied wiib I 
this frivoloua and UDproHlable squabble." ' 

Iln the latter part of the year 1629, president Adanu 
appointed general Harrison minister plenipnientiary t» 
the republic of Colombia. He reached Marycabo In 
December, and from thence proceeded to Bogota. Im- 
mediately after the inangiiralion of president Jackaon, ia 
1839, he recalled general Harrison, and appointed Mi. 
Thomas Moore, of X>!ntuchy, in his place- 
While in Colombia, tbe proposition wis entertaiaed 
by one of the poUiieal par^S) of pntling aside the coa- 



stHalion, and ralHlnr BollTsr to b dietatorahip, DariDg 
the BgitatioD of ihis t^oestion, general Hanison, la tha 
personal friend of BdIitst, and Dot in his official capa- 
city, addreaeed bim a letter on the sobject of IhiB changs 
of goTermnent. Tbii doeoment, which has been exteiH 
sively circulated and greatly admired in tlie United 
States, is written with great force and e]e|[aDce of dio 
Uoa, and braalhes the pnre apirit of republican liheiqr. 
'We have only room to cite the concluding paragraphs of 
tiiia masterly prodaction : 

*'In lelaiian to the effect whleh this inrestmettt of 
po'vrer ie to have upon your happiness and yoar fame, 
■will the pomp and glilter of a court, and the flattery of 
venal courtiers, reward yon for the (roubles and anxietiei 
attendant apon the exercise of aoiercignty, everywhere, 
and those which will flew from your peculiar s'' 



Or power, supported by the bayoaet, for that willing 
lioma^ which you were wont to receive from your feP 
low~cilizeQS t The groans of a dissatisfied and oppresa- 
ed people will penetrate the inmost recesses of your pal- 
8ce, and you will he tortared b^ the reflection, thai yon 
no longer possess that place in their affections, which 
VFtB once yonr pride and your boast, and which would 
liaTe been your solace under every reverse of fortana. 
tJDSupparled by the people, your authority can be main- 
tained only, by the terrors of the eword and the scaffold. 
And have (bese ever been sucoesaful under siinilai' ci^ 
onnistances 1 Blood may smother, for a period, but <niB 
nerer eitingalsh the fire of liberty, which you have con- 
tributed ao much to kindle in the bosom of every Co- 
lombian. 

*' I will not ar^, as an STgument, the personal danger* 
to which you will be exposed. But I will ask, if yon 
conld enjoy life, which would be preserved by the coo- 
Btant execution of so many human beings — your country- 
men, your former friends, and almost your worsl^ipersl 
The pangs of anch a situation will be made more acute, 
by reflecting on the hallowed motive of many of thoaa 
who would aim their daggers at your bosom. Thai, lilw 
the last of the Romans, tbey wouM etrikei not from h> 
tied to the man, but love to the ooontiy. 
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"Ftdm akDowI«d(pof yoDt own dUpositioD, and pre** 
ant tiielin'gi, jrour excpllenoj will not be willing to 
kolisTe, that you contd ever be brought to commit an act 
of (yrannjr, or even to execnie iasiice with unneceesaij 
rigor. Bat irnet me, air, that there is nothiog more oof- 
Tnpting, nothing more destmctive of the Doblest aud 
Snest feelings of our natnre, than the exercise of uolim- 
ilad power. Tbe man who, in the beginning of Buch s 
career, mistit Btitidder at the idea of taking away th» 
life of a irllow-being, might soon have bia coDBcienc» 
■0 ieared bj tbe TPfietiUon of crime, that the agoniei 
of hie mnrdered violiniB might become mnBic to bi« 
■ocl, and the drippings of hie scaffold afford "blood 
•nongh to snim in." HiBtory iB full of such exam- 
plea. 

" From thiB diBgoBting picture, permit me to call the at- 
tention of your Bicellencj to one of a different charactar. 
It eEhibiiSTOQ as the coDUiintiooal chief magiBtrate of 
■ free people. Giving to their repreaantativM the influ- 
ence of ^our great name and talenla, to reform the aboae* 
which, in a longreicn of lyrenn; and misrule, hsie fas- 
tened upon every branch of the adminiatration. Th* 
■nny, and its swarm of offioera, reduced within the liio- 
its of real nsefulnesa, placed on the frontiers, and no 
longer permitted to control pnbUe opinion, and be th« 
terror of the peaceful citizen. By the removal of this 
incubus from the treasury, and the establiahment of order, 
Teaponsihility, and economy, in tiie espenditurea of Ifa* 

government, it would soon be enabled to dispenae with 
le odious monopolies, and the duty of the Aleavala, 
which have operale d with bo malign an effect upon com- 
tnerce and agriculturei and, indeed, upon the rerenaes 
which they were intended to augment. No longer op- 
pressed by these ahacklea, induatry would everywhere le-, 
viva : the farmer and the artisan, cheered by the prospect 
of ample reward for their labor, would redouble their ex- 
ertione : foreisnera, with their capital and aktlliu the aite, 
would crowd hither, to enjoy the advantages which could 
scarcely elsewhere be found: end Colombia woold aeon: 
exhibit the reality of the beautiful fiction of Feneloit— 
Salentam rising from miter; ud oppienioo, to pro^w-. 
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" Whftt objectiona can be urged agBiDSt tbii eonrael 
Can any one, ucqusinted nith the circnfOBtiDceB of tlie 
coDDtry, doubt its aucoeaa, in reatoring and maiDtauiinff 
banqailliijl The peoiila would CBrtainly not tctoh 
agsinet themselves ; and none of the cbieis who ere sap- '^ 
posed to be faclioualy iDclined, would think of opposing 
Ibe stiength of the nation, when directed by jenr talentc 
and anthoriiy. But it is eaid, that the want of intelli- 
gence eroongat the people onGu them for the goveni- 
loent. la it not rigfat, however, that the experiment 
should be fairly triMt I have already said, that this 
haa not been done. For myself, I do not hesitate to d« 
dare my Enn belief, that it will iocceed. The peopU 
of Colombia possess many tnits of character, suitable 
for a republicaa gorerninent. A more orderly, forbear* 
in g, and well-disposed people are nowhere tobe met with. 
Indeed, it may safely be aaaerted, that their faults and 
vices are attributable to the cnraed government to whieh 
the; bave been ao long subjected, and to the ictolerant 
character of the religion, whilst their virtues are all their 
oyro. Bat admittinof their present want of tntelligene«( 
no one baa ever doublsd their capacity to acquire ^owl- 
edge, and under the strong motives which exist, to obtaia 
it, Buppoited by the inluence of your excellency, It 
would aooD be obtained. 

"To youraelf, the advantage woold be as great as to 
the country ; like acta of mercy, the blessings would ba 
reciprocal; your personal happiness secured, and yooi 
&me elevated to a height which would leave hut a sin- 
gle competition in the estimation of posterity. In be- 
stowing the palm of merit, the world has become wiaei 
than formerly. The saooessful warrior is no longer 
regarded as enlilled to the first place in the temple of < 
time. Talents of this kind bave become too common, 
and too often used far mischievous purpoaea, to be re- 
garded ea they once were. In this enlightened age, th* 
mere here of the field, and the anccess^l leader of ar- 
mies, may, for the moment, attract attention. But it will 
be such as is bestowed, upon the paaeing meteor, whoM 
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WvK ii no longer reTnembered, when it ig do In^vt 

' SMD. To be etteetned eminenllj great, it is neceasaiy 

lo be eniHiefltlj good. The qnalitiea of the hero and the 

Gneral must be devoted to the adraniBge of manklRd, 
fore he wiil be permitted to assume the title of their 
benefactor; and the station which he will hold in their 
regard and affections will depend, not upon the number 
ud the spleodor of his victories ; but apoa the results 
and the use he maj make of tiie influence he acquires 
from them. 

*' If the fame of oar Washington depended npon his 
military achieTemenls, would the common consent of the 
world allow him the pre-eminence he possesses ! Tita 
vietorieB at Trenton, Monmonth, and York, brilliant as 
they were — exhibiting, as they certainly did, the highest 
grade of military talents, are scarcely thon^ht of. Tha 
ioarce of the veneration and esteem which is entertained 
for his chaiacter, b^ every description of politicians — die 
monarchist and aristocrat, as well as the republican, Is 
to be found in his undeviating and eiclusive devotedness 
lo the intoresl oi his country. No selfish consideration 
was ever Buffered to intrude itself into his nrind. For 
his country be conquered ; and the unrivalled and in-* 
creasing prosperity of that country is constantly adding 
fresh glory to his name. Genera! ; the course which he 
pnrsued is open to yon, and it depends upon yourself to 
attain the eminence which he has reached before joa. 

"To the eyes of military men, the laurels you won on 
the fields of Vargas, BayaoH, and Carebobo, will be for- , 
ever green ; but will that content you 1 Are you willing 
that your name should descend to posterity, amougsl the 
mass of those whose fame has been derived from shed- 
ding human blood, without a single advantage to the hu- 
man racel Or, shall it be united to that of Washing- 
ton, as the founder and the father of a ^at and happy 
people 1 The choice is before you. The friends of lib- 
erty thionghout the world, and the people of the United 
States in particular, are waiting yonr decision with in- 
tense sniiety. Alexander toiled and conquered to atlun 
the applailse of the Athenians ; will you regard as noth- 
ing the epinions of a natiua which has evinced its saps- 



riority aT« that celebrated pet^Ie, in the snence moat 
useful lo man, by bavine carried inco actaal praotiee m 
■jBtem orgOTeniiDent, oTirhieh tfas wtraat Athennna hud 
but a glimpM in theory, aad considered ss a blessine 
never to be realiEed, howerer ardently to be deairedl 
The place which you are to occupy in their esteem de- 
pepda apoD yourself." 

It haa been atated that general Harrieon waa recalled 
from Colombia in consequeitce of hia interference in the 
internal alfaira of the republic. Tbia is not Che fact. He 
reoehAd Bogota on the 5th of February, 1639. Presi- 
dent Jackson was inao^rated on Ihe 4th of Marcb of 
tbat year, and Mr. Moore was appointed to this office on 
the Sth. It ii therefore impossible that the president 
coald eren have known of general Harrieon'a arrival at 
the aeat of goTernment, when he waa recalled. Ml. 
Moore reached Boeota in September, and on the 2Gth of 
that month, general Harriaon had his andienoe of leaTe. 
On that occasion, the preaideot of the council said la 
bim : " Id espreasing to yon, w, the sentimeDta of tbe 
oouDcil towaras your government, it is agreeable to me 
to declare, that the hopes formed by Colombia, when Ae 
ftppointmeat was announced of so diBtinguished a gen- 
eral, and one of the most etnlneut citizens of the oldest 
republic of America, haTO besu realized by your reri- 
diiDce in this capital, as euToy extraordinary, and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary near thia goTernment; and, therefor*,' 
it is highly satisfaotory to me, to show the high eaCeeoi 
which your personal qoalities hare Inspired," At the 
time when thia- address was made, Bolivar was abasnt 
from Bogota, and the president of the council was ad- 
ministering the affairs of the goTernmeut, His address 
lo general Harrison, the eonoludiug paragraphs of frtiieh 
have been quoted, clearly deuonatretes that onr minister 
had dischareed the duties of bis Btatiou with dignity, 
prudence ana ability, 
6* 



CHAPTER H. 

C<lane) JofaruoD's immji In C 
Chiniot addieiB. — Bia iddTeM in 1S33, in legud to luirojr. 
— Vmccnnw ■peoch- about Abdition, — Hi* gprtch >I tba 
4Tlh uuiirowr cddnttcm c^the grttlvment (rfOtmk — Hi>- 
toneal diacoane on the aboci^itw. of the Ohio. 

AmB ffsnen] Hanison's Teiani from Colombia, he 
retired to his farm and resamed the paaoeful pursnits of 
agriealtnra. In June, 1831, he was chosen to deliTet the 
Banaal diaconrse before the Hamittoa coonty AgrJenltu- 
tal Soeietj. Id thia addreaa, he gawe eTideace of being 
a lound practical farmer, combiains theory and practice, 
in regard to crops and iierda, with the same ready Bue- 
o«ss, that in. othtr days he had applied military prioci- 
plea to the moTement of armies. A siiule extract ftonk 
this ralaable discourse, is all that onr umita will pei- 

" l^e enconTB^ment of agricnlttire, gonllameit, wotlM 
be praiseworthy in auy country : in oor own it is peco' 
liarlj ao. Not only to multiply the means and en>oy- 
ment of life, but as ^vingf graatei stability and securi- 
tj to our polidc&l institations. In all ages and. in ail 
ooontries, it haa been obserred, that tbe cnltiTators of 
•ithe soil, are those who were least wtlliug to part with 
Jjlfa^r righCB, and submit themselTea to ttia will of a maa- 
f ter, I hare no doubt also, diat a taste for agricultural 
pursuits, is the beat means of disciplining the ambition 
of those daring spirits, who ocoaBioually spring ap fa 
the world, for ^ood or for eril, to defend or destroy the 
liberties of their fellow-man, as the principles receired 
from education or eireumstanoes may lend. As long as 
the ieadera of the Roman armies were taken from the 

Elough,tothe plough they were willing to return. Neier 
1 the character of general, forgetting the dnltes of the 
oitiien, and erer ready to exchange the sword and th» 
' triumphal parpla, for the homely Teatmeats of tbe hot- 
bisdmaD. 



own age aad country hare produced. The fatcinatioDa 
•f poner and the treppinga of command, were u much 
deepiaed, aad the enjoymeot of rural aceues, and tonl 
employments aa highly prized by oar Washinglon, as 
by Cincinnatus or RegulQa. At the cloae of hia glori- 



_ a difTuae a taele for Bgricnl- 
liiTB amongat men of all deacripCioaa and profasdona, 
may pioducs leaulta more important even than increa»- 
ing the means of aubaiatence, aad the eDJoyiuent of ]iA. 
It may eaase aome future conqueror for lua country, to 
end fiis career 

" GviUlai of JUi taunfry** Mood," 

" To the heail-eheering prospect of flocks and berdi 
feeding oaunriTalled pastareB,fie1d3of graiD, ezhibilinv 
tbe Bcnptural proof that the aeed had baeu cast on gnod 
ground — how ofbeo ie the eya of the philanthropic travel- 
er diaruated with the dark, unsighily mannfactoriea <dr 
Bcertdn poiaon — noiaon to the bod^ and (he eoul. A 
modern jGiieas or Ulysaea might mistake them for eB« 
trance* into the Infernal Regions ; noi would they great- 
ty err. But uniifce thoae pasaages which condncl^ the 
Gretuaa and Trojan heroes on their piona eiranda, the 
Bcenes to which these conduct the anhappy wretch who 
riiall enter are those, ezcluaiTely, of misery and woe. 
No relief to the sad picture ; no Tarlarca there, no Gly- 
■inm here. It la all Tartarian darkness, and, not Mm- 
freqaeody, Tartarian crime. I speak more freeW of the > 
practice of coDTerting ihe material of the ' staff of life' 
(and by which eo many hcmin beinga yearly perish) 
uito an article which ia ao destructiTs of health and hap- 
piness, becaasa in that way 1 have sinned myaalf; but 
mHatwai/ I iltall tin no tnoft," * 

*Boote yeara nnce, genei*] Banison ««UbMied a diitilleiy 



r. Sjmniaa Harrisoi., 

Receirer of public moiiieB at Viaeennea, colonel Richiud 
H. Johnson, now Tice-ptesideot of the tlDiud Slates, ia 
klluding 10 the fUhet of the late Receiver, BpoDtansousIj 
bore the follawiu^ well merited tiibut« to his old coat- 
mander ; 

>> Who i» general Harriaonl The son of one of lli« 
lignera of the declaratioa of independence, who spent 
the irrealer part of hie Urge fortune in redeeming the 
pledge he then gave, of his ' fortune, life and saored hon- 
or,' to seeare the liberties of hia counlry. 

" Of the career of general Harri«on 1 need not speak— ■ 
the history of the west, is his history. For forty yeara 
ke has been identified with its interests, its perils and ita 
hopes. UnJTeisally beloved in the wmllcs of peace, and 
distingoished by his ability in the councils of his conn- 
tty, he has been yet more illustrioasly distiDgaished in 
the Geld. 

" During the late war, he was longer in activn aervica 
than any other general oQcer ; he was, perhaps, oftener 
in aelion than any one of tbeoi, and never insiained s 

, la 1833, ffeneral Harrison delivered, by appointment, 
at Cheviot, Hamilton county, Ohio, an address in cohh ' 
memoration of the 4th of luly, which was Bcbsemientiy 
pobliabed by the coroouttee of arrangements. It pre- 
•ants a sammery of the causes which led to the revoln- 
tionary war, aUd a lucid exposition of the constitution of 
the United States. His interpretation of that instrument 
it in strict accordance with the celebrated teeolutiooa ot 
Viwinia and Kentucky, of 1798. 

Being desirous of making a fair representation of tha 
views of peueral Harrison, on all importaot poblio mat- 
tera, ne now introdnce two documeoM tonohing his opii^ 

on bia turn, to convert his miidas cOTn into whiAej. Soon 
perceivinii die bod oonsequeDCCH i£ such ■ numufsctory, upon 
the luiiaunding population, he cheerfully eneountend pecunia- 
ry sacrifice by ^xtUriiiiig his manufactoy d that bsoebd w 
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loin on the snbjaet of ulaTsiy. In the yevt ISE3, whea 
lie waa a candidaCe for coggresB, kis opponents, for tha 
parpoae of defeating his election, chaiged him with b^ 
ing B pro-slavBrj man — that he had owned slares, and 
had been in Tavor of introducing- slavery into Indiana. 
Ib refutaliim of this aweepine charge, general Harrison 
published an addresB, from which we take all of that por- 
tion relating to the subject of slavery. It la in these 

" Being called snddenly home to attend mf sick fiun- i^f^ 
ily, I hara but a moment lo answer a few of the calant- ' 
Dies which are in circoiation coooerning me. 

*■ I am accused of beinj{ friendly to alaveiy. From 
niy earliest yooth to the present momeat, I have been 
the ardent friatd of Eamtm Liberly, At the age of digh- 
teea, IJua^ne a member of an MokliBn &Kiefy esiab I i sh- 
ed at Biohraond, Virginia ; tha object of which was to 
ameliorate the condition of slaves and procure their fret- 
dora by every legal tneatie. My venerable friend, Judge 
Gatch, of CtermoQt connty, was also a member of this 
«ocisty, and has lately given me a certificate that I waa 
DDe. 7^ ebHgaiioia which I thtn Mate under I have 
/itithfalJy ptrformed, Ihavebeenlhemeana of liberating 
many bIbtbs, bat never placed one in bondage, I deny 
that my vote in congress in relation to Missoaii and 
Arfransas, are in the least incompatible with these prin- 
eiples. Congress had no more leeal or constitutional , 
right to emancipate the negroes in those sectious.of Lou- ' ' 
isiana without the consent of their owners, than thc^ 
have to free those of Kentucky. Tbese people wera 
•eeured in their property by a solemn covenant with 
France when the country was purchased from that pow- ' 
er. To prohibit the emisration of citizens of the south- 
eni states te the part of the country, tha situation and 
«}iniate of which, vras peculiarly sotted to them, would 
have been highly uniusC as it had been purchased out of 
the common fund. Particularly, too, when It is recollect. 
ed that all the immense (errilory to the north-west of the 
Ohio had been ceded by Vir^nia, and with an uneiampled 
liheraiily, she bad herself proposed, that by excluding . 
■layeij from it, to secure it for the emigiatioa of ttiow 



184 MmHW o« 

Mate* whkh had no staves. Was it proper, theo, wneit 
Iter Teseived tenitorf was in a ^ai meaaare filled op, 
toexclade her citizeQB from even pari of the lecrilory par- 
chased out of the common fand! Ivia»thefirttpenon to 
iulTOdacc into congrta the prepoiiliiHt thai ail the connirff 
a&oveJIfiiiaun' (which having no inhabitants wasfreefrom 
the objsclion made to Missouri and Arkansas) Aiuld no- 
verhave davery admitted inta it. I repeat what! havet>^ 
fore said, that as our union was onlj effected b; mutaal 
' «oncni<sion, so only can it be preserved. 

*' M; rale agonal the restriction of Missouri in form- 
ing her constitution was not a ooDolusive one ; there 
would hare been lime enoa^, bad 1 conUnaed to be a 
member, before the question was decided, for mj conB^- 
taeotB to have inslrucled me, and I should have rejoicea 
in an opporiuDttj of eacri&eing m; seat (o mj principles, 
if tbey had instructed me in opposition to m^ construe 
tion of the conetitntion. Lilce manj other members from 
the non-slaveholding states, of whom 1 mention Sliaw, 
Holmes, Mason of Massaohusetts, Laman of Connets 
tieut, and Baldwin of Pennsylvania, I could see nothing 
in the coDstitution which I had sworn to jinpport, la 
warrant such an 'interference with the rights of tho 
states, and which had never before been attempted* 
And where is the crime in one set of men not being 
able to interpret the eoDBtitntion as other men interpret 
it ) As we had all tviom to sapporl it, the cnnw 
would hare been in giving it a construction which our 
consciences would not sanotion. And let me ask, for 
what good is this question again brought up? It haa 
been seitled, as all our family differences have been set- 
tled, on the firm basis of motoal eompromise. And pat- 
riotiam, sa well as prudence, devoted the efiecte of that 
awful diaeumim to eternal oblivion. Is ii not known, 
that from that cause the great fabric of our Union was 
ehaken to its foundatian t le it not known that Missou- 
ri would not hare submitted to the restriction, and that 
the other slave-holding states had determined to support 
herl But for (hia comprsmise, the probabilil^ is, that 
M this moment we miiht look upon the opposite ehoie 
«f Ohio, aot foi SB a&oliuQBte sialer stale, bul on M 
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vimed and implanbte'riTa). Whet patriodo man voald 
not Join tllB pliant Eaton m eEecrating the head and tht 
Aand thai could deriee and execute a Bchemn productiTO 
of a calsmitj ao awliil % 

" Upon the y^haie, fellow-citizena, our path ia a plain 
one ; it is that marked out aa well by hamanitr aa duty. 
We cannot emaacipate the slarea of the ouer states 
without their consent, hut b; prodacins- a convulsion i'f 
which would undo ua all. For this much to be desired 
event, we must wait ibe slow but certain progiess of 
thoae good principles which are every where gaining 
ground, and which Basuredi; will ultioiatelj prevail." 

It is proper to remark, that this society, originallj 
eatabliahed by the Quabers, bol not confined to ihem, 
'WBB, Bccordln;; to the statement of Judge Gaich, a "Hu- 
mane Society ;" and it aeems to have been of a character 
to which no eiceptiona were taken in Virginia. A num- 
ber of the citizesa of Richmond were memhere, and ^ 
piinciplea were not onderatood to be at alt ID conlliet 
Willi the rights guarantied to the owners of alaves, by 
the constitation and the laws of the land. Within a 
few months after his first connection with this socie^, 
-general Harrison, then but eighteen years of age, r^ 
mored from VirKinia, since which time he has never at- 
tended one of its meetings, nor been either directly or 
Indirectly coanectsd with any aocioty touching the quea- 
tion of slavery. 

The olher doenment upon this subject, is taken from a t / 
speech made by general Harrison, at Vlnceniies, Indiana, ^ 
4n May, 1835, on the occasion of a public dinner haviDg 
been gtren to him by the citizens of that place. 

"I have now, fellow-cit liens, a few more words to 
«ay on another subject, and which is, in my opinion, of 
more importance than any other that ia now in the coursa 
of discussion in any part of the Union. I alitide to the 
Booieties which have been formed, and the moTementS 
of crriain individuals in some of the staler in relation to 
a portion of the population in others. The conduct of 
Iheae pprsons ia the more dangerous, because their object 
IB mashed under the garb of diainteresiedness and ben^ 
wrfffltco; aod tteir coursa vindicated b^ argument* ud- 
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B«potilions which, in the abstract, no ona can ietif, 
ut, boweier faeciQatiog may be the dra«e with wbidi 
their schemes are presented to Ihair Mlow-citiienBi with 
whatever purity ol intentioo tbej maj hava been formed j 
and sustained, die; wilt be fonod to can; in their train 
mischier to the wbole Union, and bonoia to a large pot- 
tioR of it, which, it is probable, some of the projeciora 
and many of their supporters have nefer thoDfhl of; the 
latter, the first in th« Beries of stiIh which are to sprin? 
fram Eheii eoeice, are such as you have seen perpArated 
on the fair plains of llaly and Gael, b; tlie Scythian 
hordes of Attila and Alarioj and such aa most of yon 
apprehended upon that memorable night, when the toma- 
hawks and war clubs of the followera of Tecumthe were , 
rattling in jour suburbs. I regard not the disavowal* i 
«f any each iatention upon the part of the authors of i 
these scheme's, since, upon the examination of the publi- ' 
eations which have been made, they wilt be found to eon- ' 
tain the very facts, and very arguments which they would 
liBve uaed, if sach bad been tiieii object. 1 am certain 
that there ie not, in this assembly, one of these deluded 
men, and that there are few within the bounds of the 
atale. If there are any, 1 would eameatly entreat them 
'to forbear ; to pause in their career, and deliberately con- 
sider the consequenoe of their conduct lo the whole 
Union, to the states more imntediately interested, and to 
ihoBe for whose benefit thev profesa to act. That the 
latter wilt he the victims of the. weak, injudicioDB, pre- 
BumptnouH and unconstitutional eSoita to aerve Uiem, a 
thorough examination of the subject must convince them. 
The Btruggln (and struggle there mast he^ may com- 
mence wim horrors such as I have deecribed, hnt it will 
end with more Grmly riveting the chains, or in the otter 
' extirpation of those whose caoae they advocate. 

" Am I wrong, fellow-citiienB, in appljicg the terma 
weak, presumptuous and uQconslitutiauBl, to the mea- 
Buies of ihe emancipators ! A slight examinalion wilt, 
1 think, show ihat I am not. In a vindication of the 
«bjects of a convention which was lately held in one of 
the towns of Ohio, which 1 saw in a newspaper, it was 
■aid that nothing more waa intended than to produce a 
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state of public feeling which would lead to an amend- 
ment of the oonatitDtion, authoriziag the abolitioa of 
slavery ia the United States. Now can an amendmeDt 
of the caDSliiatioa be effected without the coiiHenl of 
the eoulhern Stategt What then is the pn^oaition to 
: be aabmitted tatheml It is this; — >'The ptesent pro- 



s of the eoDBtitutioD secure to jou the rieht (a 
I right which joa held before it w^ made, which yoa 
ii have never given op,) to manage your dsmeatio concerna 
ir JD your own way; but as we are cgnviDoed that yoa do 
> not manage them properly, we waot you to put ie tbs 
1' hands of ihe general gorernment, in the conncile of 
w which we have tlie majority, the conirol over these mat- 
.: t«rs, the eBent of which will he vinuailj to transfer the 
,1 power fiom yaura into out bands.' Again, in some of 

[ the states, and in sections of others, the black popula- 
ioi tion for exceeds that of the while. Some of Ihe emanci' 
■01 patOTS propose immediate atralldon. What is the pio> 
u^ position Ihen, as it legaids the states and parta of states, 
ai: but the aliernativea of amalgamaliaa with the hlacka, ot , , 
)if- aa eichaDg;e of silnations with (hem ! Is there asy 

iK man of oommon sease who does not believe that the 
■j^a emancipated blacks, being a majority, will not insist Dp- 
(,9 on a full participation of poHlicEd rights with the whites ; 
hM and when possessed of these, they will not ecntend for a 
]di full share of social rights also? What but the extremily 
I ill ef weakness and felly could induce any one to think, 

n(p that such propositions as these could be listened to by a 
.g,i people so iofelltgent as the soulhem states 1 Further; 
^ the emaacipaiors generally declare that it is ^eir inten- 
ttv tion to etfect their object (allhough their sets contradict 
irit their assertion,) by no other means ihan by convincing 
l\e!, the slave-holders that the tmancipaUon of the slaves is 
I called for, both by moral obligation and sound policy. 
nni! An unfledged youth, at the moment of hie leaving 
jor' (indeed, ill many instances, before he has left it,) hia 
rjll, tiieologlcal eeminary, undertakes to give lectures up- 
ihsl on morals to the countrymen of Wythe, "Hicker, Peo- 
: of! dleton and Lowndea, and leasons of political wisdoni to 
fii stales, whose affairs have so recently hern directed br 
(ti JeSeMou and Madison, Macon and Cnwibnli Ii u 



« pDTaued bjr the 
'/ emBacipBlon iHnnconBtilnlional. 1 da not m^ thHt^ere 
are inj woida in the CDDslitntion whiah forbid the dia- 
caaiioDB thej are eng;a^ in; 1 know that Ibers are doc 
And citizens havs the nght to express and publish itnir 
opioions withonl reBlrtclioD. Bal id the conBtiuctian of 
the conatilDtion, it is always Deceaaary to refer to th* 
circumstancea under which it was fraiued, and to Bscer 
tain Ita meaning by a comparison of its provisions with 
«8ob other, and wiUi the previous situation of the several 
■tales who were parlies to it. In a portion of these, sla 
vet; was recogniied, and the; took care to haTfl the 
lifht secnred to them; to follow and reclaim such of 
them as were fueitiTeitootherstaias. The laws of con- 
gress passed nndet this power, have provided pDniahment 
for any one who shall oppose or iuterrapt the eieroiia 
of this right. Now can any ene beliefe, that the instni- 
tnenl which contains a proTision of ^ia kind, which aii> 
thorites a master to pursue his slave into another state, 
take him back, and proTides a pnoishment for enj eiti' 
cen or oitisens of that state who ahoold opposa him, 
■honld, at the some time, authorise the latter to aasemble 
together, to pesB resolutions and adopt addresses, not only 
to eneoarage the slaves lo leave their mastera, but to eat 
their throats before ihej do so 1 

■* I insist, that if the citizens of the non-flleTeholding 
'' states can avail themaelveB of the article of the constitD' 



tion, which prohibits the restriction of speech or the press 
to publish anything injurioas to the rights of the alave- 
bolding states, that they can go to the rtxtreme that I 
have mentioned, and effpct any thing further which wri- 
ting or speaking could effect. Bu[,fellow-ciiizeDS, thesa 
arenotthe prineipies of the constitution. Such a eon- 
■trDCtion would defeat one of the preat objects of its for- 
marion, which was that of securing the peace and harmooy 
of the elates which were parties to it. The liberty c^ 
■peeeh and of the prees, were given as the most effeciaal 
means lo preserve to each and every citizen their own 
rights, and to the stales the rights which appertained 
tit them, at the time of their adoplioB. It could nevei 



have- been expected that it would be uaed bf the citiieni 
of one porlion of the Btales for the purpose of depiiiine 
those of another portion, of the rights which the^ h&d 
reserved at (he adoptioD of the cohGtilutioD, and la the 
«z«rciee of which, none but tbemselres have aoj cod- i^ 
oem or interest. If aluTery is an evil, the evil is with " 
thein. If there is guilt in it, the goilt is theirs, oot oura, 
since neither the states where it does not eiiat, nor the 
gnvernnieat of the United States can, without usurpation 
of power, and theTiolatioa nf aeoiemn compact, do any- 
thing to remove il without the consent of those who ar« 
immediately interested. But they will neither ask for 
■id nor consent to be aided, whilst the illegal, perseculiue 
and dangerous mqvementa are in progress, of which 1 
complain : the interest of all concerned requires that 
these should be slopped immediately. This can only be 
done by the force of public opinion, and that cannot too ^ 
sooD be brought into operation. Every uio vein en t whlck 
is made by the abolitionists in the non-slaveholding statea, 
is viewed by our southern brethren as sn attack upon 
^eir rights, and which, if persisted in, must iu the end 
eradicate those feelings of attachment and aSeclion be- 
tween the citizens of all the statps, which was produced 
by acontmunily of interests and dangers in the war of the 
ravolntion, which was the foundationof our happy union, 
and by a coniinuance of whicli, it can alone be preservedi 
I entreat you, then, lo frown upon the measures which 
are to produce results so much to he deprecated. The 
opinions which I have noW given, I have nmitled no op- 
portunity for the last two years to lay before the people of 
I have taken the liberty to express them 



The attempt has been made to show that these two 
documents are inconsistent with each other. A cnreful 
comparison of (hem, however, must bring the candid en- 
quirer for truth, to a diffstent conclusion. On this, as 
well as upon all other qneslions upon which general 
Harrison has been called to act or express himself, there 
iaanezhibitinn of the same consistency of opinion and 
cbaiutef which baa marked the whole of hia eventfiU life. 



Td 1635, at the Nlebrstioo of the 4Tlh ■ 
of tbe setdement of Ohio, held in Cincinnsti, general 
HaniMD wBs among Ibe invited gursla ; ud in rpplj to 



priratee of ihe regular army in the weat, under Hsrmer, 
St. Claii and Wajne, who bionght the war of the rero- 
Intion to a close b; the victory of the Miami of the Lake. 
In this address, tbe daima of these anldiers were present- 
ed in a strong, touching and beaaiiful manner. From 
the many admirable eendmenls contained in this speech, 
we canuot forbear quoting Ihe following: "No mora 
latal idea can be entertained than that our republic is to 
be preserved, either bj the wealth of oar citizens or tlm 
ninonnt of (he revenue of the government. The bright- 
^ Mt eiaa of tbe republics which have eiitted, were thosa 
it when honorable pover^ prevailed, and when paixtotiam 
was beat rewarded." 

In the autumn of 1337, general Harrison delivered a 
disconrsa before the Philosophical and Historicsl Societj' 
of Ohio, on Uie aborigines of the Ohio, which has sine* 
been publiahed in the first volume of Ibe Transactions rS 
that bodj. It embraces about fifty pages of the work, 
and is among the most valuable contributions which 
have jet been made to thai aocietj. TIhs discourse, 
written with classic elegance, in pare Saxon, is ingenioufl 
and profound, presenting the resalta of moch close and 
accurate observation upon the ancient works and aborigi- 
s of the valley of ihe Ohio. Having space hut for % 



■ingJe estract, we take the following, on the reproduc 
of the forest upon the banks of the Ohio, after it has once 
been destroyed. The anbjeet is introduced by the author 
to prove the great antiquity of Ihe ancient mounds and 
fortifications of this region. 

" The process by which nature restores Ihe forest to its 
original state, after being once cleared, ie extremely slow. 
In our rich lands, it is, indeed, soon covered aeain with 
timber, but tbe character of the growth is entirely differ- 
wt, and ooDtinnes so, tbrough many generatlens of DMn> 
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In seTerel places on the Ohio, pnrtieululy upon Ibe 
tnrm which 1 oceupj, cleaiingB were made in Ihe first 
settlement, abandonod, and aQfTei'ed to gtav op. Some 
of them, now to be eeen, of nearly fif^ years' growtb, 
have made aa little piagress towBTda attaiutDg the ap- 

JMrance of the immediate!; contignoeB forest, as toiif 
ace any man of lefleetiDn, to determine, that at least ten 



works on the Ohio, present precisely the same appearance 
as the circumjacent forest. You find on them, all that 
beautiful Tariety of trees, which gives such unrivalled 
richness to our forests. This is partienlerly the case on 
the fii^n acres included within the walls of the woric 
ftl the mouth of the Great Miami, and the Telative pro- 
portions of the different kinds of timber, are about the 
same. The first growth on the same kind of land, onoe 
cleared, and then abandoned to natnte, on the contrary, 
is more homogeneous — often stinted to one, or two, or at 
most three kinds of timber. If the ground had been cnl- 
tivated, yellow locnsi, in many places, will spring' up as 
thick ae garden peas. If it has not been culnvated, the 
black and white walnut will be the prevailing growth. 
The rapidity with which these trees grow for a lime, 
sniothers the attempt of other kinds to vegetate and grow 
in dieir shade. The more thrift; individuals soon over- 
top the weaker of their own kind, which sicken and die. 
'n this way, there is soon onl; as man; left as the earth 



vill well sapport to maturity. Al) this time the squii 
'els may plant the seed of these trees which serre then 
'or food, and by negleat Buffer them to remain, — it wil 
n ; uie birds may drop the kernels, the i 



teroal pulp of which have contributed to their nourisK- 
nient, and divested of which tbey are in the best state for 
cerminating, still it will be of no avail : tiie winds of 
heaven may waft the wineed seeds of tbe sycamore, cot- 
ton-wood and maple, and a friendly shower may bnrjr 
them to lbs necessary depth in the looss and fertile soil — 
bat still without saccess. The roots below rob them 
of moisture, and the canopy of limbs end leaves above 
inteceept theraysoftiiesuniand the dewi of heaven: tin 
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jonng giknU in pOMMaioo, like uiotlter kind of ariatoo- 
noy, abaatb the whole meaoB of eubsisteDCP, and \evto 
the maas to perish at theii feet. This atale of Ihiaga 
will not, however, always conllnue. If the process of 
nature is slow and circuitouB, in patting down usurpa- 
tion and eatablishiag ibe equality which ahe loves, and 
which is iiw great chsjaoteilatio of her principles, it ia 
saie and effecutal. The pieference of the soil for the 
first nowlh, ceases with ita maturity. It admits of no sue- 
eessinn, upon the principles of legitimacy. The longun- 



diapated masters of the forest may be thinned by tha 
lienlning, the tempest, or by diseases peculiar to thea^ 
adves ; and whenever this is the case, one of the olW»- 



Jeoted of another family, will find between its decaying 
loots, shelter and appropriate food; and, springing into 
TigorouB growth, will sooo push its green foJiage to the 
skies, through the decayed and withering limbs of its 
blasted and dying adversary — the auit ita^f, yielding it a 
more liberal support than any scion from the former oc- 
cupant. It will easily be conceived what a length of 
time il will require for a denuded tract of land, by a pro- 
oesa so slow, again ta clothe itself with the amazing va- 
riety of foliage which is the characteristic of the foresta 
of this region. Of what immense age, then, must ba 
those works, so often referred to, covered, as has been 
snpj>osed by those who have (he best opportunity of ez- 
amining them, with the second growth after the ancient 
farat tiate had been rtgainedT' 



CHAPTER Xn. 

(jcfterot Harrison's first naaunation for ibe piesidaMy. — Hk 
letter to Sherrod WilliaoiR. — Hia onions upon duelling. — 
His letter to Hsrmer Denny, on the principles upon which 
^ gmemment should be sdminiatered. — Becond nonunatkn 
fia- the ]H«Bdency, December, 1339. 

Ill the autumn of this year, by a spontaneous moT«- 
ment of the people, in difiereut parts of tha UoLod, geo^ 
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n1 Haniwa waa nominated ei a candidate for tlie presi' 
dencj. Tiia lata period in the caarass, at which this , 
moTemBnt was made, preTenled that coDcentmtioD of bc> 
tioa among his friends, riecesaarj to eecare his election; 
but, andei this diaadvantage, and with their other candi- 
dates in the Geld, he received aereoly-two electoral rotes. 
In the fifteen states in which Mr. Van Buien and geneial 
Harrison were alone oppoaed to each other, the former 



jority of less than thin; thousand foi Mr. Van Buren. 
This fact evioces — all circamatsnees considered — ''' ~ 



[larkable popnlaritj of general HEurison with the people 
of the United States. 

During this canvsBS, Sberrod WilJiania, Esq. a mem- 
ber of congress from Kentucky, addressed a letter of en- 
qaitj to general Harriaoa, on certain political matters, 
which drew forth the following reply : 

North BrND, JUiy 1, 1836 

StB :— 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 7th ultimo, in which yon request me to 
anawer the following questions : 

1st. "Will you, if flioeted preaideDt of the United 
States, aign and approve a bill diatrthnting the surplus 
re*enae of the United States, to each atete according to 
the federal population of each, for internal improvement, 
education, and to suoh other objects as the legislature of 
the several slates may see fit to apply the same t" 

Snd. "Win you sign and approve a bill diatributiiig 
the proceeds af the sales of the public lands to each 
Btale, according to the federal population of each, for ihe 
pnrpoaes above specified 1" 

3d. "Will yon sign and approve bills makingapproprl- 
ationa to improve navigable streama above porta of entryl" 

4th. " Will yoa sign and approve (if it becomes ne- 
ceaaary to secure and save from depreciation the revenue 
and Gnancea of the nation, and to afford a uniform Hoond 
ovrreocy to the people of the United States) a bill, with 
er modifications an ' 
le tJaited Slates I" 



Sth, " What iB yoar opinioD ae to the eonstilntional 
power of the senate or faouse of rep rose ntaliveB of tha 
oongTcea of the United States, to expunEe or obliterate 
from the joarnals the records and proceedlDga of a preri- 
eus sesaioQ 1" 

From the mannet in which the faar first queBttons are 
stated, it appears that yoo do not ask m; opinion as to 
the policy or propriety of the meaeures to which they 
respsctively refer; hut what wonld be my coarse, if ttiev 
were presented to me (heins in the presidentiBl chair of 
the United States) in the shape of bilis, that had beea 
duly passed bj the senate and house of represeniadtes. 

FroHi the opinions whi^ih I have formed of the inten- 
tion of the conalitutiaD, as to cases to which tlte vela 
power should be eiercised by the preeideot, I woDld 
have contented myself with givint; an affirmaiive ansn^ 
to the four first questions ; but, from the deep intereBt 
which has been tind indeed is now felt in relation to &1] 
the subjects, I think it proper to eipress my views opon 
each one separately. 

1 answer, then, let. That the immediate return of all 
the surplus money which is, or ought to be, in tiie trea- 
sury of (he United Ststfs, to the possesBion of the peopla 
from whom it was lalien, it called for hy every principle 
of policy end, indeed, of safety to our insEituIions; and 
I know of no mnde of doing il better than that reeora< 
mended by the present chief magistrate, in his first an- 
nnal message to congress, in the following words : " 7\> 
avoid ihae eviU it appeart ta me ikal ihe mott lafe, JMtt and 
Jtdtral ditvonHon vihirh coald be modi of ihe mirpluj m«- 
flue, toould be iU apporlionmtnl among Ihe leterat ilalta 
according lo the raiiu of rfpTeaenlalion. 

This propoeition has reftrence to a state of things 
which now actually exists, with the exceplinn of iha 
amount of money thus lo be disposed of; fnr il could not 
have been anticipated by the president that the surplus 
above the real wants or convenient expendilurea of the 
f[overnment would become so lar^e, as that retaining It 
m the treasury would so much diminish the circulating 
mediuiQ as gieatljr to embanasa the busineas of VtM 
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VfhKt Other diaposition can be made of it «i6 a view 
to get [t ivta immediate circulation, but to place it in tbe 
hands of the stsle aalhorit^ee I So ^reat la the Qmoant, 
aad ao ntpidlj is it increasing, that it could qdI be ex- 
pended for a very considerable lime on the comparatiTely 
few objecls to which it could be appropriated by the gei»- 
eral goTersment; but the deaired distribution amongtt 
the people bould be iuunediately effected b^ the slate, 
from the iniiuiie variety of wa;a in nhich it might be 
employed by them. By them it might be loaned to theit 
own bankiog' inslitutions, or even to individnals — a. mods 
^f distribntion by the general government, nbich I sin- 
cerely hope is in tbe contemplation of no friend to his 
conntry. 

2nd. Whilat I have always broadly admitted that Aa 

rublic lands were the common property of all the statea, 
have been the advocate of tliat mode of disposine of 
tbem, which would create the grealeat number of free- 
holders : and 1 conceived that in this way tbe iQleiesls of 
all would be as well secured as by any other disposition; 
but ainoe, by the amall siie of the tracts in which tha 
lands are now laid out, and the reduction of (he price, 
dtifl desirable situation is easily attainable by any person 
of tolerable industry, I am perfectly Teconciled to Iha 
distribution of tbe proceeds of the sales as provided for 
by the bill introdnced into tbe senaU by Mr. Clay; tha 
interests of all seem to be welt prorided for by this bill ; 
and as for the opposition which has hitherto been made 
to the disposition of the lands heretofore contemplated 
by the representatives of the new stales, there is no prob- 
ability of ita being adopted, L think it ought no longer to 
be insisted on. 

3rd. As I belieye that no money should be taken from 
the treasury of the United States to be expended on in- 
leinal improvements but for those which are strictly na- 
tional, the answer to this queation would be easy but front 
the difficulty of determining which of those that are from 
time to time proposed, would be of this description. 
This circumstance, the excitement which has alrrady 
been produced by appropTiations of this kind, and tlie 
jealousies which it will no doubt continae to pradoM if 
7 N 
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penMed in, give additimiBl cIbiiiib to tho mode of appn^ 

priiting all tne Burplus reVenue of the United States iA 
the Qianaar above Buge;eitod. Each state will then haw 
the ineanB of Bocompiltbing its own scbentea of internal 
improvement. Still there will be particulai cases when 
a contamplated improvement will be of greaiei advantag* 
to the VniongenerBllj.aad some particular slates, thao to 
that in which it ia to be made. In socb cases, as well ag 
those ta the new alates, where the valne of the public do- 
main will be greatly eohanced hj an improvement in th« 
mean* of csmmuQication, the general government should 
earlainlj laFf ely contribute. To appropriations of the laU 
lur character there has tiever been anj retj warm oppo- 
sition. Upon the whole, the disliibution of the siirpliM 
leveoue amongat the states Beeras liliely to remove most, 
if not all, tUe causes of dissension of which the interaid 
improvement system has been the rrnitful source. Tli«ra 
>i nothing, in my opinion, more aacredly incambent upon 
flioae who are concerned fn the administraiion of oat 
governiaent', than that of preserving harmony between 
tiifl atatea. From the constniclion of our system, thMO 
baa been, and probably ever will be, more or less jekt- 
oaiy between the general and state governments ; but 
there ia nothing in iBe constitution — nothing in the choiv 
Uler of the Tefalion which the stales hear to each other, 
vhich can create any unfriendly feeling, if the comoiOB 

Suardian administers its favor with an oven and impartial 
and. That ti\i% may be the case, all those to whom an/ 
portion of this delicate power is entinsted, should always 
«cl upon the principles of forbearance and conciliation; 
ever more ready to sacrifice the interest of their imnie> 
djate constilueBts, father tiiza violate the rights of the 
other members (^ tl>e family. Those who pursue a dif. 
iereat oonrse, whose rule is never to stop short of the at- 
tainment of sll which they may consider th''ir due, will 
«flea be foand to have trptpassed upon the boundarj' 
titey had themselves established. The ohscrvations with 
which I shall conclude this letter, on the subject of (he 
veto power by the president, will apply to this as well 
U year other questions. 
^ix. I ban befoie me & newspaper, in which I un 



^eaignUed by its dialingsisbed editor, " ?fc bankanS 
Jtderal candidaib." 1 Ihink It would puzile the wril«i 
to adriuce an; act of my life wbioh warrant* him in 
idenlifjing- me wilh the interest of the first, or the poli- 
tics of the Utter. Hating no meaoB of asceruining the 
•entimeota of the direatolB Hud atock-boldpra of tfa« 
bank of the United States, {which Is the one, 1 presume, 
with which it nas intended to asBoeiate me,) )' cannot 
Mv/ what theircourse ia likeiy to be In relaiioD to the ea- 
«iiiBp election fer president. Should they, however, ^tb 
me tlieir support, it wilJ be evidence at least, that tiie 
eppoaition which i ^ve to their inetitution in m; car 
paclij of repreeenlarive from Ohio, in congress, pro- 
ceeded, in their opinion, from a sense of dut; which I 
coald not dieregaj'd. 

The joarnale of the second sesaion of the thirteenth, 
uid those of the fourteentb congresa, will show that my 
Totes are recorded against th^m upon every question ia 
which their interest was involved. 1 did, indeed, exert 
nyself in the senate of Otiin, to procure a repeal of thelaw, 
which had imposed an enormous tax apon the brancba* 
which bad been located in its boundaries at the reqaeat 
of the citizens. The ground of those exertiona was not 
the intcrcBt of the bank ; but to aave what I considered 
the honor of the atale, ;ind to prevent a controversy b^ 
tween the stale officers and thoae of the United States. 

In the spring of 1834, I had also the honor to preside 
at a meeting o? the citizetis of Hamilton coontj, called 
for the purpose of expressing their sentiments in relatioB 
to the removal of tlie public money from the custody of 
the bank, by the sole autboiity. of the executive. Aa 
president of the meeting, I explained at some length tho 
object for which it was convened, but I advanced na 
Opinion in relation to the rechartering of the bank. 
. A most respectful memorid to the pre^dent in relatloa 
to the removal of the depoaiies waa adopted, as were also 
resolutions in favor of recbartering tite bank ; but, as I 
have already aaid, this was not the purpose for whiah 
the meeting waa called, and not one upon which, as pta- 
aiding officer, 1 was called upon to give an opinion, b<tf 
ia the e*eDt of aa ef ual divisioa of i^ votes. 
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Aa a prirata citixMi, nil man ewi b« mme entirely doar 
of uij motne, either foT reoharteriaff the old iastitatioii* 
ot oreatiQe a new one nnder the auUioritj of the United 
States. 1 never had a single shais in the former, norin- 
dved, in any bank, wilfa one exception; and that masiT 

Jean ago failed, wiUi the low of the entire slock. I 
ave no inclination sgajo to ventiire in that way, eren if 
I ahiHild ever poaaeas the meana. With the excepdoa 
above neDdooed, of itock in a bank, ]ong since bro- 
kon, I never pat out a dollai at interest in niT life. Ht 
Interest bMc^ entirely identified with the cdtintioa of 
the soil, I ain immediately and personally connected «i& 
none other. ' 

I have mads thia atatemenl to show yon Qttt I am 
not committed to any eooiae in relation to the chaiteiiag 
of a bank of the United State* ; and that I might, if wi 
ditposed, Jidn In the popular cry of deaanciation againvt 
the old institution, and apon its miseondnct, piedioate nn. 
oppoution to the ohaiterinr of another. 

I shall not, however, t^e thia eonne so opposite to 
that which J hope I have followed thtongh life, bnt will 
give yon my sentiments clearly and fally, not only with 
regard to the fhtote conduct of the government on th» 
subject of a national bank, bat in relation to the opsiati^ 
of that which is now defunet 

I waa not in congress when the late bank was ehai^ 
tered, bnt waa a member of the 13dt coogreas, after it* 
first session, when the conduct of the bai&, in its incip* 
lent measures was examined into ; and believing, fioa 
the result of the investigation, that the charter had beni 
violated, I voted fbr the judicial inTestigation, with a 
view of annulling its chanei. The resolutian for that 
purpose, however, failed ; and shortly after, the mana^ 
meut of its affairs was committed to the talents and in- 
tegrity of Mr. Cheves. From that period to its final dis- 
solution, (althongh I mast confess 1 am not a very com- 
petent judge of snch matters,] I have no idea that an 
institution conld have been cooducted with more abilitj, 
iuteerity, and public advant^e than it has been. 

Undsi these impresaions, lagree with general JacklOB 
in the opinion expreeseA in one of his ir *" "- 
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gieu, from wfaieh I make the fonriTinK extnet : " 7^ 
a baiA of tit Omttd Stata, comptUnt to all the duSM 
wWc4 may be required by the govenmeni, might betoor- 
ganixed at net to infringe on our delegated poweri, or Iht 
rewerved righii <f &e ttatet, I do not entertmn a doubt." 
Bat the period for nchaiterio^ the old institatian hm 
}iaawdt M Pennsylvania has nieel; taken caie to appro- 
priate to herself the benefits of ila la^e capital. 

The qaestioD, then, for me to answer, is whether, un- 
der the circDmBtancBa yon state, if elected to the office 
of president, I would sign an act to chaitei another bank. 
I anflwer, 1 would, if it were clearly asoeTtained that the 
pnblio inteieM in relation to the collection and disburse- 
ment of the rsvenne would materially suffer without 
CHie, and there were anequirooal manifeHtaUonS of public 
opioloQ in its faror. I think, however, the experiment 
anould be faiily tried, to ascertaia whether the financial 
operations of the goTemment cannot be as well carried 
on withoQt the aid of a national bank. If it is not neces- 
aary for that purpose, it does not appear to me that one 
oan be ooastitationally chartered. There is do consttnc^ 
ton which I oan give Ae constitution which would au- 
thorize it, on the ground of aSbtding facilities to com- 
inerce. Tbe measure, if adopted, must have for its ob- 
ject the carrying into effect (iaeilitating at least tbe ezer< 
cise of,) some one of the powers positively granted to the 
general goTerameaL If otheis fiow ftom it, prodHcing 
equal or greater advantages to tiie nation, so much the 
better; but these cannot be made the ground for juECiff- 



Tbe ezaitement which has been produced by the bank 

Jnestion, the number and respectability of those who 
eny the right to congress to chanec onst atroDgly recom- 
mended tbe course above suggested. 

6lh. I distinctly answer to this questicn, that, in ray 
opinion, neither house of congress oan constitutioDally 
expunge the record of the proceedings of their prede- 

The power to rsscind certainly belongs to them; 
and is, for every public legitimate parpose, all that is 
nweMuj. Tbs attempt to e^nuige dieit joonial, aow 



Baking in tke ■•nato of the United SistM, 1 uu ttifiK 

fltd could nerer btve been raade but in a period of tha 

Ugh€*t pirtjr exoitetuent, whi>a the voico of reaaoa and 

' generoas Teelin^ ia ilifled bj long protracted ftnd bittat 

In relation to the ezerclm of (he veto power by tha 
preaidf-nt, there ie, J tbiok, «n impoitent differenoa in 
opinion between the present ^ief mngietnite snd mjielf, 
I eiprne this opiniun with leM diffidence, became 1 be- 
lieve mine is in Htrict Bocardanee with thoM of all Ibe 
previous pmaidente to genenl Jadfeon. 

The veto power, or tlie contfol of the execudTi ovn 
the enactment of laws by the legiaiative liodj, wu not 
anknown is the United States previously to^the formatioii 
of the pree^nt fe^Hre] eonititstion. It does not appear, 
however, to have been in mseh favor. He principl* 
was to be fonnd in but three of Ibe uata coaHtitutioDa } 
and in but one of ihem (MatNohusetls,) was the eseen- 
live powet lodged in the hands of a single chief tnagi»> 
tnte. One other state, (South Carolina,) Ind, indeed, 
not only adopted thia principle, but had given its iio^ 
executive mngislrate an abaolate negative upon the acM 
of the tegielalure. In all other instances it has been a 
qoalified negative, like that of the United Stales. TL* 
people of South Carolina seem, however, not to hav« 
been long pleased with this investment of power in tlteii 
goveronr, as it lasted bnt two jeers ; havine been adop* 
ted in 1776, and repealed in 1778 ; from which time th» 
acta of the Ifgialatore of that state have be«a entirely 
freed from executive control. Since the adoption (A 
tiie constiLution of the United States, the veto priaeipltt 
has been adopted by several other slates; and until 
very htely. It seemed to be very rapidly growing iBt« 
fevor. 

Before we ean fann a eoireot opinion of the Dunner in 
vhieh this power should be eieroised, ii ia proper to an. 
deratand the reasona which have induced tU adoption* 
In its theory, it is manifestly an innovation apoii the Ural 
priociple of repnblioan government— tfiat iia raajoiity 
■tioald rule. Why ahould a single individual eontru 
H- will of &at laqjority t 
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It win not lie said that theie ii more prababiUQr of 
finding greater wisdom in the executive choir, tbaa in 
tfae halla of the leglBlature. Nor can it poesiblj be 
snppoRed, that an individual residing in the centre of an 
extensive countr;, can be as vrell acqnaioted with the 
wants and wishes of a nameroDS people, as those who 
come immediately from amongst them — the partaken, foi 
a portion of the year, in their various labors and employ- 
nienta ; and Ihe witnesses of the effects of the laws in 
theii more minute as ne)l as general opetatione. 

As far, then, as it reeards a kuowledga of die wants, 
and wiihea of the people, wisdom to diacover remediea 
for increasing the public prosperity, it would seem that 
the legislatice bodies did not require the aid of an exeo- 
ntire magistrate. But there is a principle, leeoffniied 
hy all the American conalitutions, which was unknowiL 
to the aneieat repoblies. They all acknowledge rightly y{ 
in the minority, which cannot rightfully be taken min^ 
them. ETperieuce had shown that in large assecubliea, 
these rights were not always respected. It would bo 
in vain that they should be enumerated, and respect for 
tiiem enjoined in the constitntioo. A popular assembly, 
under the infiuence of that spirit of party which is alwaja 
discoverable in a greater or leia degree in all repubiica, 
might, and would, at it was believed, aometimes diare-, 

Snl them. To guard against this danger, and to secuta 
i righia of each individual, the expedient of cresting 
■ department iodepeadent of the others, and amenably 
only to the lawe, was adopted. Security was thus giveii 
against any paipabie violation of the constiCatioa, to thg 
injury of individuals, or a minority parly. Bat it waa 
still possible for a willfal and excited majority to enae^ 
lawe of the greatest injeetice and tyranny, without vio* 
laling the letter of their charter. 

And this I take to be the origin of the veto poweTi ai 
well in the slate governments, as that of the United 
States. It appears to have been the intention to creata 
an umpire between the conteodiog TaclionH, which haq 
existed, it was believed, and would continue to exislt 
If there was any propriety in adapting this principle in 
tha goTeromeot of a sUU, all the leatona in favor of i\ 



azislsd in a tenfdd 

the United Statet. , . _ _.._ 

ing over &a immenM iract of country, embraciag the pn>- 
dacu of almoat every dime, and that oouDtry dinded 
too into B number of eepBrite soTerameuia, in many ro> 
•pacta independent of each other and of the common 
federal head, left but little hops that the; could alwnya 
be oairied on in harmony. It could not be doubled that 
■eclional iotenssla would at times predomiaate in Um 
boaotna of the immediate repreasntativeB of the people 
and the stacei, combinationa formed dealraclive of the 
public good, or unjaat and oppreseive to a minority. 
Where could a power to check these local feelinga.and 
to destroy the effecta of aniuat corabiaatioDB, be betMr 
placed than io the hands of that department whose autho- 
lily, being derived from the aame common aovereign, is 
eo-ardiaate with the rest, and which enjoys the groat 
distinction of hein^ at once the immediate repreaeota- 
tire of the whole people, aa well aa of each pai^uliu 
elate 1 

In the former ohaiaeter, the ioterests of the whole 
community would be rigidly eupporled, and, in the latter, 
the righta of each member eieadfaatlj maintained. Tb* 
lepreBentalioD ftom the atate authorities in Uie eleolorai- 



elude that Iconsider the qualified veto upon the acta of the 
l^alatnre, conferred by the constitution upon the presi- 
dent, iu> a eontertaUve power, intended only to be used to 
secure the instrument itself from violation, or, in times 
of high parly excitement, to protect the rights of the 
minoit^, and the interests of the weaker msmbera of 
the Union. Such, indeed, is my opinion, and sach we 
must believe to be the opinion of nearly all the dietin- 
guishad men who have filled the execntive chair. If I 
were president of tha United Slates, an act which did 
aot involve either of tha principles above enamerated, 
mnat hava been passed under Teiy peetilinr cirouof 
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staneeB of pieeipitancy or opposition to &e known poblis 
irill, to induca ras to refEiss to it mj eauction. 
' If the opinion I hare giTOn of the motiveB of the fra- 
mora of the ccnftitutioo, in giving the Teto power to the 

fteiideat, ia eorrecl, it fellows, that they noTer oonld 
ave expected that he wiio was constituted the ampire 
between coDlending faelioos, shonld ever identify aim- 
self with dte intereBts of one of them, and voluntarily 
raxee himself from the proud emioence of leader of a na- 
tion to that of chief of a party. I can easily eonceiva 
the existence of a state of ttiings by which the chief ma- 
gislrate of a state may be forced to ael upon party prin- 
ciples i but aoeh a conrsa is entirely opposed to all the 
obligations which the conetitucion imposes on a presi- 
dent of the United States. The immeiiee influence he 
SaasesBes will always gfive to his party the prepon- 
erance, and the very ciicumstanoe of its being an exp 
eeutiTe party will be the cause of infusing more bitter- 
ness wid vindictive feeling in these domestie contests. 
Under ^aae circnmstances, the qualified veto ^vsn by 
tiiB oonstitutiou may, if the president should think pro- 
per to change its character, become as absolute in piac- 
tjea as that possessed by the kinjfs of England and 
France. F^om the great variety of local interests acting 
upon the members of the two houses of eongiess, and 
from the diffiealty of keepine all the individuals of a 
large party under the coctrol of par^ discipliue, laws 



I president 

shonld think proper to use the veto power for the pur- 
pose of promoting the interests of his party, it will be in 
vain to expect that a nlajon^ no large as two-thirds in 
both houses would be found in opposition to his wishes. 
In the hands of «nch a preaident, the qualified veto of 
ihe constitution would in praotioe be absolute. 
. I have, upon another occasion, expressed my views 
upon the danger of a dominant executive party. It may, 
perhaps, be said, that the chief magistrate will find it im- ( 
IKiBaible to avoid the inflneooe of party apiriu Several 
of our chief magiatrates, however, have been able to 
SMape its influ^ice ; or, what^ the same tlUog, (o «et 



tB4 nrrcBU or 

a* if thej did not feel it. As one mode wi KroidiBf il^ 
it WDold be my aim to interfere witli the legislation of 
•ongien u little U peeuUe. The claoH in Iha ooueti- 
tntioD irhioh makee it tlie dulj of the pretident to gtTft 
aoDgreis iafonnatioD of the st&te or the Union, anJ la 
Koommend to their oaniideraiian taoh measures as he 
■hall jndge necetrarj and expedient, coald aerei be iiK 
' tended to niahfl him the sourM of ie^slalian. Informs^ 
lioD should tlwajs ha franklj fiTen, and recommends^ 
tions apon sack matters as eoma mate immediatelv under 
kia coi^niiance than Iheira. But thwe it should eud^. 
If he shoaltl undrrtake to prepare the baaineaa of legialsi- 
li<w for the action of oongresB, or to aaiume the char- 
aeter of code maker for the natian, the personal interest 
whieh he will lake in the success of hia roeasurss wiU 
BeeeBMTlljr oonvert him into a partisan, and wiJl totally 
iiMapacitata him from performing the part of that iiiipai>> 
ifatl ntnpita, which is tbe oharacler that I have supposed 
As eoDsCttnlioD intends him lo assume, when the act* 
psMad by the l^islarare are submitted to his deciaion. 
I do not think it by any means Decpasarj liiat be should 
take the lead as a reroram*. ernu when reroTmalion is, in 
bis opinion, necessary. Reformers will b« never want* 
ioff when it la well undeislood that the power which 
wielde the whole patronage of the nation will not oppos* 
the lefnrmation. 

I have the hoDor to be, with great eonaideration and 
nKMOt, air, joni humble serranL 

W. H. HARRISON. 

TaihtOaiuaiitmdWiUiim*. 

In 1836, a gentleroan in New Jenej addieaaed gmetti 
HBrriaoo on ue subjeot of daellinff. The lepJy to thia 
iMtat kaa been widely circulated, and is Jasily coasid«- 
•d one of tbe moat effeetiTe attacks upon ihe practice of 
ptrsonal combat, that has been made. The ooDsluding 
paiBgraph presents general Hartison's own tmw* upoa 
tUa Bubjeot, and we subjoin it. 

" 1 am aatitGed, that what 1 hsra aaid aboTe, doea not 
antirelj meet your enqairy, and thai yon will expect na 
to atate what afaet the Ibaua dsaciiM bad in lormiai^ 



iBjown prfnoiplea, aad guTerning my owo ooadacL I 
bra already ibiled an entire ohange in my aentiment), 
on the anbject of duelling, from Ihoae which I enlenained 
npon m; first eniertag the army ; aad for whicb no e^ 
COM can be offered, bet my extreme youth, and rhe ba4 
enmplea conlinnally hefore me. In almost erery other 
eue, poiseswd of the deliberate opiniona of a man, yon 
might safelv conelade that his condaot would be in con- 
formity (u tbem. Bat BBcii, alasl ia not the caas wiA 
mau of the world, in relation lo the laws whicii form 
"the code of honor." Abatraetedly eonnidered, they all 
condemn tiieoi, whilat in practice thny adopt them. In 
mil othei caaea, independent men actfram their own eon- 
vietiona, but, in thia ease, npon the opinioae of otbera, or 
ntfaer from what (hey fear may be the opinions of oihera. 
I aoknowledga, then, that the change of my opinioiWi 
wfaieh 1 have admitted in rflation to duelling, had do 
•tiler influenee on my eonduet, than to determine m* 
Mvar to be Ab aggressor. But, although reaolved to of> 
tn no insalt nor inflict any injury, I was determined to 
sofier none. When 1 left the army, howarer, and retired 
to civil life, I ooneidarpd tajBrll anthotiied greatly 10 
Barrow the gronnd n|On irhich I wotild be wilUng to re* 
sort to a personal «oml}at. To the determinatioc which 
J had previoutly made, to offer no insult or indict any 
injnry to give occeaion to any one to call upon me in this 
way, (for after witnessing the acene which I have last 
deeeribed, the wealth and bonora cf tfae world woold not 
Imts tempted ni»to level a pistol at the breast of amni 
whom I had injured,^ I reaolved to dietegwrd all nmarka 
npon my eondact wbieh oonld not be oonatrued into ft 
deliberate insalt, or any injury which did not affect mj 
imalatioii or the happineaa and peace of my family. 
When 1 had the honor to be called upon to eommand tha 
Borth-weatern army, reeolleoiing the number of eallMt 
Baen that had ftl)e« in the former war, in peraeaaT eoiO' 
bat, I deteratliied to osa all the aadionty and all the io- 
' « of my atalloD lo prevent tlieir recanenee. Au^ 



^ etaliOD 10 pre' .... 
ta lake away the pfineltmsooMM from which theyaprin^i 
la aa addreSB to tha Pennsylvania brigade, at Sandu'^' 
I ledatad it t» (>• mydeteiaumiioii to preveot, b; 
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tiie DiMiu that the militkrr lam placed in ivr faandai mf 
iq)ar]>, or even inault, noiab ahould be offerei}, hj tike 
■apBiior to the inkrior officeis. 1 eannot wj wlut infa- 
ence this cootm, epon mj part, may hara prodoeed ia 
tiie leaolt ; bat I state wim pleasure, that thsta waa not 
a aingle dual, uor, aa fai as I know, • ohallenM giTau, 
whilst I reiained the oomnand. The actirity in whidi 
the army was conetanttr kepi, may, faowevei, have been 
the priaeipal caass of thia unoommon haimony. 

'* Id lelatian to my preaent sentiineDta, a Beoae of higher 
obligatioDB than human lawa, or homau opioiooB can im- 
pose, has determiDed me nerer, on any oomMod, to ac- 
cept a chalienn ot seek ndreas for a peraonal injuiTi ^7 
« leaort to ^e laws which compose the oode of honor." 

"nie pioeeedinf[s of the -Natioiuil Domocratic AnI*- 
masaaio ConTantton, hald in PennByWaDia, in 1838, by 
which g^eral Hamson w«a naminated for the pren- 
^ency o7 the Uoited Slates, in the oaavass of 1910, wem 
transmitted to him, oSoially, by the Honorable Haimcr 
Denny, of PittabuTgh. Undet data of Decemhei find, 
1838, the general mads a reply to Hi. Denny, the ub- 
atance of which ii here gtTsn : 

"Dear Sir: — Aa it is probable that yon harebyllua 
time returned to PittsboKD, I do myself the honor to aa* 
kofiwledge the receipt of yonr letter from Philadelphia) 
oontaiaing ttie prooMdioga of tbe National Democntie 
Anti-maionic ConTSntiaD, whit^ lately convened in thi^ 
eitf . With faelings of the deepest ^ratitode, I read tha 
reaolntion unanimously adapted, nominating me aa aoan- 
didate for the preaident of the United Stataa. This ia 
tbe seeond time tiiat I hsTe rec^red &om that patrioti* 
parO'j rf which yon yoarself are a distinguished member, 
tiie fiighest eTiuaee of confidence that can be given to b 
citixenof ouTiepnblie. I would attempt to dasiaibe ntf 
sense of the obligations I owe them, if I were not eonr 
vinoed that any language whioh I could command would 
All ftr short of what I really feel. If, hovero, th« 
viahes of the oonrention shanld be realised, and if I 
sbonld second thrii efforts, I shall have it in my powei 
t tny gntitade in a manner more aeo^taUe t« 
m JOB lepressnt, than by any pro&SBMUi of it 
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^ietl could at lliig time make; Imeanby exerdDgm^. 

atntoat efforts to carry oat tbe principlea set forth in thair 
leaolntioiiB, bj arreeiiDgp the piogresa of the meBsDrea 
** destractive to the prosperity of the people, and tending 
to Ihe eobversion of^their liberties," eni sobBtitatiDg for 
theiD those sound decaocratio republican doctrlaes, upon . . 
which the administratioa of Jeffeisoo and Madison were 
condacted. 

AmoD^ the principles propel to he adopted by any ex- 
ecntiTB eiDcereiy desiroas to restore the admioistnlion to 
its original simplicity and purity, I deem the following 
to be of prominent importanee. 

I. To confine his serrice to a single term. 

II. To disclaim all ri^ht of control over the pnblie 
tieaBDie, with Ihe exceptioa of such pan of it as may be 
appropriated by law, to carry on the public aerrices, and 
diat to be applied precisely as the law may direct, and 
drawn from Iha treasury agreeably to the long establish- 
ed forms of that department. 

III. That he afaoald nersr attempt to influence th* 
eieoUont, either 1w the people or the, state legislstnrea^ 
nor suffer the federal i^cers under faia control to tak» 
any other part io them than by giving dieir own votea, 
when they possess the right of voting. 

IV. That in the exercise of the veto power, he shonid 
Umit bis rejection of bills to, 1st. Such as are, in hia 
opinion, anconstitutionat ; 3nd. Such as lend to encroach 
on the rights of the states or individuals ; 3rd. Sach ai 
Involving deep ioterests, may, in his opinion, require 
more mature deliberation or reference to the will of the 
people, to be ascertained at the succeeding elections. 

V. That be should never suffer tbe influence of his of- 
fice to be used for pnrposea of a purely party character. 

VI. That in removals from office of those who h(Ai 
their appointments during the pleasnre of the executive, 
the eause of such removal should he stated, if requested, 
to the senate, at iba time the nomination of a sueeeeaor is 

And last, but not least in importance, 

VII. That he should not suffer the executive depMt* 
nrot of the government to become the source of lepaU- 



lioa : bnt leava th« whole buBineM of Bwldn^ lam Ar 
tiiB Union to the department to which iha conHtitulknt 



maj be heard. 
The queBtion maj perhaps be asked of me, what seen- 
rity 1 nave in ray power to offer, ir the majoiii? of ih« 
Ameiicaa people soonld Miect oie for theii chief magia- 
tnU, that I woifld adopt the principles which 1 have 
herein laid down as those upon which mj administration 
irould be coaducled ; I could onlj answer, bj referring la 
toy eonduct, and the diapoaition manifested in the diB- 
chartre of the duties of seTeral important offices, which 
liave beretofore been conferred upon tne. if the pnwei 
plaeed in my bands haa, on eTea a siagle occasion, bee* 
nsed far an; purpose other dian that for which it was 
given, or Tetained longer than was necessar; to accon^ 
plish the objects desigoated by those from whom tba 
trusts were received, I will acknowledge that either will 
«onstilute a sufficient reason for discrediting any pTomisa 
I may make, under the oircumstaiwes in which I am notr 

. In December, 1839, e national coaventioD, opposed l» 
the present adniniairation of ibe general governmeiit, 
was held in Harriebnrgh, PennsylTania, composed of a 
large number of delegates, of tried virtue, patriotism ami 
intelligence. In this august body, drawn from twenty. 
three out of the twenty-six stales of tlie Union, and rep- 
lesenting every variety of intereet in the slavehoidia;, 
as well as the non-slaTsholding districts of llie country, 
after full snd msture deliberation, William Henry Harri- 
son was unsQimously nominated as a candidate fnr the 
presidency, in 1840. Thia nomination was but a formal 
aanotion of tha t pr evioasly made by the public sentiment 
of the nation. The people themselves, spanianeously, in 
their primitive meelings, had already monl clearly mani- 
fested their preference foi the patriot statesman at Nmtk 
Bend. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Tieueral Hairuon'B civil and milituj qiuHGcaticniB nmridered 
— Panllel between him Bjid WaslunifUni. — His iDtegritj uid 
dJEiiiteFefltedtiflHH, illuBtrated bj eeveral anecdotei,^— Hia wtatl 



Our nanattve of the civil and military serrices of Har- 
TiooD, ia now cloeed. Brief and imperfect as it maj ap- 
pear, it is sufficient to establish hia claim to a high rank 
BB a civilian and a general. He has been thornaghljr 
tried in the council and the field, and in ever; aituatioD 
has proved himself equal to the circumBtancee by which 
he has been turrounded. No citiieu of the Uoiled 
Slates, it ia believed, has ever filled so many civil and 
military ofBcet. as the aubjecl of this memoir; and cer- 
tainly no one has ever been more uniformly succ^^ful in 
discharging the trusts confided to bim. 

If it lie true, that to plan and carry on a successful 
campaign, "requires an almost intuitive sa^city, great 
powers of combinadDn, with prudence, caution, prompt 
ness, and energy, combined with perfect self-reliance and 
self-con trof," it may be assumed that general HarrisoB* 
who is admitted to poaaesa ibera af.ributea, — is an 3C> 
«omplished civil ruler; inaamuch aa these are precisely 
the qualities which fit an individual for acting etficiently 
upon men and tbinira aa they exiet around bim. But 
'there are other and more practical evidences of hia capa- 
" ■ ■ -'b life 



More Chan twenty years ot hie li 
liave been spent in varioua important eivil offices, laanf 
of Ihem requiring inflexible integrity, firmness, intelli- 
gence, and wiadom. To prove that he poeaessea these 
TJrluea, in a high degree, it is only necesaary to recur to 
lis aola as governor of Indiana, as Indian comroiesioner 
and as a member of the national legislature. The nie«- 
•agea, ietters, and speeches, callad forth by these dlfr 
ifereot situBiiona, are not only fine apeciinens of compt^' 
^ioB, but exhibit gieat aaeunej «f ufonaalion, eoui*- 
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teney of politictJ piinelple, and matnTity of judgment. 
Rising aboTe all ■eclarian or party infiuence, bis View* 
were at once national and deeply imbued Tith the lore 
of liberty ; hie voice Bod inGaence have erer been exerted 
in snetaining the cante of freedom in this, as well as in 
other kindr^ lands.. 

In his military capacity, general Harriton is not leas 
diitingnished. As commander-in-chief of the nortb- 
weatem anny, be was entraated with more eitensive and 
reaponaihle powera, than have been confided to any o3- 



of territory, with a frootier of several hundred miles in 
length, stretching aloag the lakes (then in poasesaion of] 
the enemy) with harbora, inlets, and rivers, admirably 
Bulled to favor their attacks npon our scattered border 
aectlements. To defend ^is extended line of frontier, 
the commander's forces were chiefly nndisciplined militia 
—entirely wanting experience in the Geld — engaged for 
abort terms of service, and betd in obedience more b^ 
peiHonal influence than the Force of authority. But it 
was not to the defence alone of this district, that general 
Harrison's duties were confined. He was directed by 
bis government, to act njflsnniieiy against the enemy, by 
retaking Detroit, and capturing the uppermost Canada, 
defend^, aa it was, by experienced British officers and 
soldiers, aided by a large body of nortii-western Indians. 
Detroit and Canada were separated from general Harri- 
son's source of troops, munitions of war and provisions, 
by a trackless end swampy wilderness, without roads, 
and presenting almost insuperable obstaclea to the trans- 
portation of army sapplies; while at the same time, it 
was pieciEely the region of country beat adtapled to the 
peculiar mode of warfare ptactiseit by the bold and fero- 
cious Indiana. Notwithstanding these manifold difficul- 
ties, in about one year, from the lime when he was in- 
vested with the chief command of the nortb-westem 
army, general Harrison drove the enemy from hia ex- 
tended military district, retook Detroit, defeated the com- 
bined army of "Proctor and Tecumthe, on the Thamet, 
conqnered the npparmott Canada, and paoMd, u s vis- 



!T of HamaoD bi 
_ton. "fhe same 
f discietionarj poweia aad lespODsibilitieB — the 
sams difficulties io procuring' supplies of troops and pro 
visiona; and in part, the same obstacles in the natuie of 
the coaatiy to be tiaveraed, marked the history of both. ' 
liiey never hazatded the grand result, by a minor enter- , . 
priae, however tempting — they sought do lanrels by the 
wanton sacrifice of iheir soldiers, but regulated all their 
moTenwnts witb a single aim to ^e pablic good. Both 
exercised the extensive powers with whioh they were 
invested, withoat any invaaiati of the laws, or the rights 
of die citjiea: and, both retired to the peaceful parauila 
of Bgriculture, when the objects which called them to the 
£ela, had been efieoted : finally, to both may be juetlj 
awarded d>e valor of Marcellna, the caution of FabiuB) 
and the disinterBStednesa of Cincinnatua. 

lofiexible integrity and a self-sacrificing patriatiam, 
may he consider^ the crowoing virtues of gsneral Har- 
rison's character. These virtues have marked hia career 
in the cooncil and the field — in youth and in age. When 
aslced by what meane he was enabled so sucooasfully to 

K'n the love and obedience of the militia, whofollow:ed 
bamier during the late war, he replied : " By treating .^ 
them with affection and kindness — hj always recollect- 
ing that they weie my fellow-citizens, whose feelings I 
was bonud to respect, and by sharing with them, on everj 
^ccaaion, the kardahipa which they were obliged to uik- 
dergo." Throughout the whole of his military cam- 
paigna, he shared with his soldiers in all their &Ueuea, 
dangers, and privations. We were lately assured, b; a 
member of his military family in ttie csmpaign of 1813, 
that the table of the comioander-in-chief was often not as 
well supplied with provisions, as Ihoee of the common 
aoldiers ; and that he has frequently seen the general sit- 
ting by the fire, roasting a piece of beef, and then eating 
it without Halt or bread. On one occajsion, after mareln 



•^ 



■11 day, through a beech bottom, covered with mud 
water, wilhoal their baggage, or any proTiuoBii ths 



(eHral. by way of pTeranting hia troopi hota being di»- 

MOTBged, sat down upon a log, wrapped ia his cloak,— 
the rain fallinir Taet, and the gloom oi a night in the wil- 
daTDBSB, anlv bioken by a few g]i[nmeiin|r camp-lires^— 
and then gaily calling upon tti* olGcerslo sing songs, bv 
apread content and cheerfulneas thioaghoiit the whole 
4etBehn3«nL By eiamplea anch as these, he gained the 
oonfidence and affection of Ihe ciowda of rolunteer mili- 
tia, who were attracted to his standard, not less by theii 
patriaciara, than the diatingiuahed reputation of the oom- 
mander-in-ohief. 



which he lives. Those who serred a 
derhimln the late war, make frequent pilgrimages to 
North Bend; while the old soldiera, who fou^t under 
Harmer. and St. Cl^r, and Wayne, not only throng bia 
hospitable fire-side, but look to general Harrison, Stora 
alt other men, to present their claims to congress, for 
land or peusioDS, on the score of past eerriees mod aac- 
rificee. 

While goremor of Indiana, and anoMinlendent of In- 
dian affaire, daring a period of twelre yean, be dis- 
bnrsed, at bis discretion, and with but few, if any 
checks, Tery kree sums of money; and. In the conrsa 
of the late war, he drew on the treasury for more than 
sixhandred ihoDsand dollarsfor militaryparposea. Yet 

Kneral Harrison retired from public service poorer than 
entered it; and has never been a defaulter to his guT- 
flrnmant. There are but two instances, it i» believed, in 
which even a whisper of enspicion, against the purity of 
bis official conduct, has been lieardi One of these, made 
by an army contmctor, was investigated in eongrean, and 
the charge triumphantly refuted. The other occarred 
while governor of Indiana, A foreigaer, residing in 
tbat lerri(orv, by the name of Mclntoah, and possessing 
Tery conaiderable wealth, having taken some offeaeo, 
•barged governor Harrison with having defrauded the 
'■ '' ns, in the treaty of Fort Wayne, made in the year 
"~ ' iperly concluded that it tna 

<t leas than to the iuieresta 



IB09. The aMUsed, ve^ properly » 
ioe to hia own repatation, not leas t 



aXNIBAL HAUISDIT. lOt 

af die nnenl government, that a charge of this kUd^ 
■boutd De fuli; inveBii^ted in a court of JuBtice. Ha 
dierefora inBtituted a anil in the Bupremecourt of the tet- / 
Titorj, and after a full and fair tiiai, before a Judge and ft 
jury of Hdmitted impartiality between the parties, a ve^ 
4icl was Tendered against the defendanl for four thousand 
dollars. The eTtdence jras so concluBive in favor of 
gOTeraor Harrison, that Molntoah did not attempt to 
press the troth of the charge upon tiie Jurf, but onlj 
•ought to lessen the amount of di ' ~' " 



propMty of (be defendant was levied upon, to satisfj tb« 
judgment, it was bonght-ia by an agent of the governol, 
who immediately distribated one third of it among tba 
orphan children of his fellow-citizens that had died in 
battle ; and theu restored the remainder to Mcintosh biioi- 
•elf. It bas been well observed, that "do language of 
priiw can add to the truth and force of the simple heantf 
of such an example of magnauimlty, disinterestedQeMi 
SDd generosity." 

Some years since, it was discovered that a laree tract 
sf land, adjoining Cineuinati, which had been sold long 
previouslv,. for a very small sum, under an eieculiiHi 
•gainst ttie original proprietor of the Miami country, 
eould not bs held und« this sale, in consequence of soma 
defective proceedings in ooorU The legal title lo thia 
traot, now immensaly valuable, was vested in Mrs. Har- 
TiBon and another individual, as the heirs-at-law. Im- 
mediately upon being ioformed of the situation of thia 
property, geoeral Harrison procured the consent of the 
eo-heir, and joined him in releasing to the purchasers the 
whole of this land, tvithoul claiming aoy other ooDsider> 
atioQ, tlMD (he few hundred dollars, which constitnied 
the ditferauce between the actual value, at the tiiQc wh^ 
■old, and the atoonnt paid at the sheriff's sale. 

In 1804, tbe governor of Indiana was, npon the sug- 
gestion of pretiaent JeSerson, made ex-^£icio governor ' 
of " Upper Louisiana." Under the impression that it 
was sound policy to convince (be inhabitants of the 
newly acquirM territory, that they had lost nothing hj 
the ehaoge, govemw HariieoB doclioed receiving M 
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fcei he waa entitled to by law, althongfa those foi Iniliait 
UeenMB alone would have broaght bim Bereral thODBasd 
dollars. At the same time the proprietor of St. Looii, 
Offtmi him for a mere nominal sam, an Dndivided maie^ 
of thTM-foDrlhB of the town of St, Loeie, and the adioin* 
ing lands, if he wonld asBlsl in building up that placet 
Such, however, was his nice sense of honor, that he de- 
clined the offer, fearing it might be said, that he had used 
hia official station to promote his private ioiereet. Tha 
property thus rolnntarilj refused, and which might bays 
been accmted without any violation of principle, is piob- 
ably worth at this time a million of dollan. 

While acting as commander-to-chief of the north- 
vestem army, general Harrison's eipenses, owing to 
the extent of his command, and the amount of company 
he was obliged to entertain at bead^quarten, so fu 
exceeded his pay, that he was compelled before tite clow 
of the war, to sell a valnable tract of land, to meet tha 
MUrent demands upon hie parse. 

Soon after hie reslsnatioa in the army, vhlla dw 
olaims of a large family were pressing noon him, mih 
eial Harrison bad made op his mind to ask an appoint- 
ment for one of bis sons at West Point. Before the w- 
plloatlon was made, however, a poor boy, the child ofa 
neighbor, who had not the means of obtaining an ediw 
cation, made a personal appeal to the gener^, to pro- 
cure him a place in this institution. He immediately 
waived the claims of liia own son, and obtained a war- 
rant for this poor lad, who was educated at the academyt 
and la bow a distingniehed citizen of Indiana, and takes 
great pleasure in hearing teetimony to the noble disinter^ 
oBtednese of hie patron. 
' Similar InstaDces of integrity and geDeroaity mi^t ba 
vnltiplied, had we fnrdier space to nurala the ineideota 
in the lifb of the Teterani whose patriotio policy Ibnndod, 
and whose aktUfiil valor defended the vast north-west 

The literary talent and attainment of geneivl Hanieon, 
ue nnoommonly good. He is a sound scholar, not only* 
familiar with the passing litaiatiire of the day, bat pos- 
•eadng a ^miliar acqaaictance with ancient hiatoiy, 
Mpeeinllr widi the classic annals of Greece and Roma. 



OEMIIUL HUtKISON, tW , 

Bis own writiaga and oonTerBation aie lattHAj illnitra- 
ted by alloBions to these works, and Aeqneatlj beat eri- 
deoce of a mind riohl^ imbued with the pbiloiopb]' ot 
liiatory* The prodacbone of hie pen, which are tbrowB 
off withoni an efToit, are at onoe sBioath, strong, and p«r- 
•picaous, and written with remarkable simplicity and 
beaut; of style. As a speaker, he is animated, fluent, 
«nd forcible, correct in his languages, and peculiarly ready 
Id bringing the resources of a cultiTated uuderBlanding 
to Iwer upon any giyen subject. 

Both io body and in mind, general Harrisoa ettjc^i a 
'* gre«n old age." His step is firm, his spirits buoyant, 
his converBation sprightly, instracrive, ano rich in anec> 
dole. His eoantenance ia expressive of kindness and 
Mcuine philanthropy; and, his dark, piercinjr eye, haa 
lost little, if any, of the fire and TiTacily of his mora 
yonthful da^s. The strength of hia mraioty and the so- 
curacy of his ]adgment, remain unimpaired. One of the 
latest productiona of his pen~-writlen but a few weeka 
aince — is strongly characterized by the force, raciusss, 
and nice ditcriminatioa which belang to the meridian of 
his life. 

In temperament, warm and impolsiTe — in mannarf, 
plain and unassuming — in his habits, ^nerons and bos- 
pitab'e, general Harrison combines, in an eminent de> 
cree, the manly fraoknen of a aoldier, with tbe ttntdj 
Mdependenee of a farmer. 



ansm n th iBan Eimgi. 

luptar of (bla nnrk, fran^ pagB Ice lo page 114, than fi • 
It ot As cHiKa which compellsd csnsral HutI»d la 
nmlnloB to Ihe umf s( the Untied Sut«, prior in ilw 

IMunkimbMntscBimltiiimlbaalllCBafUiaMCKtiiTofinr. Thij 
Miuiu Ihs iKiiiiloii Uhu isnerml HutIhd wu Uluill; drinn from lb* 

rbtkoBTVlH b^ thflofflMlcomtuctofaocrBtarj Annilroo^. Aliboq^ 
■ppHTi b; 111* Imar of th* pr«ant hctmut of w>r, iku navly lU 
<r uu CHTMpoDdenct bMntm (Mienl HmitMi (lid die mr d«pw(- 
nHiu, of tbe dice rfllismd la» faai mjatorUnalf dfnppevwl from tha 
lUn it tli« once, It li pDMlbts, from recenl gsrbled HIracu fniia Out 
«Tei)uiideiic<, publMied bj inuuonc Uui be nuf kaow iriian th« 
snglsJU docnmeAU are to be found. 

" Wab Diputwwt, Mmft 9G, IStt. 

Bn,— 1 bne Ae honiir (oKkitowledn [be lecelM of rvoi leuer of Um 
ISth liut. nquealtng official coplee of " leltera of Sod September, 30lh 
Ooul»r,ud 3rd Horerabar, wrHiaii bf genanl trmiuoiig.HeraUiTor 
««f, u (•neial Htrrlton i of Iha reply of gaitenl Hurliua u tmcb tl 
iheMi ofieneral &rBitrong'i leuar of Febniur, 1813, aidarlni lenenl 
Ebwaid to 8l LouIi ; of general HarrtaoD^ remoiwtimacB agunat thli 
lUarfereBca in Ut cofDmaiid, ■») bli daclaruloB ibu If penlimd la, 
he?niuld reaicD: of general Aimftniic'aordMU aolmee sf Utb April, 
1814, and of hli letter of Mar. 1S14, Incloalng the plin of the cunpalgn 
■iibmlLLad u the pregldent oo Iha XA nl April, 1S|4." 

I regret that the preaaure of other builneea, preTionilr bel<B« lb* 
depanmeoi.preienled an earlier eumlDallsn lor the doc umsnudeilred 
br70u,«nd«nearHetrepl7. InclD«ed afecopteeof the onlviwDOflha 
pa^ien ipectfisd b^ f oa which cvi be laiod on the fllea and recordi of 
thii dapartmBuL TiipgBDeral AnDstfnng'a leiLer u> general HartiKnof 
M«7 Ifth.lBll IncIoaTng a copy of one to the pr«iaeni, indicaiing lh» 

luarjlSih, ISl^tothe lecrelary of war, complaining ul! the order Is |ni-. 
anl Huward. 

TliBrB are on the rtcorda no letten Ikim Ihe gecretair cfwarjjecHil 
Atnwlraiii, to genenl Haniann of September 2tnd, October axh, ud 
NavemberSrtl, lB14,nor anjr witbia mmf maniha of iboH dun^ ui 
p there are not on the fllsd any letten frcm general Har^aon later than 
Julr of that nur. 

The order lo general Howard of Febnar;, IS13, and that to " Holmei'of 
tha I6lh of April, 1S14," aia not on the lecorda for Ihoaa or anf otbs 

Terr Imperfect. IHaJij of the letten addreieed to the dBpartmeoI at 



ma; be acujocted (or E^flhe fact, which hu beea elated to me hi ■ 
peraon who wu employed Id the dopaninent at the period in queatba, 

many of the mora important 1 Biters from Iha dopannieni weraracndal. 
But this book has not been seen In the depafUBanl for cwUlDlxUB 



j«u*i uid prntablj fbi * longar period, nar un U b« ucsrulnid whM 
em bacuH oC It. VtiJ mptcifullr, jiout ob'UKrT't., 

J. B. POINSETT. 
HotulTK, K>T BonD, HovH of Rep>L" 

■■ Hbap QuAiTiBi, Cnrcitniui, rvbrtmrf 13, mti 
general cokenel WftLbock jDclnLng tout order to brigadler^geaenlBoW' 

i order from Joa diredr 

__. .. qiiiiiarjF MiquBiiB whicli aiB ta attitoy 

IcT ihe nmpon of BubordimuJoD, ibu the quenioa of hii reraeliifiig a 
Dot ibould M left to my docloloEL 

ApiR ftnm eoniMerulDiu of dtrtj to mj connlrj, I Iwie no eaitiib 
Isduceneiit to remain In the eni^ ud iftbe prengtilvee of 107 nnk 

(nanii) iVILLIAH BESB.Y HAKBISOI*. 

" W»B DreiKIioiiT, JUoy 14, 1814. 

81B,— The iJKlUMd upx of ■ leiur to the praeldem ulll lufflclanilr 
iBdicete the plu of campclgn fot Ihe euulng lumnier. (Men h**a 
bean glfenl^ the HCietwToftlieiUTT Id umtmnli)' thereto, wllb Iba 
■leeptlan that uro umed Teiaeli iiid > detnehmeiil ot InfuiUT, will 
pnaMU Uke eipeillUiHi •(■iBii Kkckluv, 

It will be fcr 70a to dtreot ihe uiinber of men u be reulned u guit. 
taai ta Deiilat ud Mildeni the le^dua will he hetd rudy liir itaa 
mereoient doWB Ihe lake to BuOUih— whither will be tahBs >1» *B 
thuean be moTed of Uw mh, 13th,Mtb ud^b regimonu of iobnin. 
Brindler M'Arthor, now relleied from coon mutltl Hrficei, boj M 
deeiiDaled for the camniuid oflheee carpa. 

The iidjiuaat.«ener*l will tnnainlt to ^iHiiheDewunngBmeotaflka 
inh and 13th legUnenu.— Accept, nr, the BMurance of mj' great reaped. 



uuj, ana 11 toe prervgauvee 01 m 

ertiradlitrltt.be ■taken from ms 

tBHj con(liM»d that I can tender no Imponani nr*lce, 1 ahonli: 
nlhar be peimhied to retire to private life. 



P. S.— The pnetdeat not hoTlng TM deiemilDed whether 70U dull 
mlHhM aod lannidikiu let thU piupou are unaToldahlj delated." 

In cormhorBiian of our oarratiTe in chapter 9th, regarding the hal- 
lla of the Tbamei, we lub^jln a elalemeut recemlf made, on that 
■ahJBci, br colonel John Bpeed Smith of KenMckj, who HU ana (tf 
gaoeni MarrlHn'a aldi un iliat occailoD. Colonel Siuhb ii a laDUeaan 
of the hlgheat reapectsbiliif, and hai alwaji acted with the Bupport-~ 
of Uie preeent adminiitratLrtiir Hka leaLimop/ enlretv refutei the fi 



BiJpllai 



oondnll of general HarriKO In thai ha 
^,^„^ .—ttemenu have been pabliebed bj cd^uub.* v ruivB 
Todd, and Ihe honorable John Cbamban, who were aln aids to «■ 
RaniiuD, la the battle of Iha Tbaoieg. Theae, we are compellB 
emit, for want of epaca, but Ihej haie hsea eitenilialx circuli 
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ET.JfiircAS,I840. 

iM,lba'l>raBfc»|>»<"a^M^iiMtl»|iil l^tlM.' Ifcii jimliillj lull liriii, 

""iIImW^I IiBii!«IIIiII1 llllLllllll rillllllll TllllBI Till llllllll.Mll llll 

■ ir^l'liiiiliijiLiI i»iMTiffiiiliiiNrriMI J 'All ■■*■>■ Mill Hill I itliillli 
H t tJ? in ^Mtn tinlw M B^ (nd ■ oi W <( « ncBlMliiO •> •• ("r •» 
rf u itt ibSoZwWita ^1^ pSf^Siid jotacBwa aSnu^iri-H iki tna 

tnoMlbaimmJBmrllimiii illrilli, InMliMwiMMmifciinLiili. »»«■>■» a» 

biiiiWkiMH)f. 'ffi; ^"^ *^^™ '**"^ 'jy'^p^ifc'i"''^ 

.ai^,ll5iB^aMlii!ii>Mn»rlli»Jl,JIMyiii^ll?7!lll»[iillil,nill*«I^SS 
M»iiUltet».Jta;V>iictlto^T»»lBM!irfllti1Ma»Mlirfnliill^ibtortfc 
ai«»«« —ptofci iiMMi I^Jiiln jfc In lln IM to MiiMjtiaJ llnwtJJ, t'*!'"* 

hm, liMlllliiMlifiiili III SmkiTKikL idBm HHTCtaSiDS-iAldnTwoii, 
BMBsa^nZ^tlSSbSil lkttT>fnS>r«»l,iJtt^-iHdaiSi; 

■ ' ■ — ' — ■-• —• — ' ' WrjM Oh wn •• miitii* » tfcul 




■• AU ill (M Dra ■_ bi srii atf In UnUj HAM iiB»M B iM lil^ dH ii qit 
tmcalgd ■■■:■■ IN p—l >1I«J1& MfliMW ngt^, "!*■ muni Wo i—in* 
J«MiliM^5SiM*faiflKi«ES>Wbli»Jo(<iMBBkloli.^S»*"^i»i^ 
^ibndltatfbBiHvtaW n^cMH^ Cli 1 1 i nJ Taifit «MB^Ma?M- 



itiHr jHrioTnir )bTV,1 biiA be panHlid 



M. & GvTii^Ci^ 
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